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CHAPTER  I 


Development  of  the  Jewish  Conspiratorial  Organizations  in  the  occupied 
Poland  and  their  first  contacts  with  the  West. 


The  first  steps  towards  organizing  Jewish  underground  in  the  field  of  self-defense  on  a 
large  scale  in  the  Nazi  occupied  Poland  were  undertaken  by  He-Halutz a.  It  started  with 
collecting  information  about  the  fate  of  the  Jews  from  all  over  the  territory  of  the  pre¬ 
war  Poland.  It  had  to  be  done  under  a  disguise  and  in  an  obscure  way  because  the  Jews 
were  not  allowed  to  move  freely  and  leave  the  precincts  of  their  living  space  shortly  to 
be  transformed  everywhere  into  closely  guarded  ghettos.  It  took  place  already  after  the 
Germany  attacked  the  Soviet  Union  in  1941. 

At  the  end  of  October  1941,  He-Halutz  sent  a  messenger  in  order  to  establish  contacts 
with  Jewish  organizations  in  the  districts  of  Bialystok,  Wilno  and  Lithuania.  In  the 
middle  of  November,  he  returned  with  unbelievable  information,  that  the  Germans 
murder  Jews  indiscriminately,  and  that  tens  of  thousands  Jews  already  perished.  The 
messenger  was  also  an  eyewitness  of  deportation  of  all  Jews  from  Troki  to  an  island  on 
the  Troki  pond,  where  they  were  machine-gunned  and  buried  in  a  mass  grave.  The 
messenger  became  also  acquainted  with  the  deportation  of  50,000  Jews  from  Vilna  to 
Ponary-a  resort  area  5  miles  from  Vilna,  a  place  where  eventually  about  100,000  Jews 
were  executed  by  the  Nazis.  Zivia  Lubetkin  provides  another  version: 

“..  at  the  end  of  1941  Tema  Schneiderman,  who  had  been  sent  to  Warsaw  from  Vilna  by 
Mordechai  Tennenbaum  suddenly  appeared  and  recounted  how  the  Germans  had 
rounded  up  thousands  of  Jews  and  transported  them  to  an  unknown  destination 
immediately  after  they  had  conquered  the  city .  Persistent  rumors  spread  that  the  Jews 
were  being  taken  to  the  Ponar  forests  and  massacred,  the  few  who  managed  to  escape 

from  the  death  pits  confinned  these  accounts . One  day,  other  emissaries  arrived  from 

Vihia  -  Edek  Boraks  and  Hayka  Grossman  from  the  left-wing  Zionist-Socialist  youth 
movement  Hashomer  Hatzair,  Shlomo  Etkin  from  the  non- Socialist  Zionist  youth 
movement  Hanoar  Hatzioni,  and  representatives  of  the  anti-socialist  Revisionists.  They 
described  in  greater  detail  the  extent  and  manner  of  the  destruction.  Our  feeling  was  that 
Vilna  was  the  beginning  of  total  annihilation.  The  "unknown  destination"  was  none  other 
than-death.  I  don't  know  how  we  intuitively  shared  the  same  horrible  conviction  that  the 
total  annihilation  of  all  the  Jewish  communities  in  Nazi-occupied  Europe  was  at  hand. 

Several  weeks  later  we  received  information  from  Chehnno  the  western  province  of 
Poland  which  had  been  annexed  to  the  Third  Reich.  The  bearer  was  a  Jew  who  had  been 
a  gravedigger  in  the  extermination  camp,  and  had  managed  to  escape.  He  arrived  in 
Warsaw  and  met  with  some  of  the  Jewish  leaders.  He  told  them  that  the  Germans  had 
suddenly  appeared  one  day,  announcing  that  they  wished  to  transport  the  Jews  to  the 
newly  conquered  territories  in  the  East,  i.e.,  in  the  Soviet  Union,  since  there  wasn't 
enough  work  for  them  where  they  were.  For  this  purpose  all  the  Jews  were  assembled  in 
Chehnno,  or  as  they  called  it,  Kulmholf.  No  Jew  suspected  their  real  intent....  Although  it 


a  He-Halutz- in  Hebrew-”the  pioneer” -an  association  of  Jewish  youth  whose  aim  was  to  train  its 
members  to  settle  on  the  land  in  Israel.  The  original  meaning  of  the  Hebrew  word  is  the  vanguard 
that  leads  the  host  on  its  advance  (Josh.  6:13) 
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was  difficult  for  them  to  abandon  their  homes  and  their  meager  sources  of  livelihood, 
they  had  no  choice  but  to  comply  with  the  Germans'  wishes.  They  were  not  allowed  to 
bring  anything  with  them.  It  was  during  December,  1941  or  January  1942.  It  had  not 
yet  occurred  to  anyone  that  the  Germans  would  take  the  young  and  old  alike,  women  and 
children,  hundreds,  and  then  thousands  and  millions,  and  murder  them.  What  sick 
imagination  could  conjure  up  such  a  possibility? 

The  Jews  were  brought  to  an  abandoned  castle  where  they  were  warmly  greeted  by  a 
heavy-set  German  officer  who  said:  "You've  suffered  so  much  in  the  ghetto,  you've 
known  hunger  and  want,  any  German  could  brutalize  you,  shoot  you,  or  do  whatever  he 
wished  with  you.  We  know  we  have  done  wrong  and  would  like  to  amend  our  ways. 
You,  the  young  people  who  are  capable  of  work,  we  need  you.  And  now  you  shall  go  off 
to  work,  but  first  you  have  to  shower.  We  have  separate  facilities  here  for  men  and 
women.  Undress,  go  to  the  shower-rooms  and  then  you  will  be  given  work  clothes  and 
food,  and  set  out  for  your  work  assignments  in  the  East. 

..  The  Jews  were  brought  to  the  "shower-rooms,"  but  as  soon  as  they  entered,  the  attitude 
towards  them  immediately  changed.  They  were  ordered  to  undress  in  the  bitter  cold  and 
were  pushed  into  cars  that  looked  like  tightly  sealed  buses,  into  which  gas  fumes  were 
injected  as  the  bus  moved.  They  were  driven  to  a  forest  a  few  kilometers  away  front  the 
abandoned  castle.  When  the  German  driver  opened  the  doors,  there  was  only  a  pile  of 
corpses  lying  on  the  floor.”1 

Still  some  Jewish  activists  maintained  that  the  German  destruction  activity,  is  an  act  of 
vengeance  against  the  Jews  living  on  the  territories  earlier  occupied  by  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  that  in  Warsaw,  situated  in  the  heart  of  Poland  called  now  General 
Government  such  a  cruelty  cannot  take  place.  With  that  evaluation  did  not  agree  the 
representatives  of  “He-Halutz”,  they  considered  Wilno  and  Chelmno  as  the  first  steps 
towards  the  total  liquidation  of  the  Polish  Jewry,  and  that  an  active  defense  should  be 
prepared.  He-Halutz  started  with  organization  of  fighting  squads.  In  such  a  way  were 
called  to  life  the  first  fighting  groups  of  " He-Halutz ,  Dror a  and  Ha-Shomer  Ha- 
Za'ir0" .  The  representatives  of  Bund'  were  also  invited  to  one  of  the  meetings,  where 
Icchak  Cukierman  (Yitzhak  Zuckerman)  proposed  the  formation  of  Jewish  Fighting 
Organization: 

"When  Icchak  finished  speaking,  Maurici  Orzech,  the  well-known  Bund  leader,  rose  to 
his  feet,  looked  disdainfully  at  him  and  replied:  'You're  still  a  very  young  man,  and  your 
evaluation  of  the  situation  is  too  hasty.  The  Germans  simply  wouldn't  be  able  to  destroy 
all  of  us-three  and-a-half  million  Polish  Jews!  You're  an  alarmist.  Thousands  of  Poles 
from  among  the  intelligentsia  and  the  working  classes  are  being  killed  as  well.  We  have 
to  wage  our  struggle  together  with  the  Polish  working  class  for  a  better  world,  for  the 
redemption  of  mankind.  We  will  not  participate  in  an  all-Jewish  organization.  We  will 
fight  the  enemy  as  we  see  fit  according  to  our  own  methods.  Therefore  we  must  regard 


4  Dror-young  branch  of  Hehalutz 

b  Ha-Shomer  Ha-Zair- Zionist-socialist,  pioneering  youth  movement  whose  aim  was  to  educate  Jewish 
youth  for  kibbutz  life  in  Israel. 

0  Bund-”General  Jewish  Workers'  Union  in  Lithuania,  Poland  and  Russia” -Jewish  socialist  party 
founded  in  Russia  in  1897,  it  came  to  be  associated  with  devotion  to  Yiddish  autonomism,  and 
secular  Jewish  nationalism,  sharply  opposed  to  Zionism  and  other  conceptions  of  a  world¬ 
embracing  Jewish  national  identity.  In  Poland  they  saw  their  only  fatherland.  Before  the  second 
world  war  closely  co-operating  with  PPS-the  Polish  Socialist  Party 
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this  entire  meeting  and  everything  said  here  as  pointless.  We  cannot  accept  your 
proposal"2 

In  the  middle  of  March  1942,  He-Halutz  leaders  called  for  a  preliminary  meeting  of 
political  organizations.  The  representative  of  He-Halutz  Icchak  Cukierman  put  forward 
the  following  propositions: 

1)  To  lay  foundation  for  the  general  Jewish  fighting  organization. 

2)  To  form  a  chosen  body  of  all  Jewish  parties,  and  youth  organizations,  as  the 
political  representation  and  a  fighting  organization  and  to  present  it  before  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  of  the  Polish  underground. 

3)  To  organize  on  the  "Aryan"  side,  an  apparatus  whose  task  will  be  to  acquire  arms, 
and  equipment  for  organizing  workshops  for  production  of  arms  in  the  ghetto. 

4)  To  create  anti-fascist  fighting  cadres, 

5)  To  organize  assistance  for  the  victims  of  the  fight  against  the  fascism. 

About  the  same  time  on  March  1942  the  initiative  of  Po  'alej  Zion  Smolf  led  to 
creation  of  an  Anti-Fascist  Bloc,  composed  of  representatives  of  political  parties,  of 
anti-fascist  workers  and  youth  organizations,  most  parties  participated  except 
“Bund”.  In  contrast  with  the  distinctly  military  program  of  He-Halutz,  the  aims  that  the 
Bloc  set  for  itself  were  more  modest.  “He-Halutz”  directed  its  program  against  the 
Germans,  the  Bloc,  on  the  other  hand,  against  the  reactionary  forces  in  the  ghetto.  The 
Bloc  began  to  publish  its  own  secret  paper,  “ Der  Ruf\  and  to  organize  network  of 
fighting  group  of  five.  When  the  Jews  finally  took  up  arms,  their  leadership  was  not 
chosen  from  the  Bloc;  nevertheless,  many  of  the  military  ideas  formulated  by  the  Bloc 
became  useful  to  the  Jews  as  an  organizational  framework.  Civia  Lubetkin  presents 
creating  of  the  Anti-Fascist  Block  in  another  way: 

“In  April,  1942,  Josef  Lewartowski-Finkelstein  and  Andrzej  Schmidt,  the  representatives 
of  the  Jewish  Communists  in  the  ghetto,  approached  us  with  a  proposal  to  form  an  Anti- 
Fascist  Bloc.  Besides  the  Communists,  the  other  members  included  the  Poalei-Z/o« 
Smoll,  Hehalutz,  Hashomer  Hatzair  and  Dror.  The  aim  of  the  Bloc  was  to  join  forces  in 
the  war  against  the  Nazis  by  creating  a  fighting  force  behind  the  lines,  and  thus  help  the 
Soviet  Union  in  its  campaign  against  the  German  army.  We  had  our  reservations,  we 
knew  in  our  hearts  that  we  wanted  to  take  part  in  the  campaign,  but  we  asked  ourselves: 
'might  this  in  some  way  overshadow  our  particular  war  against  the  Nazis  as  Jews!  '  We 
feared  that  by  the  time  such  an  overall  campaign  would  begin,  it  might  be  too  late  for  us. 

We  agreed  to  join,  nevertheless,  but  we  expressly  stated  that  we,  as  Jews,  had  a  very 
special  account  with  the  Germans  and  would  insist  upon  influencing  the  actions  of  the 
Anti-Fascist  Block  in  this  spirit”3 

On  July  28,  1942,  during  the  clandestine  meeting  of  the  leaders  of  the  militant  youth 
organizations  -He-Hehaluts,  Ha-Shomer  Ha-Za'ir,  Dror,  and  "Bnej  Akibct"-  was 
decided  to  call  into  life-a  united  Jewish  Fighting  Organization  -’’Yiddish  Kampf 
Organization”  -DCO,  known  by  its  Polish  name  ZOB.  “ Zydowska  Organizacja 

a  Po  'alej  Z/on -Jewish  movement  that  tried  to  base  itself  upon  the  Jewish  proletariat  whose  ideology 
consisted  of  a  combination  of  Zionism  and  Socialism,  in  Poland  it  split  into  two  faction  “Po  'alej 
Zion  Smo IF' -Left,  and  “ Poalej  Zion  Yimiri' -Right 

b  Bnej-Akiva-youth  movement  of  “ Mizrachi ”-  Zionist  religious  party 
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Bojowa”.  Into  its  command  entered  Bresler,  Icchak  Cukierman  ("Antek"),  Ciwia 
Lubetkin,  and  Mordechaj  Tenenbaum.  Onto  the  "Aryan"  side  were  dispatched  several 
persons:  Tosia,  Plotnicka  Fromka,  Perslstejn  Lea  and  Wilner  Arye  ("Jurek")  their  task 
was  to  find  contacts  with  the  Polish  underground  movement,  and  to  acquire  arms  for 
the  Ghetto.  At  that  time  the  whole  armament  of  the  newly  created  Jewish  Fighting 
Organization  consisted  of  one  (sic!)  revolver. 

Along  ZOB.  acted  other  combat  organizations  in  the  ghetto  like  the  groups  of  “Bund”, 
cells  of  the  Polish  Workers'  Party  PPR  -the  communists,  and  the  ZZW  -  “Zydowski 
Zwiazek  Wojskowy  ”-or  the  Jewish  Military  Association.  The  last  one  set  up  by  a  group 
of  officers  and  non  commissioned  officers  of  the  Polish  Army  reserve  and  members  of 
the  pre  war  right  wing  Zionist  organization— ”Betara”. 

At  that  time  thousands  of  people  driven  by  destitution  and  despondency  volunteered 
daily,  in  Warsaw,  for  deportation  "Einsiedlung",  which  took  place  on  the  reloading 
square  "Umschlcigplatz".  Here  the  Germans  distributed  "compassionately”  3  kg  of 
bread  to  each  of  the  volunteers  before  loading  him  onto  a  railway  truck  to  be  sent  into 
the  gas  chambers  in  Treblinka. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  1942  already  under  the  shadow  of  the  liquidation  of  the 
Warsaw  ghetto  and  the  first  shots  delivered  against  the  Jewish  collaborators, 
“ Merkaz ”  (The  center)  of  He  'Halutz  took  the  following  decisions: 

1 .  To  send  delegates  to  all  towns,  with  an  aim  of  organizing  militarily  the  remaining 
ghettos. 

2.  To  strengthen  cooperation  with  all  political  and  social  organizations. 

In  the  result,  to  Bialystok  was  delegated  Mordechaj  Tenenbaum,  ("Tamarov"),  later 
commander  of  Bialystok  region,  to  Bedzin— Zwi  Brandes  and  Frumka  Plotnicka,  here 
as  the  commandant  was  appointed  -Boruch  Gaftek.  In  Krakow  as  the  commandant 
was  appointed  Lejb  Lejbowitch  (Laban),  his  aids  -Dolek  Libeskind,  and  Drengler,  in 
Cz^stochowa-Riwka  Glanz  and  Jehuda  Glikstejn,  in  Wilno  Aba  Kowner.  In  October 
1942,  “Gordoniab”,  “Poalej  Zion  Smol”,  “Gwardia  Ludowa”  -the  communists  joined 
Z.O.B. 

At  the  end  of  October  1942  until  then  the  loosely  knit  Anti-Fascist  Block  founded 
Z.K.N.  -  Zydowski  Komitet  Narodowy- the  Jewish  National  Committee.  It  united 
practically  all  democratic  and  progressive  underground  Jewish  organizations  except 
Bund.  Thus  within  the  Z.K.N.  were  united  representatives  of  PPR-  Polish  Workers' 
Party-the  communists,  “ Poalej  Zion  SmolF,  “ Poalej  Zion  Yimiri\  “He  'halutZ\  “ Ha - 


8  Betar-a  youth  movement  of  Revisionist  Party;  abbreviated  name  of  Berit  Trumpeldor,  an  activist 
Zionist  youth  movement.  It  was  a  movement,  which  aspired  to  separate  the  Jews  from  Hagola  by 
immediate  aliah  to  Erez  Israel  by  any  means,  legal  and  “illegal”;  it  put  great  stress  on  a  military 
training  of  its  members. 

b  Gordonia,  pioneering  Zionist  youth  movement.  In  the  Nazi-ccupied  Poland  during  World  War  II  in 
played  a  heroic  role  under  the  leadership  of  Israel  Zeltzer  and  Eliezer  Geller. 
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Shomer  Ha-Za  7r”,  “ Dror ”,  as  well  as  the  “Revisionist  Party3”  and  the  “General 
Zionists15”.  In  the  declaration  phrased  at  the  beginning  of  November,  1942  we  read  that 
"  Z.K.N  united  all  existing  political  Jewish  organization-besides  Bund-and  its  aim  is  to 
maintain  contact  with  all  the  main  concentration  of  the  Jews  in  Poland".  The  presidium 
of  Z.K.N.  was  composed  of  Dr.  Adolf  Berman  (“Borowski”),  Icchak  Cukierman 
(“Antek”),  and  Daniel  Kaffor.  Szmul  Breslaw,  Ciwia  Lubetkin,  Joseph  Kaplan  and 
Mordechaj  Tenenbaum.  Besides,  Z.K.N.  attracted  many  other  activists.  The 
Communist  parties  and  youth  organizations,  joined  Anti-Fascist  Block,  and  later 
Z.K.N,  however,  Bund  did  not.  From  the  beginning  of  the  Nazi  invasion  Bund  wanted 
to  underline  its  special  place  among  the  Jews  by  their  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  Poland: 

“From  the  moment  of  liberation  of  Poland  in  1918,  we  worked  indefatigably  and 
incessantly  for  the  good  Polish  citizenship  education  of  the  Jewish  working  masses, 
seeing  their  fate  and  future  bound  together  with  the  lot  of  Poland.  In  that  we  stood  in 
opposition  to  all  Zionist  illusion  trying  to  implant  in  the  Jewish  masses  the  conviction 
that  their  fatherland  exists,  supposedly  somewhere  else,  and  not  in  Poland.”4 

Or: 


“Obviously,  that  we  from  our  side  try  to  influence  the  Jewish  opinion  in  the  Country.  We 
refute  all  emigratory  solutions,  defend  our  principle  of  complete  equality  of  civil, 
educational,  national,  cultural  and  social  rights  of  the  Jews,  within  the  free,  independent, 
and  socialist  Poland  united  in  a  voluntary  federation  of  socialist  republic  of  Europe.”5 

The  very  existence  and  condition  of  attaining  the  goals  of  the  Jewish  underground 
organization  depended  on  support  and  assistance  of  the  Polish  civil  and  military 
underground.  The  Jews  imprisoned  in  the  ghettos  could  do  very  little  if  anything  at  all 
without  it.  In  order  to  establish  contacts  with  the  Polish  underground  a  few  liaison 
officers  were  sent  to  the  “Aryan”  side-Arye  Wilner  (“Jurek”)  of  “ Ha-Shomer  Ha- 
Zaif\  representing  Z.O.B.  Dr.  Adolf  Berman  “Borowski”  representing  Z.K.N.,  and 
Dr.  Leon  Feiner  “Mikolaj”  or  “Berezowski”  representing  Bund. 

The  first  official  contact  between  the  Jewish  underground  movement  in  the  Warsaw 
Ghetto  and  the  leaders  of  the  cells  of  the  Home  Army  was  made  at  the  end  of 
September  1942  that  is  before  the  final  end  of  the  summer  extermination  action  in 
Warsaw.  Still  on  February  1,  1942,  a  section  for  Jewish  affairs  was  created  at  the 
Bureau  of  Information  and  Propaganda  (BEP)  of  the  Home  Army  headquarters,  which 
appointed  “Waclaw”  as  the  liaison  officer  with  the  Jewish  underground. 

In  November  1942,  "Jurek"  Arie  Wilner  submitted  declaration  to  “Waclaw”  on  behalf 
of  Z.O.B.  -the  Jewish  Fighting  Organization  and  Z.K.N.  -the  Jewish  National 
Committee  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Government  Delegate  for  Poland  and  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Home  Army.  The  declaration  ruled  that: 


a  Revisionist  Pary,  extreme  right  wing  of  the  Zionist  movement,  by  its  radical  ways  of  achievinng  its 
goals  became  a  bitter  rival  and  opponent  to  the  consevative  Zionist  organizations 

b  General  Zionist-Zionist  party,  who  did  not  join  any  faction  or  draw  up  a  program  of  their  own  in 
addition  to  the  Basle  program. 
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“The  Z.K.N.  the  Jewish  National  Committee  has  unified  all  vital  Jewish  organizations— 
except  the  Bund  party— and  is  maintaining  contact  with  all  sizable  Jewish  centers  in 
Poland.  As  a  union  of  politically  conscious  elements,  that  now  forms  the  body  of  Polish 
Jewry  and  as  the  main  center  of  the  Jewish  wartime  activity,  we  wish  to  apply  for  the 
recognition  of  the  Jewish  National  Committee  as  the  representative  of  the  Jewish 
population  The  Jewish  National  Committee  declares  at  the  same  time  that  it  will 
subordinate  all  its  activities  in  all  respects  to  the  civilian  and  military  authorities  of 
the  Polish  underground.”6 

Despite  deep  differences  of  opinions  verging  on  animosity  and  constant  rivalry  between 
Z.K.N.  and  Bund,  under  duress  of  common  tragedy  and  approaching  total 
extermination  a  platform  was  found  for  the  understanding  between  them.  On  the  basis 
of  that  understanding  between  Z.K.N.  and  Bund—  Komisja  Koordynacyjna  KK- 
a  Coordinating  Committee  was  established  in  Warsaw  in  November  1942,  which 
constituted  from  that  time  on-  the  united  conspiratorial  representation  of  the  Jewish 
Society  toward  the  Polish  underground. 

The  presidium  of  the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee  consisted  of  Icchak  Cukierman, 
secretary,  Menachem  Kirszenbaum,  and  Abrasza  Blum.  The  plenum  consisted  of 
“Alexander”  (cryptonym),  Miriam  Ajzendorf,  Mejloch  Fajnkind,  Eliezer  Geller,  Cywia 
Lubetkin,  and  Jochanan  Morgensztem.  The  newly  constituted  Coordination 
Committee,  on  the  night  of  December  1,  1942,  drew  up  its  statute. 

The  already  mentioned  “Waclaw”  records: 

“The  status  of  the  Coordination  Committee  had  been  approved  in  the  night  on  the  1st  the 
2nd  of  December  1942.  All  reservation,  which  had  been  raised  until  now  by  Mikolaj,  as 
to  the  right  of  Z.K.N.  to  represent  the  Jews  of  Poland  towards  the  Polish  authorities,  had 
been  clarified,  and  from  now  on  both  representatives  of  the  Jews— "Mikolaj"  and  "Jurek" 
represent  in  unison  KK,  according  to  the  status  of  KK” 

The  statute  of  the  Coordination  Committee  set  forth  that: 

“The  activity  of  the  Coordination  Committee  is  based  on  the  agreement  concluded 
between  Z.K.N.  and  Bund  in  Warsaw. 

The  aim  of  the  Coordination  Committee  is: 

a)  To  organize  defense  of  Ghetto,  in  the  case  of  further  deportation  action 

b)  To  protect  the  Jewish  masses  in  the  Ghetto  against  the  mercenaries  and 
hirelings  of  the  invaders,  traitors  and  German  agents. 

c)  To  establish  directives  of  activity  of  Z.O.B.  and  to  control  it 

Into  composition  of  the  management  of  KK  enters  one  delegate  of  every  political  Party.”8 

On  2  December  1942  Z.O.B.  (the  Jewish  Fighting  Organization)  was  set  up  on  a 
broader  political  base.  Its  nucleus  constituted  He-Halutz  and  other  Zionist  movement,  which 
founded  the  fighting  organization  already  in  July  1942.  Now  Zukunft-the  youth 
organization  of  the  Bund  and  the  military  groups  of  the  PPR  the  Polish  Workers' 
Party-the  communists  in  the  Ghetto  became  part  of  the  Z.O.B.  At  the  head  of  Z.O.B. 
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Stood  a  staff  composed  of  the  commander  of  the  organization,  Mordechaj  Anilewicz 
(“Mj/a/7/”-Aniolek)  from  Ha-Shomer  Ha-Zair,  and  the  staff  members  Hersz  Berlinski 
from  the  Poalej  Zion-Left ,  Icchak  Cukierman  from  He-Halutz ,  Marek  Edelman  from 
Bund  and  Michal  Rojzenfeld  from  PPR.  Z.O.B.  was  formally  subordinated  to  the 
Coordinating  Commission.  With  the  aim  of  retaining  close  relation  between  the  two 
instances,  that  is  between  Z.O.B  and  K.K.,  the  commandant  of  Z.O.B.  participated  in 
the  meeting  of  K.K. 

And  that  is  how  “Waclaw”  in  his  report  describes  it: 

“At  the  end  of  the  liquidation  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  was  clinched  the  first  official 
contact  between  the  ghetto  and  the  (Home)  Army.  In  October  1942  came  to  the  contact 
between  me,  as  the  official  in  charge  of  the  department,  and  “Jurek”  as  the  representative 
of  Z.K.N. 

In  the  first  conversation  “Jurek”  claimed  that  that  is  their  second  attempt  to  establish 
contacts  with  the  Polish  army  in  the  country.  The  first  was  assumed  in  August  1942,  in 
the  period  of  the  intensive  action  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto,  with  an  aim  of  achieving 
assistance  in  organizing  an  armed  resistance  against  German  action,  it  was  met  with  a 
negative  attitude  of  the  Military  authorities.  The  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Command 
(Komenda  Glowna  KG)  -in  the  result  of  my  report--  investigation  of  that  question  proved 
the  truth  of  Jurek ’s  claim,  and  also  the  private  character  of  the  refusal  due  to  the 
difficulty  of  establishing  contacts  with  the  proper  factor. 

“Jurek”  asked  for  establishing  contacts  between  the  representatives  of  the  Jewish 
community,  and  the  civil  and  military  authorities  in  the  Country  with  an  aim  of 
subordinating  themselves  and  agreeing  the  activities  and  achieving  assistance  of  the  army 
for  ZOB.  That  contact  had  been  established  based  on  two  equally  identical  declarations 
of  ZKK,  signed  by  “Jurek”  and  “Mikolaj”,  and  directed  to  the  Chief  in  Command  and  to 
DR.  KG  Grot  granted  the  Jewish  representatives  an  answer  on  the  declaration  in  the 
order  from  1 1 . 1 1 .42  to  the  effect  that  the  declaration  had  been  received  for  information, 
the  expressed  in  it  willingness  to  fight  praised,  besides  it  was  recommended  organization 
of  ZOB,  by  five-persons  fighting  groups.  The  response  of  DR  on  the  mentioned 
declaration  was  delivered  verbally,  about  receiving  it  for  information  I  informed  Jurek 
and  Mikolaj  personally  based  on  the  granted  me  authorization.  (In  the  result  of  my 
intervention  undertaken  by  the  order  of  Tomasz  to  Grabowiecki-at  the  end  of  November 
1942).  In  such  a  way  started  the  official  contacts  and  cooperation  between  Chief 
Command  (Komenda  Glowna  KG)  of  the  army  and  the  DR  from  one  side  and  the 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  society  from  the  other.”9 

Iranek  Osmecki  writes: 

“Not  until  the  agreement  with  the  Polish  underground  was  concluded  at  the  end  of  1942, 
were  the  Jews  able  to  maintain  contact  with  the  West... to  have  an  access  to  its  courier 
network  and  its  radio  services”10: 

We  shall  quote  here  also  from  the  appendix  No.  6  of  the  vol.  HI  of  the  series  of  my 
books: 
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“From  the  moment  of  submission  the  Jewish  organizations  began  to  have  unrestricted 
access  to  all  Polish  liaisons  networks  with  the  West  i.e.  radio  services  (wireless  operators 
for  sending  and  receiving  messages),  courier  services  and  air  services.  Air  services  meant 
air  drops  from  planes  with  the  so  called  “belts”  containing  money  for  Jews  from  Jewish 
organizations  in  the  West..” 

Dr  Adolf  Berman  (“Borowski),  from  Poalej  Zion  Smoll,  later  one  of  the  head  leaders 
of  Z.K.N.  -  Coordination  Committee,  and  R.P.Z.,  and  who  consistently  accused  the 
Jewish  organization  in  the  West  of  the  omission  writes: 

“The  financial  situation  of  the  Jewish  organization  had  been  desperate.  In  spite  of  the 
many  secrete  cables,  the  alarms,  and  the  application  to  the  Jewish  organizations  abroad, 
did  not  come  from  them  during  long  months  any  assistance.  The  bitterness  among  the 
Jewish  activists  and  among  the  common  people  that  waited  for  assistance  for  the  last 
refuge  was  boundless.  Only  in  June  and  July  1943.  started  to  arrive  the  first  sums  from 
abroad.  For  many  adults  and  children  that  help  came  to  late.  If  it  had  come  earlier.” 

But  not  the  Jewish  organizations  had  been  culpable,  but  those  who  blocked  then- 
contacts  with  the  Polish  Jewry,  and  Berman  knew  it  perfectly  well,  because  only  on 
April  28,  1943  was  received  the  radiogram  from  Vaad  Ha-Hatzala- the  Committee  for 
Saving  Jews  in  Palestine,  and  it  was  handed  over  to  Berman  himself,  and  that  is  what  it 
contained: 

“Throughout  the  war  years  we  have  been  seeking  ways  and  means  of  contacting  you  and 
providing  assistance... Unfortunately  we  encountered  insurmountable  indifference  and 
resistance  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  facilitate  out  relief  action.  We 
shall  not  give  up  trying  and  we  believe  that  the  resistance  will  be  finally  overcome.  We 
are  exploring  a  variety  of  avenues  and  we  are  doing  everything  that  lies  within  our 
power.  “n 

Z.K.N.  sent  its  first  radiogram  message  on  January  1,  1943,  and  it  arrived  in  London 
only  on  February  22,  1943  ,  and  that  is  true  the  money  for  ZKN  started  to  arrive  from 
the  West  only  in  June- July  1943.  Bund  made  contact  with  the  West  much  earlier.  Its 
first  massage  to  London  was  sent  on  March  16,  194213  and  they  started  to  receive 
money  through  the  channel  of  the  Polish  underground  already  in  October  1942  that  is 
before  establishing  the  Coordinating  Committee  and  that  due  to  their  strong  ties  with 
the  Polish  Socialist  PPS:  “By  the  agency  of  PPS-Polish  Socialist  Party  we  maintain 
contact  with  the  Delegate”14. 

The  first  dispatch  of  5,000  dollars  was  received  by  Bund  in  October  1942,  it  was  sent 
from  London  already  in  August  1942.  Z.K.N  received  for  the  first  time  10,000  dollars, 
only  in  June  1943,  it  was  sent  from  London  in  May.  That  gap  both  in  time  and  the 
amount  of  money  received  will  haunt  Bund  and  Z.K.N.  to  the  last  day  of  the  war. 

Besides,  if  we  examine  the  table  of  chronological  liquidation  of  the  Polish  Jewry,  we 
will  find  out  that  on  October  1942,  out  of  3,374,630  Jews  in  Poland  remained  only 
913,990,  that  is  27%,  and  on  June  1943  only  221,410,  that  is  6.6%. 
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The  chronological  liquidation  of  the  Polish  Jewry  during  the  Hollocaust. 

(The  numbers  in  thousands) 


1939 

1940 

Districts 

Bef.  1.9 

Aft.  1.9 

Octob. 

Novem 

Decern 

January 

Febr. 

Febr. 

1 

Reichsgau  W.P. 

15.85 

13.56 

10.45 

9.25 

3.58 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

2 

R.  Wartheland 

426.24 

364.43 

356.77 

344.25 

333.90 

317.10 

309.25 

309.25 

3 

Schlesien 

121.82 

104.16 

94. .50 

87.20 

86.. 90 

89.10 

90.30 

90.30 

4 

Zichenau 

88.50 

75.67 

74.10 

55.35 

52.35 

43.65 

44.65 

44.65 

5 

East  Prussia 

9.48 

8.11 

5.02 

3.43 

2.50 

6 

G.G.  Warsaw 

563.82 

482.07 

503.07 

521.18 

522.60 

556.80 

556.50 

556.50 

7 

G.G.  Krakow 

292.92 

250.45 

225.29 

225.87 

225.17 

226.85 

227.79 

227.79 

8 

G.G.  Radom 

298.60 

255.30 

280.55 

278.35 

279.85 

295.60 

302.05 

302.05 

9 

G.G.  Lublin 

273.29 

233.66 

237.71 

237.46 

237.16 

230.62 

229.05 

229.05 

10 

Bez.  Biatystok 

202.34 

247.66 

244.49 

242.14 

239.38 

236.62 

233.86 

233.86 

11 

Bez.  Ostland 

211.49 

258.87 

256.00 

253.11 

250.22 

247.33 

244.44 

244.44 

12 

Reichskomisar. 

Ukraine 

337.50 

413.10 

408.50 

403.89 

399.29 

394.68 

390.07 

390.07 

13 

Distr.  Galizien 

545.42 

667.59 

662.31 

657.03 

651.75 

646.47 

641.19 

641.19 

Total 

3,387.27 

3,374.63 

3,358.76 

3,318,51 

3,284.65 

3,285.27 

3,269.60 

3,269.60 

1940 

1941 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Octob. 

Novem. 

Decem. 

January 

1 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

2 

308.15 

270.95 

268.85 

266.75 

266.75 

266.75 

263.00 

261.19 

253.70 

253.30 

3 

89.80 

89.76 

91.20 

90.90 

91.10 

91.10 

91.10 

91.05 

95.05 

95.05 

4 

45.26 

41.61 

43.56 

42.56 

42.56 

42.56 

42.85 

42.85 

42.85 

41.65 

6 

558.80 

557.45 

560.80 

560.10 

567.65 

568.15 

579.95 

579.85 

578.55 

562.10 

7 

235.24 

235.13 

235.13 

252.63 

250.13 

242.63 

233.55 

232.20 

231.50 

232.95 

8 

303.95 

305.65 

307.80 

309.55 

312.90 

316.00 

316.35 

318.35 

323.40 

346.10 

9 

229.92 

230.35 

230.35 

229.70 

231.95 

233.00 

235.50 

237.85 

238.15 

240.50 

10 

228.34 

225.58 

222.82 

220.06 

217.30 

214.54 

211.78 

209.02 

206.26 

203.50 

11 

238.66 

235.77 

232.89 

229.99 

227.10 

224.21 

221.32 

218.43 

215.54 

212.65 

12 

380.87 

376.26 

371.65 

367.05 

362.44 

357.84 

353.24 

348.63 

344.02 

339.42 

13 

630.63 

625.35 

620.07 

614.79 

609.51 

604.23 

598.95 

593.67 

588.39 

583.11 

Tot. 

3,250.00 

3,194.31 

3,185.57 

3,184.53 

3,179.84 

3,161.46 

3,148.04 

3,133.54 

3,117.86 

3,110.78 

1941 

Febr. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Octob. 

Novem. 

1 

0.45 

0.45 

2 

253.30 

252.30 

251.60 

247.10 

245.80 

244.70 

244.20 

242.40 

235.10 

226.35 

3 

95.05 

94.70 

94.30 

89.35 

89.35 

89.35 

89.35 

89.35 

89.35 

89.35 

4 

41.65 

41.65 

29.30 

29.30 

29.30 

29.30 

29.10 

29.10 

29.10 

29.10 

6 

574.00 

563.93 

555.58 

552.85 

548.75 

552.75 

533.60 

514.40 

516.60 

513.40 

7 

232.55 

231.50 

232.23 

233.03 

231.14 

263.31 

269.65 

271.71 

269.60 

270.15 

8 

342.40 

344.90 

350.20 

358.05 

362.40 

364.05 

364.45 

364.50 

363.00 

362.25 

9 

239.05 

247.30 

236.30 

234.90 

243.75 

243.05 

243.00 

243.11 

244.10 

244.10 

10 

200.74 

197.98 

195.22 

192.43 

189.69 

186.30 

179.90 

172.60 

170.75 

169.75 

11 

209.76 

206.87 

203.98 

201.14 

198.65 

193.65 

184.35 

166.30 

143.04 

128.84 

12 

334.82 

330.02 

325.60 

320.98 

310.00 

292.35 

260.90 

252.55 

239.30 

216.15 

13 

577.83 

572.55 

567.27 

562.00 

540.15 

520.05 

510.27 

498.48 

485.33 

469.78 

Tot. 

3,101.60 

3,084.15 

3,041.58 

3,021.13 

2,988.98 

2,978.86 

2,908.77 

2,844.50 

2,785.27 

2,719.22 
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1941 

1942 

Decem. 

January 

Febr. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

2 

226.55 

224.75 

211.35 

199.45 

160.00 

150.35 

128.55 

125.95 

110.00 

94.00 

3 

89.25 

88.95 

87.95 

87.79 

89.75 

87.85 

81.80 

66.65 

62.20 

59.00 

4 

29.10 

28.50 

28.50 

28.50 

28.80 

28.80 

28.80 

28.80 

28.00 

26.60 

6 

504.80 

484.00 

494.25 

500.15 

509.75 

496.55 

483.35 

471.50 

293.10 

114.80 

7 

270.60 

270.70 

270.34 

269.64 

266.69 

262.17 

242.05 

223.09 

160.59 

80.56 

8 

369.60 

371.10 

372.40 

372.35 

377.65 

377.80 

380.35 

385.90 

384.80 

264.00 

9 

244.90 

245.70 

247.26 

228.55 

205.70 

185.70 

160.65 

151.25 

113.55 

78.00 

10 

169.75 

169.70 

167.70 

167.70 

165.55 

165.55 

162.55 

162.55 

162.55 

162.55 

11 

124.93 

123.33 

120.53 

117.60 

113.40 

106.33 

93.53 

84.95 

73.60 

56.45 

12 

215.15 

212.90 

211.55 

211.00 

209.20 

205.35 

193.85 

181.95 

139.40 

74.15 

13 

465.48 

451.48 

443.93 

434.43 

421.08 

409.38 

400.21 

389.25 

351.16 

250.61 

Tot. 

2,710.11 

2,671.11 

2,655.76 

2,617,16 

2,547.57 

2,475.83 

2,355.69 

2,271.84 

1,878.95 

1,260.72 

1942 

1943 

Octob. 

Novem. 

Decem. 

January 

Febr. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

2 

76.50 

76.50 

75.00 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

3 

56.10 

56.00 

56.00 

53.90 

48.00 

47.40 

46.40 

43.30 

43.30 

22.80 

4 

24.90 

14.40 

4.35 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

6 

83.10 

62.40 

61.65 

57.95 

57.40 

57.40 

41.40 

20.40 

5.10 

3.10 

7 

43.99 

40.24 

35.07 

28.10 

27.20 

26.70 

16.70 

15.25 

12.22 

12.22 

8 

176.30 

65.05 

38.10 

21.15 

18.95 

13.75 

10.25 

10.25 

7.20 

7.20 

9 

31.55 

10.05 

3.75 

2.35 

2.00 

1.80 

1.30 

1.00 

0.40 

0.30 

10 

158.15 

151.58 

62.08 

44.26 

31.20 

31.00 

31.00 

31.00 

31.00 

31.00 

11 

53.30 

46.55 

45.65 

38.35 

34.50 

31.90 

29.60 

29.60 

29.60 

27.10 

12 

19.00 

2.82 

2.40 

0.28 

0.28 

0.28 

0.24 

0,.24 

0.24 

0.24 

13 

191.10 

147.22 

120.95 

114.21 

97.71 

85.09 

64.54 

53.69 

15.75 

3.20 

Tot. 

913.99 

672.88 

505.00 

437.15 

393.84 

371.92 

318.03 

281.33 

221.41 

183.76 

1943 

1944 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Octob. 

Novem. 

Decem. 

January 

Febr. 

March 

April 

May 

2 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

74.60 

70.70 

67.90 

67.80 

67.80 

67.80 

67.80 

3 

1.30 

4 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

6 

0.10 

7 

11.42 

11.42 

1.72 

0.65 

0.35 

0.25 

0.25 

0.05 

8 

6.70 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

6.50 

6.50 

6.50 

6.50 

9 

0.30 

0.30 

0.30 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

10 

31.00 

11 

°6.00 

20.00 

12 

0.22 

0.22 

0.22 

0.22 

0.22 

13 

2.35 

0.45 

0.45 

0.45 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

Tot. 

155.99 

115.29 

85.59 

84.32 

79.92 

76.80 

74.90 

74.70 

74.65 

74.65 
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1944 

1945 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Octob. 

Novem. 

Decem. 

January 

1 

2 

64.00 

61.00 

58.50 

52.20 

0.90 

0.90 

0.90 

0.90 

8 

6.50 

6.50 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

5.50 

9 

0.10 

0.10 

Tot. 

70.60 

67.60 

64.80 

58.50 

7.20 

7.20 

7.20 

6.40 

CHAPTER  n 


The  comparison  between  the  money  paid  in  London  for  Bund  and  Z.K.N. 

and  that  received  by  them  in  Poland. 


The  influx  of  the  money  paid  by  the  Jewish  organization  in  the  West  for  Bund  and 
Z.K.N.  and  the  amount  of  money  received  by  them  actually  in  Poland  is  figured  in  the 
four  tables  below.  The  data  are  based  on  the  documents  compiled  from  several 
archives.  After  examining  those  documents  it  will  be  found  that  Bund  in  Poland 
received  150,000  dollars  in  12  installments,  against  497,338  dollars  deposited  for  them 
in  24  payments  in  London.  Z.K.N.  on  its  part  received  226,000  dollars  in  11 
installments,  against  1,039,625  dollars  deposited  for  them  in  21  payments  in  London 
To  make  the  thing  clearer-  the  first  column  in  the  tables  denotes  the  consecutive 
number  of  the  deposit  or  alternatively  the  receipt.  So  if  sometimes  the  number  repeats 
itself,  it  is  for  the  reason  that  a  certain  item  is  supported  by  two  or  more  documents.  If 
a  certain  document  supports  several  items,  the  number  here  will  indicate  which 
numbers  it  includes.  Following  the  tables  are  two  diagrams  which  visualize  those  data, 
here  the  black  lines  denotes  the  money  deposited  and  the  blue  line  the  money  received. 


a)  Money  deposited  for  Bund  in  London 


Document 

The  sum  depositee 

in  S 

No. 

Paid  by 

File 

Signature. 

Registr. 

No.  L. 

Dz.  K. 

Date 

Paid  or 

sent  on 

The  sum 

Partial 

Accumul 

ative. 

1 

• 

j 

08.42 

5.000 

5,000 

5,000 

2 

* 

09.42 

5,000 

10,000 

3 

.. 

r 

10.42 

5,000 

15,000 

4 

71.11.42 

5,000 

20,000 

1-4 

r  -  -  — 

.  _/ 

1-4 

Instruction 

5 

- 

01.43 

10,000 

30,000 

6 

• 

02.  43 

10,000 

40,000 

7 

03.43 

10,000 

50,000 

8 

04.  43 

13.000 

63,000 

Subtotal 

58.000 

1-8 

(58,000) 

58,000 

1-8 

.  -  — r 

(58.000) 

9 

-  .  -  —  v. 

r'~ 

01.08.43 

23,000 

86,000 

9 

.  ' 

9 

_ 

10 

r- 

21.09.43 

5,000 

91,000 

11 

*  ^ 

06.10.43 

10,000 

101,000 

11 

’’’  * 

-  -* 

06.10.43 

(10,000) 

Subtotal 

38.000 

38,000 

12 

T 

03.12.43 

5,000 

106,000 

12 

03.12.43 

13 

02.02.44 

5,000 

111,000 

13 


13 

- 

13 

14 

02.02.44 

5.200 

116,200 

Subtotal 

15,200 

15,200 

12-14 

(20,200) 

12-14 

e. 

' 

— 

1  1 

(20,200) 

12-14 

(20,200) 

12-14 

(20.200) 

15 

- 

18.03.44 

15,000 

15,000 

131,200 

16 

5,000  $  difference  between  20,000  and  15,000 

5,000 

136,200 

17 

* 

- 

24.03.44 

25,000 

161,200 

18 

03.44 

15.000 

176,200 

17-18 

(40,000) 

Subtotal 

40,000 

40,000 

19 

- 

45,200 

45,200 

221,400 

19 

06.44 

(45.200) 

13-19 

Subtotal 

115.000 

13-19 

- 

06.44 

(115,000) 

20 

- 

— 

50.000 

50,000 

271,400 

20 

- 

x*\  • 

r 

(50,000) 

20 

Instruction 

- 

Begin. 

07.44 

50.000) 

Subtotal 

165.000 

13-20 

(165,000) 

21 

29.08.44 

48.625 

48,625 

320,  025 

21 

• 

11.09.44 

(48.625) 

22 

End 

08.44 

37,313 

37,313 

357,338 

29.08.44 

(37,313) 

13-22 

Subtotal 

256.338 

13-22 

(250,000) 

13-22 

-  - 

up  to 
31.08.44 

(250,000) 

23 

15.12.44 

120.000 

477,  338 

24 

15.12.44 

20.000 

497.338 

23-24 

Subtotal 

140,000 

140.000 

Total 

497.338 
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b)  Money  received  by  Bund  in  Poland. 


The  document 

The  sum  received 

File 

Signature. 

Registr.  No. 
L.  dz.  K. 

Date 

Received 

on 

In  Polish 
zlotys 

In  $ 

Accum. 

In  $ 

1 

t — 

10.42 

5,000 

5,000 

2 

>9 

12.42 

5,000 

10,000 

3 

99 

02.43 

20.000 

30,000 

4 

99 

04.43 

13.000 

43,000 

Subtotal 

43,000 

5a 

01.09.43 

300,000 

5b 

99 

02.09.43 

345,000 

5c 

99 

03.09.43 

150.000 

Subtotal 

795.000 

10.000 

53,000 

6 

07.10.43 

500,000 

13.10.43 

700,000 

19.10.43 

194,000 

27.10.43 

456.000 

Subtotal 

1,850,000 

15,000 

68,000 

7 

11.43 

5,000 

73,000 

8 

11,43 

8.000 

81,000 

Subtotal 

81,000 

1-8 

r  '* 

(81,000) 

1-8 

r 

(81,000) 

1-8 

(81,000) 

1-8 

- 

- 

(81,000) 

9 

- 

9 

/*■ 

9 

r 

11.43- 

31.07.44 

a) 

(60,000) 

b) 

5,000 

86,000 

c) 

40,000 

126,000 

d) 

31.07.44- 

02.10.44 

24.000 

150.000 

Subtotal 

129,000 

129.000 

Total 

210,000 

Less  item  9a,  which  was  paid  to  Bund  erroneously 

60,000 

Total 

150.000 

A 
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c)  Money  deposited  for  Z.K.N.  in  London 


Document 

The  sum  paid 

No 

File  No. 

Doc.  No. 

L.  dz. K. 

Date 

Paid  or 
sent  on 

The  sum 
in  other 
currency. 

Sum  in 
$ 

Accum. 

In  $ 

1 

21.05.43 

10,000 

10,000 

1 

21.05.43 

1 

05.43 

2 

V 

.3.06.43 

10,000  £ 

40,000 

50,000 

2 

2 

2 

j 

2 

3 

71.07.43 

5,000  £ 

20,000 

70,000 

21.07.43 

4 

- 

09.43 

20,000 

90,000 

4 

4 

-  - 

5 

f 

/ 

- 

10.43 

10,000  £ 

40,000 

130,000 

6 

10.43 

15,000  £ 

60,000 

190.000 

6 

*. 

6 

'  c* 

6 

6 

__  .  .  “ 

7 

10.43 

9.000  £ 

36,000 

226,000 

8 

03.12.43 

100,000 
l-st  intall 

326,000 

8 

9 

3.12.43 

20,000 

346,000 

10 

i 

03.44 

3,000,000 

Zlotys. 

30,000 

376,000 

10 

10 

r 

10 

11 

04.44 

50,000 

2-d  install. 

426,000 

11 

- 

\ 

11 

— 

11 

—  «-  - 

11 

12 

- 

04.04.44 

10,000  £ 

40,000 

466,000 

13 

12,000 

478,000 

13 

. 

06.44 

i 
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14 

'  _  - 

’  *•<. 

50,000 

528,000 

14 

Begin. 

07.44 

15 

/ 

50,000 

578,000 

15 

1  Begin. 

I  07.44 

16 

50,000 

3-rd 

install 

628,000 

16 

Begin. 

07.44 

16 

16 

16 

Begin. 

07.44 

17 

.  _ 

end  07.44 

35,000 

613,000 

18 

end  07.44 

28,000 

641,000 

17- 

18 

. 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

19 

- 

29.08.44 

48,625 
4— d 
install. 

739,625 

19 

- 

20 

- 

15.12.44 

100,000 

S^-.install. 

839,625 

21 

03.01.45 

200,000 

6lh-install. 

1.039.625 

21 

-  '  •  i-' 

03.01.45 

Total 

1.039.625 
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d)  Money  received  by  Z.K.N.  in  Poland. 


Document 

The  sum  paid 

File  No. 

Registration 

No 

Date 

Paid  on 

In  zlotys 

Equiv. 
in  $ 

Partial 
in  $ 

Accumul. 

In  $ 

1 

06.1943 

661,150 

10,000 

10,000 

2 

99 

07.1943 

650,000 

10,000 

20,000 

3 

99 

08.1943 

816,000 

10,000 

30,000 

4 

99 

09.43 

903.400 

10.000 

40,000 

Subtotal 

3,030,550 

40,000 

1-4 

- 

• 

Report  of  Z.K.N.  from  01.01.43-31.10.43 

5 

- 

Report  of  Z.K.N.  from  01.11.43-20.05.43 

5 

Schwarzbart  summary  1 
01.11 .43-20.05.4 

or  the  period  of 
[3 

a 

beg.  11.43 

10,000 

50,000 

b 

99 

end.  1 1 .43 

10,000 

60,000 

c 

99 

12.43 

14,000 

74,000 

d 

99 

01.44 

12,000 

86,000 

e 

99 

04.  44 

20,000 

106,000 

f 

99 

05.44 

60.000 

126,000 

166,000 

g 

99 

See  Bund  table  (b)  9a 

05.44 

60,000 

60,000 

226.000 

Total 

226.000 

I 
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Money 
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CHAPTER  III 


Probing  the  numbers. 


Against  150,000  dollars  for  Bund,  and  226,000  dollars  for  Z.K.N.  that  I  have  arrived 
at,  as  the  amount  received  by  those  two  organizations  in  the  occupied  Poland,  during 
the  holocaust,  the  amount  of  money,  supposedly,  received  by  those  organization 
according  to  the  Polish  historian  Kazimierz  Iranek-Osmecki1,  was  419,338  dollars  for 
Bund,  400,000  dollars  for  Z.K.N.,  and  44,500  dollars  for  other  organizations.  Iranek- 
Osmecki  concludes  that  “In  total  the  Jewish  organization  in  Poland  received  through 
the  agency  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  in  Poland,  in  foreign  currency  brought 
by  AK  parachutists,  more  than  one  million  dollars,  and  from  the  government  budget 
paid  to  the  Jews  in  Poland  thirty  seven  million  four  hundred  thousand  Polish  zlotys  and 
50,000  dollars”2 

With  regard  to  Bund  Iranek-Osmecki  writes:  “It  can  be  assumed,  that  by  the  agency  of 
the  Delegate  of  the  Government,  Bund  received  from  the  West,  brought  by 
parachutists  of  AK,  the  following  sums”: 


1 

Between  October  1942  and  November  1943 

81,000$ 

2 

Between  December  1943  and  August  1944 

240,000  $ 

3 

In  December  1 944 

85,938  $ 

4 

For  Szomer 

5,000  $ 

5 

For  Borowski 

7,000  $ 

6 

For  the  “twins” 

400  $ 

Total 

419.338  $ 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  item  No.  1  of  Mr.  Iranek  Osmecki's  report,  the  81,000  $ 
matches  items  1-8,  in  the  table  (b)  on  p.  11  of  my  book.  About  the  money  in  items  2,  4, 
5,  6  in  Mr.  Iranek  Osmecki's  report,  totaling  252,400  dollars,  Mr.  Iranek-Osmecki 
writes:  “In  the  telegram  from  September  15,  1944  Dr.  Szerer3  informs  Berezowskib 
that: 

“...the  amount  of  money  provided  by  Labor  Committee  and  Joint  and  paid  here  to  the 
Ministry  of  Internal  Affair  for  you,  in  the  time  from  your  November  report  1943  till 
August  31,  1944  amounts  to  more  than  a  quarter  a  million  dollars  effectively,  from 
which  7,000  belongs  to  Borowski,  5,000  to  Szomron,  that  is  near  240,  000  $  exclusively 
for  Bund'  ” 

So,  what  can  be  seen  outright,  is  that  Mr.  Iranek-Osmecki  is  adding  to  the  money 
actually  received  by  Bund  in  Poland,  the  money  deposited  for  them  in  London  by  Dr. 
Szerer,  as  if  the  money  were  actually  received  by  Bund. 


a  Szerer  Emanuel,  representative  of  Bund  in  Rada  Narodowa  RP-the  National  Council  in  London- 
quasi  Polish  parliament  in  exile 

b  “Berezowski”  or  “Mikolaj”  -crypto-names  of  Feiner  Leon-representative  of  Bund  in  the  occupied 
Poland. 
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As  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  a  few  documents  concerning  the  quarter  million  dollars 
deposited  for  Bund  in  London,  cited  in  table  (a)  on  p.  8,  between  the  items  No.  22  and 
23.  The  first  one  is  from  1 1.9.44  ,  and  here  Emanuel  Szerer  writes: 

“Since  the  acknowledged  by  you  money  in  your  report  from  November  1943,  was  paid 
exclusively  to  you  and  for  you  250,000  $,  including  48,625  $  from  Joint  and  37,313  $ 
from  the  Labor  Committee  at  the  end  of  August.”  3 

The  second  one  is  from  15. 1 1. 19444,  and  here  is  written: 

“...the  amount  of  money  provided  by  Labor  Committee  and  Joint  and  paid  here  to  the 
Ministry  of  Internal  Affair  for  you,  in  the  time  from  your  November  report  1943  till 
August  31,  1944  amounts  to  more  than  a  quarter  a  million  dollars  effectively,  from 
which  7,000  belongs  to  Borowski,  5,000  to  Szomron,  that  is  near  240,  000  $  exclusively 
for  Bund” 

In  the  same  table  (a)  “money  paid  for  Bund  in  London”  can  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
money  “more  than  a  quarter  a  million  dollars”  consists  of  deposited  money  in  items 
No.  12-22  totaling,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  256,338  $.  What  happened  to  that  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars  we  can  read  in  three  documents  cited  in  item  No.  9  of  the  table  (b)  on 
p.  14:  the  first  in  the  archive  SPP  in  London5,  the  second  in  the  archive  of  AAN  in 

/  *7 

Warsaw  and  the  third  in  the  book  “AK  w  Dokumentach  ”-”AK  in  the  Documents” 
Volume  V,  document  1338  on  page  164,  and  in  all  of  them  Berezowski  in  Warsaw 
informs,  on  December  2,1944,  E.  Scherer  in  London  that: 

“From  November  1943,  till  now  the  Gov.  Del.  Office  paid  us  the  following  sums: 

60  thousand,  5  thousand,  and  40  thousand  before;  and  24  thousands  during  the  Warsaw 
uprising.  We  have  been  told  that  60  thousand  was  paid  to  us  by  mistake  instead  of 
Z.K.N.  and  that  explains  the  lack  of  my  acknowledgment  of  receipt  for  a  quarter  of 
millions. 

For  C.K.  Bund  in  Poland 
Berezowski” 

In  the  document  in  the  Warsaw  archive  we  have  a  slightly  different  version: 

“From  November  previous  year  to  the  present  time,  DR  -the  Delegate  of  the  Government 
paid  us  60  thousand,  5  thousand,  and  40  thousand,  before  and  24  thousand  during  the 
uprising.  About  the  payment  of  60,000  we  were  told  that  the  sum  was  paid  to  us 
erroneously  instead  to  ZKN.  We  remained  therefore  indebted  by  that  sum  to  Joint,  from 
which  sum  the  funds  were  paid.  That  explains  the  lack  of  acknowledgment  for  a  quarter 
of  millions  dollars.” 

However,  the  meaning  of  all  three  documents  is  confusing  because  if  we  add  60  +  5  + 
40  +  24,  it  makes  up  to  129,000  $,  and  if  we  deduct  from  it  60,000  $,  it  gives  us 
69,000  $,  and  does  not  explain  the  lack  of  acknowledgment  for  250,000  $.  “It  does  not 
explain  the  lack  of  more  than  100,000  dollars”,  writes  the  Polish  historian  Dariusz 
Stola8  But  if  we  take  into  consideration  that  that  telegram  had  to  pass  the  double 
censorship  of  the  Delegate  in  Poland  and  of  the  Polish  Government  in  Poland  before 
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reaching  Mr.  Szerer  the  Bund  representative  in  London,  it  must  have  been  the  only 
way  that  Mr.  Berezowski  from  Warsaw  could  put  through  to  Mr.  Szerer  in  London  the 
information,  that  out  of  250,000  dollars  was  received  only  69,000  dollars. 

Iranek-Osmecki  simply  ignores  that  document.  But  what  about  85,938  dollars 
presented  in  the  item  No.  2  of  Mr.  Iranek-Osmecki' s  report,  in  which  according  to  him 
“Minister  of  Inner  Affair  in  the  telegram  from  December  4,  1944  informs  the  Delegate 
about  sending  (my  emphasize)  of  that  sum  by  air  in  November  that  year  for  Bund” 

First,  it  is  indisputable  now,  that  Mr.  Iranek-Osmecki  not  only  adds  to  the  money 
actually  received  in  Poland  by  Bund,  the  money  deposited  for  them  in  London,  as  if 
received  by  Bund  in  Warsaw,  but  in  addition  also  the  same  money,  for  the  third  time, 
after  being  sent  to  Warsaw.  The  sum  of  85,938  dollars,  consists  of  two  sums  of 
48,625  dollars,  and  37,313  dollars,  which  amounts  to  85,  938  dollars,  those  two 
payments  appear  in  table  (a)  the  items  No.  21  and  22  on  page  10  of  that  book,  and 
therefore  are  included  already  once  in  the  240,000  dollars  of  the  item  No.  2  of  Mr. 
Iranek-Osmecki  report  presented  above,  out  of  which  only  a  small  part  reached  Bund, 
as  we  already  know.  Now  Iranek-Osmecki  puts  that  sum  again  as  if  received  by  Bund 
twice.  About  the  predicament  of  sending  the  sum  of  85,  938  dollars  we  have  quite  an 
interesting  information,  first  in  the  book  “Armia  Krajowa  w  Dokumentach”9  “The 
Home  Army  in  the  Document”: 

“Minister  Berezowski3  to  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  J.  S.  Jankowski;  drop  of 
money  for  the  Country  for  the  Delegate  and  Jewish  organization: 

L.  dz.  K.  6828/44 

No.  285  (No.  Of  telegram) 

London  December  4,  1944 
To  the  Delegate 

On  22. 1 1 .1944  the  following  belts,  have  been  dropped  in  Poland, 
a)  Belts:  DR.  161/22  dol.  100,000  for  the  Delegate  of  the  Government. 

DR.  247/25  dol.  72,000  including  45,000  for  the  Jewish  National 

Committee-  Z.K.N.  -  and  27,000  for  the  Del.  Of  the  Gov. 

DR.  248/25  dol.  89,563  including  10,  025  for  is  for  Z.K.N.  -JNC  and 
78,  938  for  the  Bund 
Together  dol.  261,563 

Please  confirm  receipts.  ESPE  (Pawel  Siudak  Ministry  of  inner  Affair 

Department  for  the  Country)” 

The  second  document  is  telegram  No.  172  sent  from  Warsaw  on  15. 12.4410: 

“From  Sobol  --the  Delegate  to  Min.  Berezowski 

We  did  not  receive  drops  about  which  you  informed  us  in  the  telegram  276  and  285. 
Please  send  us  information  to  which  places  were  directed  the  planes  and  to  which  posts, 
if  they  were  acknowledged.  The  money  urgently  needed.  “ 


3  Zygmunt  Berezowski-member  of  the  Stronnictwo  Narodowe-”The  National  Party”  and  the  Minister 
of  Inner  Affairs  in  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile  since  29.11.1944,  not  to  be  confused  with 
“Berezowski”  the  representative  of  Bund  in  the  occupied  Poland. 
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The  third  document  is  sent  again  from  London  on  10.1.1945  11 : 

...By  telegram  No.  285,  from  4.12.1944,  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  in  the  Country 
was  informed  about  drop  of  the  “belts”: 

DR  161/22  $-100,000  for  the  Delegate 

DR  247/25  $-72,000  including  45,000  $  for  Z.K.N.  (Jewish  National  Committee),  and 
27,000  $  for  the  Delegate 

DR  248/25  $-89,563,  including  10,625  $  for  Z.K.N.  and  78,938  $  for  Bund. 

Together  $-261,563 

Remark:  in  the  aforementioned  telegram  took  place  an  error,  that  is  the  money  included 
in  the  “belt”  DR  248/25,  namely  the  amount  89,563,  of  which  belongs  for  Z.K.N.-3,625 
$,  and  not  10,625,  but  for  Bund  belongs  85,938  $.  And  not  78,938.... 

By  the  telegram  No.  172,  the  Delegate  asked  for  information  where  took  place  the  drops 
included  in  our  telegram  No.  285.  We  responded  by  our  telegram  No.  298,  divulging  a 
thorough  information  based  on  clarification  of  the  Special  Department... if  that 
information  is  not  sufficient  for  identification  of  the  military  post  it  is  incumbent  to  apply 
to  the  Special  Attachment  to  receive  the  precise  place.  “ 

After  receiving  that  information  will  be  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Country,  giving  the  name 
of  the  location,  and  it  should  be  desirable  to  correct  the  error  regarding  the  sums  for 
Bund  and  Z.K.N.” 

So  we  can  see  that  until  January  10,  1945  and  after,  that  is  until  the  very  end  of  the  German 
occupation  of  Poland  that  money  is  being  searched  after,  by  the  Polish  Underground,  Was  it 
really  delivered  to  the  Jews  after  the  Soviets  expelled  the  Germans?  We  will  return  to  that  point 
later.  With  regard  to  the  money  for  Z.K.N.  -  Zydowski  Komitet  Narodowy  --J.N.C.- 
’’Jewish  National  Council”  writes  Iranek-Osmecki  : 

“Remitting  funds  for  Z.K.N.  started  only  in  the  summer  1943.  The  10,000  English 
pounds  received  by  the  Polish  government  from  the  Jewish  Agency,  was  paid  by  the 
Office  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  to  Z.K.N.  by  installment  of  10,000  dollars, 
between  July  1943  and  September  1943.  The  receipt  of  the  first  installment  of  10,000 
dollars  on  account  of  the  sum  acknowledged  Z.K.N.  to  Dr.  Schwarzbart  by  the  telegram 
from  August  10,  1943,  (26)  and  the  whole  sum  in  the  letter  to  him  from  September  15, 
1943.  (27)” 

With  regard  to  other  Jewish  organizations  writes  Mr.  Iranek  Osmecki: 

“Other  Jewish  Organizations  availed  themselves  from  remittance  from  the  West  on  a 
smaller  scale.  And  so  in  the  report  of  Z.K.N.  from  November  15,  1943  (27),  it  informs 
London: 

'During  the  whole  year  (1942)  entered  into  organizations  united  in  Z.K.N.  two  relatively 
small  sums  by  the  agency  of  Bund,  and  3,000  $  for  Polalei  Zion  Right,  and  second  time 
1,500$  for  both,  1,000  for  the  left  and  500  $  for  the  right.  Only  in  June  1943  we 
received  the  first  great  sum  of  10,000  $  for  General  Zionist  and  Poalej  Zion  Right.  Later 
did  we  receive,  in  July,  August  and  September  1943,  3  times  per  10,000  $,  on  the 
account  of  sent  by  you  10,000  English  pounds. 

We  shall  quote  the  two  documents  No.  (26)  and  No.  (27)  mentioned  by  Iranek- 
Osmecki,  first  the  number  (26),  which  signature  stands  according  to  Iranek-Osmecki  as 
T-No.  78  W.  1281  No.  151,  L.  dz.  4379/43,  its  precise  signature  and  phrasing  is: 
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“T.  78.  pos.  189 

No.  151  London 

Lena  (Warsaw)  0.  VI.  L.  dz.  4397/43 

August  10,  1943  received  August  25,  1943 

To  Orkan  (Minister  of  Inner  Affair  of  the  Polish.  Government  in  London)  for 
Schwarzbart 

We  have  received  your  May  and  June  radio-telegrams.  We  confirm  receipt  of  the 
following  sums:  10  th.  dollars  for  Gen.  Zionists,  and  Poalej  Zion  Right,  and  first 
payment  of  10  t.  dollars  as  part  of  10  th.  (English)  pounds  from  the  Jewish  Agency,  We 
thank  you,  the  Agency,  the  Executive  and  Bratti  Morgan... 

Jewish  National  Committee.  (Z.K.N.)” 

And  now  to  the  number  (27),  which  on  p.  240  of  Iranek-Osmecki's  book  appears  as 
being  sent  on  September  15,  1943  and  on  p.  242  as  being  sent  on  November  15,  1943, 
and  which  signature  stands  according  to  Iranek-Osmecki  as  T-No.  46  W.  845,  we  shall 
quote  from  that  document  which  is  a  report  of  Z.K.N.  from  November  15, 1943,  and 
that  report  on  p.  11  contains  financial  report  of  Z.K.N.  for  the  period  of  1.1.43- 
31.9.43,  which  states: 

“hi  the  period  of  the  report  came  through  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  to  Z.K.N.  the 
following  sums: 


1 

2 

3 

4 


hi  June  1943-  equivalent  of  10,000  $,  sent  for  General  Zionists  and  661,150  zl. 
Poalei  Zion  Right 

hi  July  1943  equivalent  of  10,000  $  that  was  the  first  installment  on  650,000  zl. 
account  of  the  sent  for  Z.K.N.  10,000  English  Pound 

In  August  1943  as  equivalent  if  10,000  $,  that  was  the  second  816,000  zl. 
installment  of  the  above  mentioned  sum 

In  September  1943,  as  equivalent  if  10,000  $,  that  was  the  third  903.400  zl. 
installment  of  the  above  mentioned  sum 

Total  3.030.550  zl. 


For  those  payment  one  thing  more  could  be  said,  at  that  moment,  that  Z.K.N  (J.N.C.) 
had  not  been  paid  according  to  the  correct  conversion  rate,  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
quoted  below  documents,  the  first  document— T.  78.  pos.  68: 

“L.  dz.  K.  1396/43  Lena  (Warsaw) 

No.  5  Rec.  26  3.1943 

To  Stem3 

I  report  the  rate  of  the  foreign  currency  on  the  1 .3.43: 

1  paper  dollar  133-.  zl. 

1  golden  dollar  -422.  zl. 

1  Mark-  3  zl.  05  gr. 

Sobol” 


3  “Stem”-Mikolajczyk  Stanislaw-Vice  Prime  Minister  in  Polish  Government,  and  from  1943  Prime 
Minister 
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The  second  document  -T.  78.  pos.  125: 

“L.  dz.  K.  2925/43  Lena  26.5.1943 

No.  98  Rec.  8.6.1943 

I  report  the  rate  of  the  foreign  currency  on  the  1 .5.43: 

1  golden  dollar-400  zl. 

1  paper  dollar- 100  zl. 

1  Mark-  3  zl.  20  gr. 

Sobol  (Delegate)” 

1  paper  dollar  was  never  less  than  100  zl.  and  it  even  reached  the  rate  of  160  zl. 
Therefore  for  the  40,000  dollars,  the  Jews  should  have  been  paid  at  least  4,000,000  zl. 
and  not  3,030,550  zl.,  besides  why  to  pay  to  the  Jews  in  the  local  worthless  currency, 
if  the  money  came  in  dollars,  if  not  to  find  still  another  way  to  pay  them  less?  Now 
coming  back  to  Mr.  Iranek-Osmecki.  Those  3,030,000  zl.  were  the  money  received  for 
Z.K.N.  and  the  Jewish  organizations  alike,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  same  documents 
which  Iranek-Osmecki  quotes;  however  Mr.  Iranek  places  the  same  money  and  in 
excess,  once  as  the  money  received  by  Z.K.N.  and  the  second  time  as  the  money 
received  by  the  Jewish  organizations. 

Next,  Iranek-Osmecki  provides  6  payments,  which  Z.K.N.  received  in  the  period  from 
November  1,  1943  until  May  20,  1944,  which  make  up  to  126,000  dollars  without 
giving  details  of  each  payment.  .  We  shall  quote  two  documents  pertaining  to  those 
payments,  both  quoted  by  me  in  the  table  (d)  p.  14  items  No.  5a-5f.  The  first  one 
from  Dr.  Schwarzbart  archive13,  and  here  we  read  in  the  English  language: 

“From  the  report  of  the  Jewish  National  Committee,  dated  May  24th-Financial  matters. 

. During  the  period  from  November  1st  1943  to  May  20th  1944  we  received  from  you 

the  following  sums  of  money: 


1  In  the  beginning  of  November,  1943,  the  fourth  installment  of  10,000 

£  sent  to  J.N.C.  10,000$ 

2.  At  the  end  of  November  1943.  First  installment  of  10,000  £  sent  to 

J.N.C.  10,000  $ 

3.  In  December  1943.  Second  installment  of  the  above  amount  14,000  $ 

4.  In  January  1944.  Third  installment  of  the  above  amount  12,000  $ 

5.  In  April  1944.  Sent  to  the  J.N.C.,  via  Istanbul  +  Budapest  20,000  $ 


6.  In  May  1944.  First  installment  of  120,000  dollars-100,  000  from  the 

Joint,  and  20,000  from  the  Congress  60.000  $ 

Total  126.000  $ 

In  the  Polish  version  in  the  report  of  Z.K.N.14,  we  find  the  same  numbers.  Besides,  in 
the  two  documents  we  read:  “The  amount  of  15,000  English  pounds  which  you 
transmitted  to  us,  was  by  mistake  paid  to  the  Bund.  We  reached  an  agreement  on  this 
matter.  The  Bund  has  bound  themselves  to  pay  to  us  this  amount  shortly”.  Those  are 
the  same  60,000  dollars,  which  Bund  reported  in  his  last  report  “was  paid  to  us  by 
mistake  instead  of  Z.K.N.”  (See  item  No.  9a  in  table  (b)  on  page  14,  and  item  5e  of  the 
table  (d)  on  page  17. 
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About  the  next  payment  writes  Iranek-Osmecki:  “By  telegram  from  June  28,  1944  to 
Dr.  Schwarzbart  Z.K.N. -J.N.C.  acknowledges  receipt  of  100  thousands  dollars  from 
Joint  and  20  thousand  dollars  from  Congress”,  but  without  quoting  the  signature  of  the 
document. 

Regarding  the  120,000  $.  We  already  know  that  60,000  S  out  of  it  was  already 
included  in  the  item  No.  6  of  the  aforementioned  May  report,  and  now  Iranek-Osmecki 
is  putting  again  the  whole  sum.  But,  what  about  the  other  60,000  $.  The  answer  to  that 
question  may  be  collected  from  several  documents,  in  the  first  one  from  June  3,  1944 
sent  by  Z.K.N.  from  Warsaw  found  in  SPP  archive  in  which  we  read15: 

“To  Orkana 

I  send  for  Schwarzbartb 
Sobolc 

In  April  we  received  from  you  20  th.  dol.,  via  Hungary,  now  we  are  receiving 
(“otrzymujemy”)  100  th.  dol.  from  Joint  and  20  th.  from  the  Jewish  Congress.  We  have 
contacts  with  the  province  and  camps,  Indispensable  great  sums. 

Jozef  Sak” 

Remark:  there  is  no  sending  date  on  the  documents,  but  it  certainly  has  to  be  earlier 
than  June  2,  1944,  and  most  probably  coincided  with  the  May  report  of  Z.K.N.  In  the 
second  document  sent  on  July  28,  1944  by  Z.K.N.  from  Warsaw  found  also  in  SPP 
archive  in  which  we  read16: 

“..  The  received  100,000  dollars,  from  Joint,  and  20,000  from  the  Congress,  had  been 
used.  Needs  are  enormous,  send  further  large  sums,  immediately.  We  are  desperate. 

Z.K.N.  Jewish  National  Committee 
The  resolution  I  support  because  the  needs  are  tremendous 
Sobol  (Delegate)” 

The  third  document  sent  from  London  on  3.12.43,  that  is  much  earlier,  is  an 
instruction  of  “Orkan”-Berezowski-  the  Minister  of  Interior  Affairs  to  the 
Delegate  in  Poland,  how  to  use  the  money  sent.  It  is  not  destined  for  the  Jews, 
and  in  that  instruction  we  read  among  other  things  : 

Delegate 

2)  From  Joint,  sent  in  the  Post  No.  17,  for  the  assistance, 
of  the  Jews  in  Poland  100,000  dollars 

That  sum  should  be  utilized  by  Jewish  Committee 
under  the  control  of  the  Delegate 

3)  Paid  by  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  for  aid  and  rescue 

of  the  Jews,  under  the  control  of  the  Delegate  20,000  dollars” 


8  “Orkan”-Banaczyk  Wladyslaw-Minister  of  Inner  Affairs  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  Banaczyk,  like  Minister  Berezowski  later  were  in  charge  of  instructing  the  Polish 
Underground  authorities  how  the  money  sent  to  them  from  London  is  to  be  used.  They  were  also  the 
ones  who  gave  approval  of  sending  messages  to  the  Jewish  Underground  in  Poland  from  London. 

b  Schwarzbart  Ignacy-member  of  Rady  Narodowej  RP  in  London- 

c  “Sobol”-Jankowski  Jan  Stanislaw-the  Delegate 
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The  fourth  document,  is  found  in  the  archive  AAN  in  Poland,  it  is  from  March  30, 
1944,  it  is  signed  by  Kalski,  we  read  in  that  document  among  other  things18: 

“4.  They  are  big  orders  for  the  payment  100,000  $,  and  20,000  $.  In  the  assignment  is 
found  a  request  that  the  distribution  of  the  money  should  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Delegate  of  the  Government.  I  propose  to  pay  the  sums  to  the  R.O.Z.* 

Kalskib,  March  30,  1944” 

In  the  fifth  document  found  also  in  the  archive  AAN  in  Poland  we  read19: 

“To  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  in  the  Country. 

The  K.K. -Coordination  Committee  Z.K.N.  and  Bund-according  to  the  request  of  Mr. 
Plenipotentiary,  submits  the  plan  for  the  re-partition  of  the  sum  of  120,000  dollars 
received  from  "Joint”- 100,000  Dollars,  and  the  Congress  20,000  dollars: 

1  The  subvention  for  R.P.Z. 

2.  For  the  action  for  the  Jews  in  provinces  and  camps 

3 .  Assistance  for  the  Jews  in  Warsaw  being  in  the  range  of  the  care  of 
the  Kom.  Kord.  -Coordination  Committee,  (besides  R.P.Z.)  for 
about  6  thousand  persons 

4.  Subvention  for  Z.O.B c 

5 .  Assistance  for  the  victims  of  the  struggle  of  the  Polish  Underground 
with  the  invadersd 

As  can  be  seen,  only  item  No.  3  the  58  th.  $  are  to  be  assigned  to  the  Coordination 
Committee  or  Z.K.N.  The  sums  in  the  items  No.  4  and  5  are  not  known  because  that 
part  of  the  documents  is  tom  and  missing. 

Conclusion: 

The  120,000  dollars  from  the  Joint  and  the  Jewish  Congress  were  sent  from  Poland 
with  an  instruction  of  the  Polish  Government  “that  the  distribution  of  the  money  should 
be  under  the  control  of  Delegate  of  the  Government.”  Mr.  Kalski-the  representative  of 
the  Delegate  of  the  Government  “proposes  to  pay  the  sums  to  the  R.O.Z.  (Rada 
Opieki  nad  Zydami)-The  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews”.  R.O.Z.  and  later  R.P.Z.  -Rada 
Pomocy  Zydom  -The  Council  for  the  Aid  for  the  Jews,  which  are  under  exclusive 
financial  supervision  of  the  Office  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government.  Eventually  the 
K.K.  Coordination  Committee  is  obliged-  “according  to  the  request  of  Mr. 
Plenipotentiary”  to  make  “re-partition”  of  the  money,  that  is  willingly  to  surrender  its 
right  to  the  whole  sum  in  order  to  receive  at  least  part  of  it--  58,000  $,  which  became 
60,000  $,  probably  with  the  item  No.  4  of  that  “re-partition”.  The  only  thing  that 
Z.K.N.  can  write  is  that  it  received  60.000  $  in  its  May  report,  and  later  that  they  “are 


app.  10  th.  $ 
app.  40  th.  $ 

app.  58  th.  $ 


a  ROZ-Rada  Opieki  Zydow-the  Council  of  the  Care  for  the  Jews,  later  renamed  RPZ-Rada  Pomocy 
Zydow  Council  for  the  Aid  for  the  Jews,  both  founded  by  the  Polish  Underground  authorities,  and 
entirely  under  their  control. 

b  “Kalski”-Witold  Bierikowski  the  representative  of  the  Delegate  in  ROZ  later  called  RPZ. 

0  Because  of  the  tom  document  the  sum  missing 
d  Because  of  the  tom  document  the  sum  missing 
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receiving  the  money”,  and  that  the  money  “had  been  used”.  Of  course  that  Z.K.N.  was 
not  allowed  to  report  the  whole  truth,  but  only  to  express  it  in  a  roundabout  way,  just 
like  Bund. 

About  other  payments  supposedly  paid  to  Z.K.N.  Iranek-Osmecki  writes  on  p.  241: 

“In  the  same  month,  July  27,  1944,  by  the  telegram  No.  186  (22)  the  Minister  of 
Interior  Affairs  instructed  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  to  pay  to  Z.K.N.  50,000 
dollars,  paid  to  the  Polish  Govern  in  Poland  in  London  by  Jewish  Agency. 

Later,  the  telegraphic  instruction  of  the  Minister  of  Interior  Affairs,  instructing  the 
Delegate  of  the  Gov.  to  pay  Z.K.N.  the  sum  of  48,625  dollars,  bears  the  date  of 
December  4,  1944.  (18) 

Finally  the  last  instruction  of  the  payment  to  Z  K.N.  of  the  sum  of  12,700  $  received 
in  London  from  Zionists  organizations,  bears  the  date  of  January  17,  1945,  and  therefore 
in  the  final  expulsion  of  the  Germans  from  Poland,  when  the  Jews  started  to  come  from 
their  hidings.  (29) 

In  total  Z.K.N.  received  by  the  intermediary  of  Del.  of  the  Gov.  brought  from  the  West, 
by  the  parachutists  of  AK  the  sum  of  400,000.” 

In  all  three  payments  Iranek-Osmecki  speaks  about  instruction  to  pay,  but  not  about 
the  money  received.  That  money  had  never  been  acknowledged.  And  we  will  see  that 
the  Head  of  the  Department  of  National  Minorities  in  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  will 
itself  pass  an  information  to  Schwarzbart  that  “from  April  (1944  till  January  17  1945 
Z.K.N.)  did  not  receive  money”.  What  happened  with  the  money  that  the  Jewish 
organizations  did  not  receive?  Iranek-Osmecki  tries  to  answer  that  question  in  his 
book20: 

“  There  is  lack  of  information  in  the  archives,  how  much  money  destined  for  the  Jews 
had  been  lost.  We  have  at  our  disposal  only  the  number  of  losses  sustained  by  AK,  and 
they  threw  light  on  the  problem.  Omitting  all  other  currency  34,823,166  dollars  have 
been  sent  to  Poland.  On  the  way  in  the  air  have  been  lost  1,763,000  dollars” 

Still  1,763,000  out  of  34,823,166  is  only  5%,  while  1,160.963  out  of  1,536,  936  (if  we 
combine  the  money  of  Bund  and  Z.K.N.  together)  are  75.5%.  Yes!  75.5%  of  the 
money  sent  from  the  West  through  the  channel  of  Polish  government  in  London  did 
not  reach  the  Jewish  organizations  in  Poland. 

But  there  is  not  a  complete  “lack  of  information”  in  the  archives  with  regard  to  what 
happened  with  the  money,  we  found  the  following  documents  in  the  archive  SPP21: 

“Coded  telegram  -Secrete  sent  16.LH.45-08.50 

No.  014  received  16  in  45-10.40 

436  Wanda,  al  to  11  de  40  decoded  16  DI  45-12.00 

Stamped:  Secrete-  1466 

A _  17  MAR  1945 

News  from  Krakowski  Region  from  12. Ill  (handwritten) 

Port  and  Rownik  from  Okopow  on  March  12,  1945 
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Socha8-  the  District  Commandant  of  D.R.  -(Delegatura  Rzqdu)  -Delegate  of  the 
Government  called  by  NKWDb.  was  asked  what  happened  with  the  sum  of  150  th.  paper 
dol.  sent  for  the  help  for  the  Jews,  and  paid  by  the  Jewish  community  before  1.X.44  to 
“Centrala”-telegram  No.  42  from  18.1.45  to  DR  signed  by  the  Minister  of  Internal 
Affairs  Banaczyk. 

(KRUK  II)” 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  document,  in  handwriting,  certainly  written  already  in  Poland, 
from  what  was  readable,  and  understandable: 

“L.  12985/44 
12430/44 
12430/44 
241/45 

No.  of  belts  291/26—  43,846  $ 

292/26-  30,000  $ 

293/26-  75,000  $ 

148,846  $  “ 

What  that  document  suggests  is  that  the  Polish  Underground  connected  with  the 
Government  of  London,  which  did  not  recognize  the  official  Polish  present  authorities 
connected  with  the  Soviet  Union,  continuing  to  act  in  the  underground  after  the 
Germans  were  expelled,  and  used  the  money  destined  for  the  Jews  for  their  activities. 
The  document  is  presented  in  the  appendix  12. 

Now  coming  back  to  Iranek-Osmecki  assessment  that  besides  Bund  they  were  two 
different  recipients  of  the  money  one  Z.K.N.  and  the  other  the  Jewish  Organizations. 
That  assessment  is  not  only  misleading  but,  in  my  opinion,  bordering  on  ignorance. 
Z.K.N.  was  not  representative  of  all  Jewish  community;  it  first  and  foremost  was 
representing  Jewish  organization,  which  we  learnt  already  in  Chapter  I.  But  let  us  find 
out,  for  instance  what  happened  with  the  3.030,550  zl.  received  by  Z.K.N.  in  the 
period  from  1.1.43-31.9.43,  as  shown  in  the  table  (d)  items  No.  1-4  p.  17,  and  detailed 
on  p.  24  of  this  chapter.  In  that  very  report  are  also  details  how  that  money  was  used, 
which  I  will  quote: 


1  Help  for  the  members  of  General  Zionists  and  their  families  335,000  zl. 

2  Help  for  the  members  Poalej  Zion  Right  and  their  families  355,000  zl. 

3  Help  for  the  members  of  He-Halutz  and  youth  organizations  835,000  zl. 

4  Help  for  the  members  of  Ha-Shomer  Hatzair,  Dror,  Akiba, 

Gordonia, 

Poalej  Zion  Left  285,000  zl. 

5  Help  for  the  camps  and  ghettos  585,000  zl. 

6  Individual  allowances  350,000  zl. 

7  Subvention  for  R.P.Z.  at  the  Delegate  of  the  government  250,000  zl. 

8  Administration  expenses,  miscellaneous  30,550  zl. 

Total  3,030,550  zl. 


a  “Socha” -T.  Seweryn-the  Delegate  of  the  Government  of  Poland  for  the  District  of  Krakow 
b  NKWD-Security  Forces  in  the  Soviet  Union 
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It  adds  up  to  3,025,550  and  not  to  3,030,550,  but  in  any  case  it  can  be  seen  that  out  of 
the  total  3,030,550  zf.  -1,810,000  that  is  60%  went  to  specific  organizations,  and  only 
935,000  zi.  -31%  for  other  purposes. 

At  the  end  of  that  chapter  I  must  explain  why  I  chose  to  dissect  the  bowels  of  Mr. 
Iranek-Osmecki' s  dissertation  and  not  to  restrict  myself  to  my  own  computation.  Mr. 
Iranek  Osmecki  is  not  just  another  historian,  whose  final  reckoning  could  be 
juxtaposed  to  the  results  of  other  historians  in  order  to  come  nearer  the  truth.  Mr. 
Iranek-Osmecki  is  not  just  another  historian  but  “dyplomowany  pulkownik”  a  certified 
colonel  which  title  he  “forgot”  to  place  in  his  book,  “Who  saves  one  life”,  or  to 
mention  his  extremely  vast  experience  which  allowed  him  to  cope  with  the  task  of 
writing  that  book. 

Mr.  Kazimierz  Iranek-Osmecki  or  to  mention  his  crypto-names  in  the  Polish 
Underground  ’’Antoni”,  “Makary”,  “Heller”,  “Jarecki”,  the  author  of  the  book  “Zarys 
Rozwoju  Armii  Krajowej”-”The  Outline  of  the  Development  of  the  Home  Army”  is 
mentioned  in  28  documents  in  the  5  volumes  of  the  “Armia  Krajowa  w 
Dokumentach”-”The  Home  Army  in  the  Documents”;  he  fulfilled  twice  the  task  of  the 
emissary  between  the  occupied  Poland  and  Great  Britain,  carrying  money  and  the  most 
vital  post  between  Military  Headquarters  in  London  and  the  Delegate  of  the 
Government;  he  was  the  one  who  organized  the  air-drops  operation  of  military 
equipment  and  money  to  Poland;  he  was  in  charge  of  training  the  parachutists;  he 
organized  communication  using  diplomatic  post  of  friendly  foreign  diplomats;  he  was 
an  expert  in  radio  underground  communication.  No  less  than  being  a  military  expert,  he 
was  an  extremely  capable  diplomat,  who  on  behalf  of  the  Polish  military  Headquarters 
in  London,  tried  to  reconcile  the  inimical  parties  in  the  Polish  Underground;  he  was 
also  the  one  who  participated  in  the  logistic  preparation  for  the  Polish  uprising  in 
Warsaw,  and  as  the  most  trustworthy  officers  of  Bor  Komorowski-  the  Chief  in 
Command  of  the  Home  Army-  was  appointed  as  the  main  negotiator,  to  negotiate  and 
sign  the  capitulation  agreement  between  AK  and  the  German  military  forces  under  the 
command  of  SS  Obergruppenfuhrer  und  General  der  Polizei  von  dem  Bach;  and  finally 
he  was  found  certainly,  again  by  Bor  Komorowski  after  the  war,  equal  to  the  task  of 
preparing  the  official  version  of  the  Polish  Underground  and  Polish  Government  in 
Exile  of  their  assistance  to  the  Polish  Jewry,  published  by  “Studium  Polski 
Podziemnej”,  the  private  abode  of  Bor  Komorowski  which  turned  later  to  the  Archive 
of  the  Polish  underground. 

Turning  to  another  historian  Dariusz  Stola,  he  writes  in  his  already  mentioned  book 
that  “from  autumn  1942  till  the  end  of  1944  Bund  received  230  th.  dollars,  from  which 
60  th.  erroneously.22”  That  leaves  170  thousand  dollars  net,  compared  to  my  150 
thousand  dollars.  However  Mr.  Stola  writes  also,  “since  November  1943  Bund  was 
paid  99  th.  Dollars,  besides  60  th.  dollars  erroneously”.  However  that  is  not  correct, 
because  Bund  was  paid  only  69  thousand  dollars  since  November  1943,  besides  60 
thousand  dollars  erroneously.  Now  we  deduct  from  170  th.  dollars  the  difference 
between  99  and  69  th.  dollars  it  leaves  for  Bund  only  140  th.  dollars,  against  my  150 
thousand  dollars.  On  the  other  hand  Mr.  Stola  writes,  “that  till  November  1943  the 
delegate  paid  to  Bund  71  th.  dollars”,  which  again  is  not  correct,  because  till 
November  the  Delegate  has  paid  to  Bund  81  thousand  dollars.  The  additional  10  th. 
dollars  brings  us  again  to  150  th.  dollars,  exactly  to  the  sum,  which  I  have  arrived  at. 
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Mr.  Stola  writes  also  that  Zygielbojm  and  Szerer  sent  in  the  meantime  460  th.  dollars, 
from  which  130  th.  dollars  was  paid  at  the  end  of  January  1945”.  As  we  shall  quote 
Mr.  Stola  himself  later  on,  no  payment  were  sent  to  the  Jews  on  January  1945,  but  first 
we  would  like  to  correct  a  cardinal  assumption  i.e.  Zygielbojm  and  Szerer  had  nothing 
to  do  with  sending  the  money,  or  giving  instruction  how  to  use  the  money,  their  task  of 
financial  help  was  finished  with  depositing  the  money  of  Jewish  organizations  into  the 
hands  of  the  representative  of  the  Polish  Government,  to  speak  exactly  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Serafmski  the  Head  of  the  National  Minority  Department  in  M.S.W. -Ministry  of 
Inner  Affairs.  With  regard  to  the  money  sent,  Mr.  Stola  is  making  his  assessment  here, 
in  a  great  measure,  based  on  the  letter,  supposedly  sent  by  Bund  to  Poland  on  January 
1945,  (the  exact  date  is  January  30,1945)  a  letter  to  which  I  will  return  in  Chapter  No. 
V  p.  63-64,  and  Chapter  No.  VII  p.  81. 

As  to  Z.K.N.  Mr.  Stola  writes,  that  “from  May  1943  till  January  1945,  to  the  hands  of 
activists  of  Z.K.N.  was  sent  by  the  agency  of  the  government  412  th.  dollars  in  10 
remittance  orders.  Only  for  150  th.  dollars  we  have  acknowledgment  of  payments”  . 
According  to  my  documents  we  have  acknowledgment  of  payments  for  226  th.  dollars 
(see  table  (d)  p.  No.  14).  According  to  my  documents  the  deposits  for  Z.K.N.  in 
London  amounted  to  1,039,625  dollars.  Mr.  Stola,  however,  writes  that  “from  other 
telegrams  from  the  archive  of  the  Delegate  Office  arises,  that  money  were  going  to  the 
Country.  From  July  till  December  1944  was  sent,  it  appears,  4,701,000  dollars,  but  it  is 
doubtful,  if  reached,  and  were  paid  to  the  Jews”24 

Mr.  Stola  writes  also  about  the  last  deposit  for  Z.K.N.: 

“hi  January  1945  reached  London  one  more  payment,  amounting  to  200  th.  dollars.  In 
view  of  the  well-founded  concerns  about  the  fate  of  the  dispatches,  in  face  of 
disorganization  of  the  underground  structure  and  the  doubtful  contact  of  Arciszewski 
government  with  the  country,  the  money  was  not  deposited  to  the  Polish  M.S.W.- 
Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs.  Joint  and  the  Jewish  organizations  were  sending  now  help 
through  the  territory  administrated  by  the  government  of  Lublin.” 

I  will  prove  in  Chapter  Vffl,  that  the  200  th.  dollars,  did  indeed  reach  the  Polish 
Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs-M.S.W.! 

Another  attempt  to  find  out  how  much  money  was  deposited  by  the  Jewish 
organization  at  the  hand  of  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile,  was  made  by  the  historian 
David  Engel 

“The  precise  figure  is  difficult  to  determine  because  of  reference  to  identical 
contributions.  The  figure  of  1,727,  363  $  is  based  upon  comparison  and  collation  of  the 
following  documents:  Jacob  Pat,  Jewish  Labor  Committee,  New  York,  Financial 
Counselor,  Polish  Embassy,  Washington,  April  13,  May  21,  July  21,  September  16, 
December  18,  1944,  DRI-INV.  153/13:  “zestawienie  dokonanych  wyplat  Organizacjom 
Zydowskim  w  kraju”  January  19  1945,  and  Gorka  to  Szwarzbart  July  25,  1944,  YVA- 
M2/267;  Reiss  to  Schwarzbart  July  13,  1944,  YVA-M2/436;  “Wykaz  sum  wplaconych 
przez  Joint,”  n.d.;  “Wykaz  sum  dla  Berezowskiego  wplaconych  przez  Reprezentacje 
Aner.  Bundu,  “,  October  26,  1944;  Wykaz  sum  wplaconych  przez  Komit,  Rob.  N.d.; 
and  receipts  signed  by  Pawel  Siudak,  Polish  Interior  Ministry.  June  27,  December  1,2 
1944.  JLBA-ME  42/5c.  The  principal  contributors  were  the  American  Jewish  Joint 
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Distribution  Committee,  The  Jewish  Labor  Committee,  the  American  Committee  of  the 
Bund,  and  the  Rescue  Committee  of  the  Jewish  Agency  for  Palestine.  Documents  in  the 
same  files  indicate  that  from  outbreak  of  the  war  through  March  1944  these  same 
organizations  had  transmitted  no  more  than  600,000  $.  via  Polish  government  channels 
(although  in  mid- 1943,  they  had  discussed  the  possibility..)”25 


CHAPTER  IY 


Gasping  for  a  little  air. 


Even  the  deficient  money,  which  the  Polish  underground  authorities  handed  over  to  the 
Jewish  organizations,  came  with  extreme  delay,  after  endless  entreaties  and 
supplications.  We  shall  start  by  quoting  the  letters  of  Bund: 

1.  The  letter  of  “Mikolaj”3,  the  representative  of  Bund,  from  28.05.43  sent  by  Wencki 
b  to  the  Delegate  on  May  30,  19.43: 

“To  my  department  came  the  following  letter  of  Bund: 

'To  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  in  the  Homeland 

In  the  beginning  of  February  1943  informed  me  Mr.  Grabowiecki  that  Zygielbojmc  sent 
to  us  5  th.  and  10  th.  dollars,  I  have  received  only  10  th.  dollars.  In  spite  of  my  multiple 
appeals,  that  matter  had  not  been  settled.  In  a  few  others  telegrams  I  have  asked 
Zygielbojm  for  explanation. 

On  April  22,  Mr.  Grabowiecki  handed  me  a  letter  from  Zygielbojm  from  March  6,  1943 
and  a  telegram  from  April  1943.  In  the  letter  from  March  6,  1943  Zygielbojm  informed 
us  that  from  September  1943  till  December  1943  he  remitted  to  us  three  times  5 
thousand  dollars,  and  from  January  1943  till  March  1943  three  times  10,000  dollars.  It 
follows  from  that  that  a  total  sum  of  45,000  dollars,  was  sent  to  us  from  which  a 
substantial  part  was  also  destined  for  other  groups.  In  the  aforementioned  telegram  from 
April  1943,  Zygielbojm  informed  us,  that  he  remitted  to  us  in  April  further  13,000 
dollars  instructing  us  to  pay  from  that  sum  to  other  groups  another  3,000  dollars. 

Together,  therefore,  Zygielbojm  remitted  through  the  Delegate  Office  to  us;  from 
September  1942  till  April  1943  total  58,000  dollars.  In  the  telegram  sent  by  Zygielbojm 
on  May  6,  1943  (in  response  to  demanded  by  me  explanation)  received  here  on  May  19. 
1943,  and  handed  to  me  on  May  26  1943,  Zygielbojm  clearly  communicated  me  (I  quote 
verbatim  the  corresponding  text  of  the  telegram): 

'...from  September  I  have  sent  to  you  58  dollars,  did  you  receive  it,  do  you  need  more, 
and  how  much? ' 

We  received  from  the  Delegate  Office  together  33,000  dollars,  namely  in  October  1942- 
5  th.  dollars,  in  December  1942-5  th.  dollars,  in  February  1953--  10  th.  dollars  and  on 
April  23--  13  thousand  dollars.  Therefore  we  had  not  been  paid  25  th.  dollars 
(my  emphasize) 


“Mikolaj”  or  “Berezowski”  -cryptonyms  of  Leon  Feiner,  the  representative  of  Bund  in  the  occupied 
Poland. 

“Wencki” -Witold  Bierikowski-representative  of  the  Delegate  in  RPZ-Rady  Pomocy  Zydom,  the 
Council  for  the  Relief  of  the  Jews 

Zygielbojm  Szmul,  the  representative  of  Bund  in  the  Polish  National  Council  in  London 


34 


On  the  request  of  Mr.  Grabowiecki,  I  handed  him  on  April  23,  1943,  —in  the  time  of 
receipt  of  the  sum  of  13  th.  dollars,  -the  above-mentioned  detailed  financial  report,  from 
which  is  undoubtedly  evident  that  still  the  sum  of  25  th.  dollars  is  owed  to  us.  I  asked 
him  then  about  immediate  payment  of  the  overdue  sums.  Mr.  Grabowiecki  promised  to 
check  the  matter  and  to  pay  after  holiday  the  outstanding  sum.  Until  now,  however,  the 
matter  did  not  move  from  its  place. 

The  sums  mentioned  by  Zygielbojm  in  the  letter  from  May  1943,  were  being  sent 
according  to  that  letter  and  a  telegram  every  month.  Their  non-payments  caused  us 
considerable  harm.  I  ask  intensely  and  once  more  to  issue  immediate  instructions  in  order 

that  those  overdue,  since  several  months,  sums  in  the  amount  of  25  th.  dollars  (my 
emphasize)  will  be  paid  to  us  without  delay. 

Warsaw  May  28,  1943  for  C.K.R.  Z.M.Pr  w  Pa 

(-)  Mikoiaj" 

I  kindly  ask  for  the  answer  to  the  matter  concerned.  I  ask  very  much  for  a  meeting  on  the 
matters  of  my  department. 

With  expression  of  respect 
Wencki,  previously  Jan 

May  30,  1943”1 

2.  Next  document  to  be  quoted  is  the  letter  of  “Mikoiaj”,  representative  of  Bund, 
from  June  16,  1943  sent  to  the  Delegate: 

“To  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  in  the  Homeland: 

....  And  now-once  more  on  the  matters  concerning  the  sums,  remitted  to  us  by  our  friend 
Zygielbojm  and  until  now  not  paid. 

By  the  reason  that  the  matter  is  very  urgent,  and  that  the  corresponding  sums  beyond  any 
doubt  were  sent  to  us  from  London,  (because  Zygielbojm  informed  us  about  it,  and 
demanded  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt)  we  ask  kindly  and  once  more  about  hastening 
the  settling  of  those  outstanding  payments 

Irrespectively,  however,  of  the  matters  of  the  overdue  payments,  I  renew  my  wish,  which 
many  times  I  expressed,  lastly  before  Mr.  Wencki,  namely: 

At  the  beginning  of  February  1943,  Mr.  Grabowiecki  informed  me  that  two  sums  had 
arrived  for  us  5  th.  and  10  th.  dollars,  and  that  he  will  pay  it  to  us.  We  have  been  paid 
only  10  th.  dollars.  Only  after  several  weeks  explained  to  me  Mr.  Grabowiecki  that  he 
could  not  pay  the  5  th.  dollars,  because  the  instruction  was  written  on  the  name  of  Mr. 
Berez.  I  declared  to  Mr.  Grabowiecki,  that  it  certainly  concerns  Berezowski,  the 
representative  of  Bund  in  Poland,  whose  name  became  deformed  or  shortened,  Mr. 
Grabowiecki  answered  that  he  could  be  able  to  remit  the  payment  only  after  receiving 
explanation  if  the  instruction  really  concerns  our  representative.  It  was  at  the  end  of 
February  1943. 


C.K.RZ.M.Pr.w  P.  -Centralny  Komitet  Rady  Zydowskich  Mas  Pracujacych  w  Polsce-The  Central 
Committee  of  the  Jewish  Council  of  the  Working  Masses  in  Poland-crypto-name  of  Bund 
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On  April  23,  1943  (my  emphasize),  Mr.  Grabowiecki  handed  me  over  a 
telegram  and  a  letter  from  Zygielbojm  from  which  was  evident  beyond  any  doubt  that  we 

are  due  38  th.  dollars,  which  after  payment  on  the  next  day  13  th.  dollars,  leaves  an 

unpaid  sum  of  25  th.  dollars  (my  emphasize).  Mr.  Grabowiecki  announced 
to  me  then  that  what  obliges  the  Delegate  Office  are  the  instructions  coming  from 
London,  and  on  that  matter  he  will  ask  for  explanation.  On  the  other  hand  Mr. 
Grabowiecki  assured  me  that  the  5  th.  dollars,  which  had  to  be  paid  to  us  in  the 
beginning  of  February,  will  be  paid  to  me  directly  after  Easter,  because  now  it  is  obvious 
that  that  sum  belongs  to  us.  Alas,  that  sum  of  5  th.  dollars  sent  at  the  beginning  of 
February,  which  Mr.  Grabowiecki  promised  to  pay  at  the  end  of  April,  till  now  was  not 
paid  to  us,  in  spite  that  even  the  Delegate  himself  affirmed  that  it  belongs  to  us. 

I  am  asking  kindly  and  strongly  for  the  delayed  payment,  in  any  case,  for  that  sum  of  5 
th.  dollars,  without  waiting  for  clarification  from  London,  and  for  payment  of  other 
sums,  deposited  for  us  and  amounting  to  10  th.  dollars  each  month,  and  until  now  not 
paid  to  us  by  the  Delegate. 

for  C.K.Z.M.  Pr.  In  Poland 

Mikolaj  Warsaw,  June  16,  1943”2 

And  now  few  words  more  about  the  unpaid  5  th.  dollars.  The  copy  of  the  document  is 
presented  in  the  appendix  No. 3.  The  document  itself  is  from  SPP  Studium  Polski 
Podziemnej  archive,  it  says: 

“London,  December  21,  1942 
(To  the)  Delegate: 

Following  (telegram  No.)  126  I  am  asking  to  pay  to  Bund  to  Mr.  Berez.  5  th.  dollars, 
here  paid  by  Zygielbojm. 

Stem.3”3 

“Stem”-is  the  cryptonym  of  Stanislaw  Mikolaj  czyk  the  Minister  of  Interior  Affair  in  the  Polish 
Government  in  Exile,  and  he  declares  that  the  money  was  deposited  by  Zygielbojm,  the 
representative  of  Bund,  and  a  member  of  the  Polish  National  Council  in  London.  Is  it  not  clear 
to  whom  Zygielbojm  is  sending  money  in  Poland?  There  is  a  distinct  point  at  the  end  of  the 
word  Berez.  and  therefore  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  an  abbreviation  of  a  name.  And  that 
abbreviation  was  made  by  somebody  who  phrased  that  telegram,  and  because  of  that 
abbreviation  of  writing  Berez.  instead  of  Berezowki,  the  Bund  did  not  receive  that  5  th.  dollars, 
in  spite  of  all  the  demands  and  entreaties  of  “Mikolaj”,  or  “Berezowski”  both  cryptonyms  of 
Leon  Feiner  the  representative  of  Bund  in  Poland,  also  member  of  R.P.Z.  But  because  of  that 
abbreviation,  because  somebody  had  written  “Berez.”  instead  Berezowski  the  money  was  not 
paid  to  Bund  in  Poland.  And  after  everything  was  clarified  the  5,000  $  was  still  not  paid. 

3.  Next  document  is  the  letter  of  Bund  ”  from  8.  VTI.  1943  to  “Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  Government  in  the  Country:” 


a  “StenT-crypto-name  of  Mikolajczyk  Stanislaw-Minister  of  Inner  Affairs,  and  later  Prime  Minister  in 
the  Polish  government  in  exile  in  Poland.  . 
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“By  reason  of  exhaustion  of  our  funds,  together  with  the  intensified  needs,  and  in  view  of 
the  not  received  until  now  sums  sent  to  us  long  ago  by  our  friend  Artur  Zygielbojm  in 
London,  we  are  forced  to  turn  with  a  kind  petition  for  gracious  payment  to  us  in  the  form 
of  an  advance  on  our  money  due  to  us  the  sums  in  the  height  of  200,000  zlotys.  That 
loan  we  will  immediately  return  after  handing  to  us  the  corresponding  sums  (of  5  th.  and 
20  th.  dollars)  or  handing  to  us  the  first  one. 

With  thanks. 

By  the  reason  that  the  matter  is  very  urgent  I  am  asking  kindly  about  gracious  treating 
the  matter  as  not  suffering  any  delay. 

Warsaw  8. VII- 1943 

For  C.K.R.Z.M.Pr  in  Poland” 

The  problem  of  25  th.  dollars  continued.  Only  on  June  18,  1943  the  Delegate  asked 
Stem  about  instructions  with  regard  to  25  th.  dollars,  and  it  took  almost  three  months 
for  that  telegram  to  arrive  in  London  that  is  on  September  8, 1943: 

Bund  based  on  the  letter  of  Zygielbojm  from  6.5.43  demands  payment  of  58  th.  dollars, 
which,  was  “jakoby”  supposedly,  paid  to  you  by  Zygielbojm.  From  September  1942  till 
May  1943, 1  paid  to  Bund  33  th.  dollars,  in  the  result  of  your  instructions,  please 
instruct  if  the  payment  of  25  th.  dollars  is  well  founded. 

Sobol”4 

The  answer  to  that  telegram  was  sent  on  September  9,  1943.  When  it  was  received  is 
not  written,  but  the  instruction  was  only  for  part  of  the  sum:  “Please  pay  15  th.  10  th. 
still  for  clarification....”5 

4.  Next  document  to  be  quoted  is  the  letter  of  “Mikolaj”  from  August  11.43  sent 
to  the  Delegate: 

“To  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Gov.  in  the  Homeland 
I  apply  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  with  a  plea: 

I  am  asking  kindly  for  an  information,  if  and  what  are  the  results  of  the  telegrams 
sent  by  your  instructions  to  London,  concerning  the  payment  due  to  us  of  the  sum  of 

25,000  dollars,  or  kindly  what  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  deems  necessary  to  instruct,  in 
order  that  the  relevant  sums  will  be  paid  to  us.  In  case  of  negative  news  from  London,  I 
am  asking  kindly  for  payment  on  account  of  the  due  to  us  money  to  pay  us  the  amount  of 
500,000  zl. 

That  request  I  motivate  by  the  catastrophic  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves  at 
present.  Our  means  are  completely  exhausted.  We  were  obliged  therefore  to  raise  a  loan 
in  the  amount  of  125,000  zl.  which  we  have  to  return  in  the  nearest  future.  That  amount 
we  deposited  to  R.P.Z.  In  Warsaw,  unwilling  to  withdraw  our  promise  to  pay  it,  in  the 
conviction  that  we  will  be  paid  substantial  amount  of  money.  The  remaining  sum, 
however,  did  not  allow  us  even  to  cope  with  our  need  in  Warsaw,  not  speaking  about  the 
aid  to  the  Jews  in  labor  camps,  which  requires  huge  amounts  of  money. 

We  are  now  in  such  a  situation,  that  if  we  will  not  receive  considerable  amount  of 
money,  a  lot  of  persons,  not  able  from  obvious  reasons  to  earn  money,  and  being 
therefore  supported  solely  by  us,  will  immediate  perish.  The  children  whose  parents  have 
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been  lost,  the  persons  of  the  so  called  "bad  appearance",  not  allowed  to  leave  then- 
apartments,  for  which  we  had  to  pay  money  in  advance  considerable  amount  of  money, 
besides  we  need  money,  rising  from  month  to  month  as  payments  to  the  persons  who  fell 
victims  to  blackmail,  and  forced  to  pay  to  the  criminals,  all  those  persons  will  perish 
immediately,  if  will  not  receive  adequately  high  amounts  of  money. 

So  many  of  us  had  perished,  more  than  from  any  other  strata  of  society.  We  have  to 
rescue  the  rest-it  is  our  duty,  and  duty  of  each  citizen.  We  cannot  imagine,  as  a  possible 
thing,  that  only  because  of  lack  of  money,  money  that  after  all  is  due  to  us  since  many 
long  months,  those  men,  women  and  children  will  have  to  perish  that  we  would  be  not 
able  to  fulfill  our  duty  and  save  them. 

for  C.K.  Z.M.  Pr.  In  Poland 

Mikotaj”6 

5.  And  another  letter  of  Bund  (Lasocki)  “To  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government 
in  the  Homeland”,  (sent  evidently  after  November  1943): 

“I  apply  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  on  the  following  matter: 

Today  we  received  the  following  cable: 

'I  transmit  the  cable  of  Szerer  about  5,000  $  for  Bund.  Ber.  I  have  paid  and  will  be 
sent  Ber.  Besides,  send  handwritten  receipt,  the  expected  reports,  publications,  and 
the  receipts  for  formers  sums.  Ber.  The  lack  of  receipts  very  unpleasant.  What  with 
Janczyn  and  others?  Who  is  saved?  What  about  the  Jewish  Committee?  Send  the 
most  important  news  by  telegraph. 

Emanuel  Szerer,  the  member  of  the  National  Council  (London)  -February,  3,  1944- 
(57).  Received  March  3,  1944  (58),  (Warsaw) ' 

From  the  aforementioned  cable  transpires,  that  our  organs  abroad,  did  not  receive  from 
us  till  February  3,  1944  any  news,  receipt  from  for  the  sent  sums,  reports  and 
statements. 

I  draw  attention  that  in  the  last  months,  we  have  sent  to  our  organs  abroad  series  of 
cables,  and  besides  on  November  1943,  18-th  pages  statement,  in  which  letters  had  been 
included,  all  required  from  us  news.  Relating  the  mentioned  cables  and  statements  we 
had  been  assured,  that  they  been  sent  and  handed  over, 

From  the  aforementioned  cable  transpires  further,  that  before  February  3,  1943  had  been 
remitted  to  us  by  the  member  of  the  National  Council  -Dr.  Emanuel  Szerer  the  sum  of 
5,000  $,  which  until  that  very  moment  we  did  not  receive. 

Finally  with  regard  to  the  required  from  us  receipts  for  the  sent  to  us  sums,  it  is 
necessary  to  hand  to  us  statement  of  all  sums  sent  to  us  from  abroad,  including  dates  of 
their  dispatch,  the  persons  or  the  institutions  which  sent  them.  And  informing  us  about 
the  cables  signalizing  sending  of  those  sums,  and  that  with  an  aim  to  enable  to  us  to 
carry  on  examination  by  our  auditing  organs. 

We  ask  also  kindly  to  arrange  a  personal  meeting  with  Mr.  Plenipotentiary,  and  that  if 
possible  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

For  C.K.R.Z.M.  Pr  in  Poland 
(Lasocki)”7 


» 
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6.  Next  document  to  be  quoted  is  the  letter  of  “Mikolaj”  to  Mr.  Kalski  from  28.1.44: 
“To  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  on  the  Country 

I  ask  kindly  again  about  gracious  providing  me  with  the  height  of  the  sums  in  dollars, 
which  had  been  remitted  to  us  from  abroad,  the  persons  or  the  organizations  which  had 
sent  them  to  us,  and  finally  the  date  of  corresponding  dispatches  of  cables  or  letters  on 
the  base  of  which  the  mentioned  sums  had  been  remitted  or  signalized.  That  matter  is 
very  urgent  and  important  for  us,  by  the  reason  of  the  necessity  of  closing  our 
accountant  books,  and  carrying  on  control  by  our  auditing  organs  with  regard  to  the 
pressure  of  our  organization  in  London,  demanding  approval  of  the  money  received  by 
us. 

At  the  same  time  I  ask  kindly  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  sum  paid  to  us  in  the  period 
from  16.10.43  up  to  23.12.43  including,  noting  the  corresponding  rate  of  exchange. 

Warsaw  28.1.44 

For  C.K.R.Z.M.  Pr.  in  Poland 
(-)  Mikolaj”8 

7.  And  another  document  of  “Mikolaj”  to  Mr.  Kalski  is  from  February  24,  1944: 
“To 

The  very  Respectable  Mr.  Kalski 

I  am  asking  you  kindly  for  the  answer  to  the  following  questions: 

1 .  To  inform  me  if  and  when  will  be  paid  to  us  further  sums,  because  based  on  the 
letter,  which  I  received  on  November  1943  from  London,  a  considerable  amount 
of  money  is  owed  to  us,  not  taking  into  account  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  letter, 
and  which  should  have  been  delivered  to  us.  Besides  I  ask  of  the  final  clearing  of 
the  question  of  not  paid  to  us  by  the  Delegate  Office  since  August  of  the  former 

year,  the  agreed  sum  of  25  th.  dollars,  (as  a  matter  of  fact  from  February 
1943 -my  remark-that  is  after  one  year!) 

2.  I  emphasize,  that  further  sums  are  indispensable  to  us,  with  regard  to  the  huge 
expenses  connected  with  the  increase  of  number  of  taken  care  by  us  people. 

3 .  Iam  asking  to  deliver  to  me  the  list  of  the  sums  in  foreign  currency,  with 

corresponding  dates  of  their  dispatch  with  annotation  who  had  deposited  them, 
and  that  from  August  1943  till  the  present  day. 

4.  Of  delivering  us  list  of  the  sums  paid  to  us  by  the  Delegate  Office  till  the  present 
Day  with  indication  of  the  rate  of  exchange. 

5 .  Of  paying  to  us  the  next  sums  in  an  efficient  way  with  regard  to  the  weighty 
problems. 

The  above-mentioned  questions  are  very  urgent,  therefore  I  once  more  ask  strongly  of 

their  most  urgent  solution 

With  a  warm  handshake 

(-)  Mikolaj 

February  24,  1944”9 
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That  letter  of  “Mikofaj”  was  in  turn  directed  by  Mr.  Kalski  to  Mr.  Romecki: 

“To 

Mr.  Romecki  "Wieza" 

I  direct  to  you  the  letter  of  Bund,  as  I  did  not  receive  from  you  an  answer  for  the  first 
one.  That  matter  I  must  arrange,  therefore  I  ask  kindly  and  for  possible  quick  answer. 

Kalski 

March  3,  1944” 

That  letter  directed  Mr.  Romecki  to  Mr.  Hulski10: 

“To 

Mr.  Hulski 

I  send  the  letter  of  Mikolaj  from  Bund  with  a  note  of  the  official  in  charge  of  those 
matters,  with  a  request  of  an  early  answer  to  the  questions 
Romecki 
March  4,  1944” 

And  again  Kalski  (Bienkowski)  to  Romecki  on  March  6,  1944: 

“To  Mr.  Romecki 

The  attached  letter  I  have  sent  to  you  on  3.3.44,  with  a  request  of  giving  the  answer  on 
the  financial  matters,  because  I  have  no  details.  I  apply  for  an  answer. 

6.03.44 
(-)  Kalski”" 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Kalski  wrote  to  Mr.  Muszynski  concerning  that  letter: 

“To  the  highly  respectable  Mr.  Muszynski 

I  am  sending  to  You  Mr.  Director  the  copies  of  the  lastly  carried  on  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Romecki,  because  on  the  matter  in  question  I  did  not  receive  even  one  answer  I  am 
asking  kindly  for  your  intervention.  The  questions  concerned  in  my  correspondence  are 
for  the  Jews  very  important,  I  must  give  them  answer,  but  I  possess  no  details,  and  they 
could  be  delivered  only  by  Mr.  Romecki. 

March  6, 1944  Kalski”12 

8.  Next  document  to  be  quoted  is  the  letter  of  “Lasocki”  from  Bund  from  March  3, 
1944  to  the  Delegate: 

“To  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  in  the  Homeland 
I  apply  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  with  the  following  petition: 

In  the  result  of  the  abrupt  increase  of  the  number  of  the  needy  people  and  many 
extraordinary  expenses,  and  due  to  complete  depletion  of  the  funds  of  Z.K.N.  the  whole 
almost  burden  of  meeting  those  vast  “unforeseen  by  us”  liabilities,  fell  on  us  in  the 
former  month  and  again  in  the  present  month  that  is  to  provide  material  help  in  addition 
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to  the  members  of  our  organization-material  help  for  2,000  persons  of  other 
organizations 

We  provided  material  help  amounting  to  150,000  zlotys  to  “podopiecznych”  “persons 
under  care”  of  other  organizations  in  Warsaw;  we  deposited  for  the  children  fund  about 
100,000  zlotys  (exactly  97,500)  we  sent  in  the  name  of  Coordination  Committee  to 
Brody  20,000  zlotys,  to  Krakow  100,000,  to  Czestochowa  100,000  zlotys,  to  Piotrkow, 
50,000,  to  Skarzysko  50,000  zlotys,  we  gave  to  Z.K.N.  -  a  loan  of  app.  500,000~In  a 
word  we  spent  in  the  current  month  a  sum  exceeding  2,000,000  zl.  but  in  such  as  way 
we  exhausted  all  our  funds,  including  all  our  reserves.  In  view  of  that  that  still  three 
weeks  is  left  to  the  end  of  the  month  we  need  urgently  money  for  thousands  of  people  in 
this  and  for  the  next  month  of  April.  Besides  we  need  1,000,000  zlotys  to  save  from 
certain  death  200  children  in  the  camp  of  Plaszdw  near  Krakow  and  place  them  in  a  safe 
place,  and  funds  for  needy  persons  in  the  camps,  therefore  we  must  mobilize  great 
financial  reserves  to  cover  all  those  expenses. 

I  apply  therefore  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  with  an  ardent  petition  to  issue  an  instruction  to 
provide  us  in  the  shortest  possible  time  with  the  necessary  sums,  and  in  any  case  to 
assign  to  us  an  advance  of  the  sum  of  sent  to  us  money  on  account  for  the  money  to  be 
received  from  the  West  in  future,  and  at  least  10,000  $  to  allow  us  to  carry  on  assistance 
action  for  the  mentioned  200  children,  who  with  that  assistance  could  be  rescued  and  put 
in  a  save  place,  and  to  remit  several  thousands  zlotys  for  the  thousands  perishing  from 
starvation  in  the  camps. 

I  have  deep  hope  that  in  that  present-catastrophic  situation  my  petition  will  be  soon 
considered. 

for  C.K.R.Z.M.  in  Poland 
(-)  Lasocki  11.3.44”13 

About  the  delay  of  money  to  Bund  writes  Mrs.  Karyna  Fiszman-Kaminska,  in  her 
article: 

“The  question  of  money  broached  by  Mikolaj  was  not  settled  as  could  be  understand 
from  the  letter  sent  to  the  representative  of  the  Delegate  in  R.P.Z.-(see  letter  of 
“Mikotaj”-to  Witold  Bienkowski  from  24.2.1944-202/XV-  t.  2.  392-quoted  above)  at 
least  to  the  end  of  February  1944  when  Leon  Feiner  applied  to  DR  with  the  request  of 
the  “final  clarification  of  the  matter”  of  not  paid  to  the  Bund  funds  (52)  (see  letter  of 
Mikolaj  to  Kalski  from  24.02.1944,  202 /XV,  t.  2  k.  392-quoted  above);  compare  also 
the  letter  of  “Lucian”  to  Bund  from  London  from  4.10.  1943-202/XV-t.2  k.  89).  The 
demands  of  Mikolaj  caused  protracted  correspondence  between  different  organs  of  the 
Delegate-among  them  ccWieza”a  and  “Roj”b14 

I  will  quote  also  several  letters  of  Z.K.N. : 

1.  The  first  one  from  Z.K.N.  to  Schwarzbart  from  May  1,  1943: 

“From  Sobol  (the  Delegate- Jankowski  Jan  Stanislaw)  -Warsaw, 
to  Stem  (Mikolaj  czyk  Stanislaw)  in  London 
Please  hand  over  to  the  addressee  Dr.  Schwarzbart: 

a  “Wieza”  cryptonym  of  the  Presidential  Office  of  DR 
b  “R6j”'cryptonym  of  Department  of  Inner  Affair  of  DR. 
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We  do  not  understand  your  silence  on  5  sent  telegrams  we  did  not  receive  an  answer,  and 
in  spite  of  appeals  and  alarms,  no  funds  are  coming  to  us.  Why  Joint  is  not  sending 
money.  We  can  still  save  from  annihilation,  and  certain  death  thousands  of  Jews,  women, 
and  children.  WE  must  have  considerable  funds.  Alarm  immediately  Joint  and  all  other 
Jewish  Organization.  For  saving  remnants  of  the  Jews  we  must  have  100  th.  dollars.  We 
are  awaiting  your  help. 

Z.K.N.”15 

2.  The  second  one  evidently  sent  after  October  4,  1943: 

“To  plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  for  the  Homeland: 

We  consider  it  our  social  duty  to  alarm  you  about  the  catastrophic  financial  situation,  in 
which  found  itself  our  protection  activity  in  the  result  of  the  temporary  cessation  of  the 
inflow  of  foreign  subventions. 

In  the  present  moment  we  have  under  our  direct  care  nearly  3  thousand  people  in 
Warsaw  and  a  substantial  number  in  the  province.  The  number  of  families  and 
individuals,  who  apply  for  help  and  rescue  through  mediation  of  our  cells  and  liaisons  is 
growing  day  by  day.  It  is  compounded  by  pauperization  of  those  persons  who  until  now 
maintained  themselves  due  to  their  own  funds  and  did  not  avail  themselves  of  social 
funds.  Besides  the  new  wave  of  blackmail  ruins  entirely  hundreds  of  people. 

In  the  last  months  we  have  been  spending  on  the  care  of  the  Jews  nearly  2  millions  zlotys 
monthly.  Our  aid  consisted  and  consist  the  only  source  of  existence  for  thousand  of 
people,  who  find  themselves  in  nightmarish  conditions.  We  support  considerable  amount 
of  children,  orphans  who  have  besides  us  nobody.  We  support  with  considerably  sums 
the  camps  in  which  children  die  of  starvation  and  cold.  Hundreds  of  individuals  have  to 
pay  several  thousands  zlotys  monthly  to  have  a  roof  over  their  head.  If  we  stop  paying 
them  they  lose  their  apartment,  which  is  tantamount  with  death.  The  lack  of  subsidies 
will  bring  also  a  starvation. 

We  count  on  it,  that  in  the  near  future,  will  start  again  arriving  subventions  from  Jewish 
organizations  abroad,  according  to  announcement  of  Dr.  Schwarzbart,  who  already  in 
the  telegram  from  October  4,  1943,  had  communicated  to  us  about  dispatch  of  15 
thousands  pounds.  We  thank  sincerely  for  dunning  letter  sent  by  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  to 
London. 

In  the  meantime  in  the  face  of  catastrophe  of  the  fives  of  thousands  of  people  saved  from 
a  massacre,  we  turn  with  a  fervent  appeal  about  granting  us  loan  in  the  height  of  20 
thousands  dollars.  That  loan  we  will  return  to  you  from  the  first  subventions  from 
abroad,  which  will  arrive. 

We  are  convinced,  that  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  in  appreciation  of  the  tragic  situation  will 
accede  to  our  request. 


For  Presidium  of  ZKN 
(-)  Borowski  (-)  Antoni”16 

3 .  The  third  one  a  handwritten  letter  with  a  wide  right  lower  comer  of  the  page  cut 
off.  It  refers  to  the  120,000  $  deposited  in  London  by  Joint  (100,000$)  and  Vaad 
Hatzala  (20,000$)  on  3.12.43,  and  paid  to  Z.K.N.  only  in  May  1944.  We  have 
learnt  already  in  the  previous  chapter  see  p.  No.  27  that  out  of  120,000  $,  Z.K.N. 
received  only  60,000  $: 
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“Hereby  we  apply  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  with  a  kind  request  about 
gracious  payment  of  the  remitted  by  “Joint”  and  Jewish  Congress  sums  amounting  to 
120  th.  dollars  at  one  installment,  and  that  for  the  following  reason: 

1)  The  hitherto  action  of  assistance  for  the  Jews  in  the  camps  and  provinces,  did  not 
satisfy  the  minimal  need  because  of  lack  of  funds  and  for  that  reason  had  been 
disproportionately  low  in  the  comparison  with  the  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  Warsaw 
and  other  towns,  in  view  of  which  we  desire  at  present  to  send  to  the  camps  greater 
sums,  the  more  so  that  we  had  established  later  series  new  contacts. 

2)  In  Warsaw  increased  greatly  the  number  of  our  “charges.” 

3)  During  several  months  ZKN  did  not  receive  payment  for  its  assistance  action  and 
also  ZKN  and  Bund  have  no  reserves  now 
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4)  In  view  of  that  are  increased. . .  ” 

4.  Next  document  to  be  quoted  is  the  letter  of  “Borowski”  (Adolf  Berman)-Z.K.N. 
February  21,  1944  to  Mr.  Kalski  (Bienkowski): 

“To  the 

Greatly  Respectable  Mr.  Kalski 

Only  yesterday,  on  Saturday  It  became  known  to  me,  that  my  letter,  which  I  have  sent  at 
the  end  of  the  previous  weak,  until  now  did  not  reach  you.  I  would  like  therefore  to 
repeat  my  ardent  plea,  to  intercede  with  the  competent  authorities  for  our  plea  of 
receiving  in  the  faster  way  our  deposit  amounting  to  15  th.  English  pounds.  That  is  a 
problem  of  life  and  death  to  thousands  of  dependent  upon  us  people  in  Warsaw  and  the 
province.  In  the  face  of  the  ever-increasing  scope  of  our  activity  we  are  flooded  by 
claims  of  needy  persons,  we  have  a  huge  deficit,  which  we  have  nothing  to  cover  with, 
but  we  must  have  the  means,  because  it  concerns  the  fives  of  people.  All  our  liaisons 
and  we  have  them  more  that,  approximately  20  Polish  liaisons  and  20  Jewish  liaisons, 
alarm  us  with  the  ever  increasing  fist  of  needs.  The  reason  is  in  the  first  place  the 
pauperization  of  our  the  clients.... 

With  warm  greetings,  Borowski  February  21,  1944”18 

On  February  22,  1944  Mr.  Kalski  sent  the  letter  of  Borowski  to  Mr.  Romecki: 

“to  Mr.  Romecki,  ‘Wieza” 

I  am  sending  You  the  letter  of  Borowski,  privately  directed  to  me.  I  cannot  give  him  any 
answer,  as  to  the  sent  sum  of  15  th.  English  pounds.  I  am  asking  you  kindly  to  inform  me 
if  there  are  some  dispatches  and  if  I  can  count  on  them  in  the  near  future. 

Kalski 

February  22,  1944”19 

On  March  27,  1944,  Mr.  “Wencki”  (Bienkowski)  the  representative  of  DR  in  R.P.Z. 
wrote  to  Mr.  Kuncewicz: 

“According  to  your  competence  I  hand  to  you  the  letter  of  Waclaw3  (Gomicki)  for 
dispatch  to  1-Loker  Tabenkin-Jaari  Tel  Aviv  2.  Zerubawel  Erem  Tel-Aviv.  3.  Dr. 
Schwarzbart  London. 


a  “Waclaw”  or  “G6micki”-cryptonyms  of  Henryk  Wolinski  the  officer  liaison  between  the  Home  Army 
and  the  Z.O.B.  -Jewish  Defense  Organization 
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To  Mr.  Kuncewicz 

From  the  Commandant  of  Z.O.B.  --Antek  and  the  representative  of  Z.K.N.  -- 
Borowski  I  received  3  telegrams,  with  an  earnest  request  of  their  speedy  dispatch 
due  to  the  catastrophic  financial  situation  of  both  organizations,  having  under  then- 
care  2,500  persons.  Due  to  the  lack  of  funds  both  organizations  had  paid  in  March 
barely  300  full  grants,  above  2,000  persons  were  left  almost  entirely  or  nearly 
without  a  grant.  Due  to  it  multiply  catastrophes,  many  hidden  had  to  leave  their 
rented  shelters,  the  growing  in  number  blackmails,  end  in  Kripoa  due  to  lack  of 
funds. 

The  management  of  both  organizations,  just  as  their  small  group  of  associates 
have  to  the  highest  degree  a  limited  possibility  to  move,  due  to  the  denouncement 
by  the  agent  Kazik  Grochowski,  threat  to  life  of  Antek,  and  his  surrounding  and 
the  blackmail  of  Borowski.  In  particularly  they  have  no  contact  with  Mr.  Wencki. 

The  only  contact  they  have  now  is  with  me. 

In  that  state  of  matters 

1 . 1  perceive  great  danger  to  a  great  number  of  hiding  Jews  and  their  Polish 
surroundings  in  the  result  of  the  financial  situation. 

2.  Condemnation  of  the  Polish  society  due  to  growing  blackmail 

3.  The  moral  right  of  the  commandant  of  Z.O.B.  to  expect  our  help 

I  apply  to  you  to  send  the  enclosed  three  telegrams  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  just  and  for  us  socially  favorably;  if  those  institutions  will  send  as  fast  as 
possible  the  indispensable  funds. 

Gomicki  March  24,  1944”20 

On  March  10,  1944,  Kalski  the  representative  of  the  Delegate  in  R.P.Z.  wrote  to  Mr. 
Muszynski: 

“Greatly  Respectable  Director  Muszynski  “Roj” 

Ever  more  often  and  arduously  alarm  me  the  Jewish  organizations  about  the  catastrophic 
situation,  due  to  the  lack  of  financial  dispatches.  According  to  relation  of  the  chairman  of 
the  organizations  exist  now  in  the  territory  of  Warsaw,  more  than  5  thousand 
“ podopiecznychi”  -the  people  under  care  without  any  means  of  living.  In  the  province 
three  times  that  number.  They  are,  obviously  registered  “ podopieczni ”  “people  under 
care”,  who  avail  themselves  of  a  steady  aid  from  the  Jewish  organizations  and  R.P.Z. 
The  dispatched  until  now  sums  underwent  complete  depletion.  I  deem  that  D.R.  the 
Delegate  of  the  Government  should  alarm  London,  because  not  sending  of  the  certainly 
collected  sums  may  have  also  fatal  repercussion  in  that  respect.  In  the  present  situation 
softened  until  now  with  great  efforts,  I  deem  as  advisable  and  desirable  to  meet  the 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  Coordination  Committee,  or  the  representative  of  the  Relief 
Council  for  the  K.K.  (Coordination  Committee)  or  the  representatives  of  the  Council  by 
you  Mr.  Director.  I  am  asking  you  eagerly  for  your  kindness  to  grant  an  audience.  The 
meeting  may  allay  for  some  time  the  public  feeling  till  coming  of  money. 

I  am  asking  also  for  your  kind  agreement  and  instruction  of  immediate  dispatch  of  the 
telegram  to  London.  The  proposed  text  of  the  telegram  I  enclose. 


a  Kripo-Kriminal  Polizei-whcrG  the  suspected  of  disguising  themselves  as  Jews  were  taken  first  for 
interrogation,  maimed  mainly  if  not  solely  by  Polish  Policemen 
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Kalski  March  3,  1944 
The  proposition  of  the  telegram: 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  The  Polish  Government  in  London. 

The  situation  of  the  hiding  Jews  in  Poland  is  catastrophic.  Thousand  needs  help. 
Complete  exhaustion  of  personal  reserves.  The  sums  spent  completely  by  Bund  and 
Zionists  on  charitable  aid.  The  exigency  of  great  remittances  from  American,  English 
and  Palestinian  Jews.  The  lack  of  dispatches  threatens  with  political  complications.  The 
up-to  now  relation  in  that  section  until  now  very  good.  The  number  of  Jews  living  in 
G.G.-Generalgouvemment8  we  estimate  on  a  quarter  of  millions. 

i 

Delegate  of  the  Government” 

Aleksander  Kaminski  (“Hubert”)  editor-in-chief  of  the  Biuletyn  Informacyjny,  who 
was  also  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  and  Propaganda  of  the  Warsaw 
District  of  ZWZ-AK,  wrote: 

“Mr.  Malicki 

As  I  told  you  before,  already  before  the  war,  by  virtue  of  my  professional  duties,  I  came 
in  contact  with  the  leaders  of  Jewish  youth  organizations.  It  happened  that  two  of  my 
contemporary  acquaintances  are  today  at  the  head  of  the  remnants  of  ZOB.  I  am  meeting 
and  speaking  with  them. 

After  a  few  last  conversations,  I  was  very  moved,  by  the  incomprehensible  facts. 
Evidently: 

1 .  The  Jews  did  not  receive  an  answer  to  their  desperate  appeals  to  the  commandant. 

The  only  manifestation  of  military  cooperation  of  PZP  with  them  was  in  the  previous 
many  months  was  a  declaration  in  Czestochowa  of  readiness  to  buy  arms  for  them. 
Nobody  ever  turn  to  them.  The  matter  of  Warsaw  platoon  died  out. 

2.  From  January  10,  they  do  not  receive  any  sums,  in  spite  that  the  dispatches  of  Jewish 
funds  had  been  remitted  to  them,  from  London  in  December.  In  general  the  matter  of 
Jewish  funds,  collected  by  the  Jews  in  USA,  Palestine,  and  Great  Britain  for  the  Jews 
in  Poland  presents  itself  somehow  alarmingly  unclear. 

Nobody  -as  it  seems-tells  the  Warsaw  Jews  (their  command),  why  that  money  are  not 
coming,  in  the  proper  amount. 

3.  Since  5  months  they  had  no  contacts  with  the  outside  world  (abroad).  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  those  matters.  I  know  only  that  in  the  hearts  of  the  most  loyal  to  the 
Commonwealth  minority-the  Jews  are  awakening  doubts,  which  may  some  day  reap  a 
fatal  crop. 

I  am  not  writing  that  note  to  you  privately,  I  wish  that  that  would  be  my  official  voice.  I 
am  full  of  concern.  The  only  today  loyal  minority  element  will  lose  their  faith  in  us,  if 
narrow-mindedness  and  bureaucracy  “officiating”  will  not  be  broken.  (Underlined  in  the 
original) 


a  Generalgouvemment,  the  territory  of  part  of  previous  Poland  not  annexed  to  Germany,  but  under  full 
rule  of  Nazi  authorities 
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I  cannot,  somehow,  believe  that  that  is  an  ill  will.  That  is  certainly  only  bureaucracy  and 
incompetence  of  our  offices,  which  especially  we  from  BIP  for  the  interest  of 
propaganda  in  the  wider  sense  have  to  overcome. 

18.3.44 

Hubert”22 

We  read  also  the  answer  of  “Waclaw”-the  liaison  officer  between  AK  and  the  Jewish 
organizations,  to  Hubert: 

“The  financial  question  I  have  tried  to  clarify,  through  Krzysztof*.  Mr.  Gr.*  insists  that 
•  • 

for  ZKN  (and  therefore  for  ZOB)  no  money  arrived.  A  fact  is  that  their  situation  is 
very  hard,  causing  great  loss  of  people. 

Coming  out  from  that  situation  is  alarming  all  Jewish  centers  abroad,  the  proposition 
of  a  telegram  I  have  presented.  Result  from  questions  the  matter  of  competence.  ZOB 
and  ZKN  had  difficulties  in  contacting  in  the  result  of  the  last  exposures  and  blackmail. 

It  is  difficult  for  them  to  reach  Mr.  Wencki,  for  me  easier.  From  here  those  questions  are 
coming  to  me. 

To  the  last  question  of  the  letter  of  Hubert,  the  opinion  included  in  it,  I  gave  not  once  my 
opinion.  “Jewish  question”  lost  their  economical  significance.  At  present  it  has  political 
and  moral  significance.  Its  weight  is  equal  to  the  German  crimes  against  Polish  citizens. 
The  question  of  the  Jews  in  Poland  became  our  affair. 

Clarification  of  Waclaw  following  my  question  ...to.  Roj”23  (my  emphasizes) 

We  shall  quote  here  also  a  letter  of  the  Council  for  Aid  to  Jews  (R.P.Z.): 

“To  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  of  RP  in  the  Country 

Before  less  than  a  month  RPZ  presented  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  in  detail  a  motivated 
resolution  about  the  need  of  increase  of  the  monthly  donation  to  Zegota.  That  resolution 
was  dictated  by  the  extremely  hard  situation  in  which  the  Council  found  itself  in  face  of 
the  enormity  of  increasing  day  by  day  tasks  and  new  needs,  exceeding  greatly  the 
financial  possibility  of  the  Council.  Since  the  time  of  sending  the  aforementioned 
resolution,  in  the  section  of  activity  of  the  Council,  took  place,  so  serious  changes 
deepening  even  more  the  described  situation,  that  the  Council  sees  itself  forced  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  again  with  presentation  of  the  matter  and  a  request  about 
immediate  help. 

The  material  situation  of  the  Jewish  organization,  which  until  now  considerably 
financed  the  Council  and  series  posts  of  kindred  character-is  according  to  those 
organizations-catastrophic,  with  regard  to  which  ZKN,  already  in  this  month 
stopped  the  normal  donation  to  the  Council  (200,000  zlotys),  and  Bund  which  has 
the  reserves  exhausted  emphasized  that  it  paying  in  favor  of  the  Council  or  other 
similar  aims  for  the  last  time  if  the  organization  will  not  receive  new  donation. 

In  such  situation,  the  closing  last  budget  of  the  Council  amounting  to  1,500,000- 
2,000,000  zlotys  monthly  will  be  decreased  from  1.4.44  to  the  amount  of  1,000,000 
zlotys,  while  faced  at  the  same  time  with  a  vast  influx  of  new  “charges”  and  growing 
new  tasks.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  during  the  month  of  February  and  March  1944, 
the  monthly  allowances  had  been  decreased  by  20%  and  that,  above  600  persons  already 
examined  and  approved  are  in  vain  waiting  for  help. 

Lastly  the  Council  received  a  report  from  the  regional  Council  in  Krakow  about 
necessity  of  extending  immediate  financial  assistance,  to  the  labor  camps  in  Skarzysko 
with  app.  8,000  Jews,  where  already  was  organized  a  technical  possibility  for  that  help. 
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The  second  alarming  news  from  that  region  relates  the  necessity  of  extracting  from  the 
camp  of  Plaszow  200  children,  until  now  not  registered  by  the  Germans,  which  requires 
app,  1,000,000  zlotys.  The  RPZ-  Krakow  informed  us  that  the  matter  is  so  urgent  that  it 
should  supersede  all  other  actions  of  Zegota  and  to  be  realized  as  the  first  priority,  with 
which  the  Council  entirely  agrees. 

From  the  above  short  report  transpires  that  neither  the  Council  nor  KK  possess  the 
means,  and  sees  as  the  only  way  of  realization  of  those  urging  matter  the  intervention  of 
Mr.  Plenipotentiary. 

Therefore  RPZ,  by  presenting  the  above  situation,  applies  again  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary 
with  an  earnest  request  of  using  all  available  to  its  disposal  means  in  order  to  fulfill  those 
so  momentous  needs. 

Finally  RPZ  asks  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  of  accepting  delegation  of  RPZ  to  a  special 
audience,  which  could  personally  present  to  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  comprehensively  then- 
tasks  and  needs. 

Warsaw,  12.3.1944 

For  R.P.2.  (-)  Rozycki*”24  (-) 

And  Adolf  Berman  in  his  letter  to  London  from  May  24,  1944: 

“Not  having  our  own  funds  Z.K.N.  distributes  among  hundreds  of  its  “charges” 
part  of  funds  received  from  R.P.Z.”25 

Dr.  A.  Berman  (Borowski)  in  his  article  the  Jews  on  the  Aryan  side,  written  after  the 
war  describes  the  hard  financial  situation  of  the  Jews  blaming  as  usually  the  “West”: 

“The  heavy  blow  that  fell  on  the  Jewish  underground  coincided  with  financial  crisis. 
From  abroad  did  not  come  any  money.  The  Z.K.N.  was  forced  to  decrease  the 
assistance  grants  and  reduce  the  scope  of  help.  The  people  were  doomed  to  starvation 
loss  of  roof  over  their  heads  and  death. 

The  activists  of  Z.K.N.  were  forced  to  alarm  from  their  hiding  places  the  Polish 
underground  to  demand  immediate  help.  An  appeal  sent  to  R.P.Z.  Relief  Council  for  the 
Jews,  to  the  Department  of  National  Minorities,  at  the  Polish  Government,  to  Waclaw 
the  liaison  officer  between  the  Polish  and  Jewish  underground  and  finally  to  the 
Plenipotentiary  the  government 

Waclaw  wrote  at  that  time....  (His  letter  of  Waclaw  was  quoted  above-my  remark) 

the  Chairmanship  of  Z.K.N.  dispatched  at  the  end  of  March  1944  alarming  telegrams  to 
the  main  Jewish  organization: 

'We  are  passing  through  a  financial  catastrophe,  thousands  people  who  survived 
the  extermination  will  perish  because  of  lack  of  funds.  We  are  dismayed  by  your 
silence.  Since  several  months  we  do  not  have  any  messages  from  you.  We  lacking 
money  both  for  saving  people  from  the  camps  and  for  help  or  defense.  Send 
money  immediately'  ”  (end  of  Berman' s  quotation)” 


a  “R6zycki”-Tadeusz  Rek-the  representative  of  the  Peasant  Party  in  R.P.Z. 
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We  shall  quote  also  Yitzhak  Zuckierman  “Antek”  (his  name  often  written  in  the  Polish 
documents  also  as  Icchak  Cukierman),  the  chief  commander  of  Z.O.B.  after  the 
uprising  in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  and  a  member  of  K.K.,  who  wrote  in  his  book: 

“We  looked  for  every  grain  of  assistance,  and  they  promised  to  help  us.  If  there 
is  some  paradox  that  is  the  behavior  of  AK  and  the  Delegate.  Bor-Komorowski,0 
accused  us  that  from  the  money  received  from  abroad  we  were  buying  weapon 
for  the  Jews,  instead  of  saving  them,  and  to  support  them~so  they  said,  and 
threatened  to  shut  the  tap.  And  really  they  squeezed  their  hands  and  did  not  give 
us  money  that  was  sent  to  us.  They  were  holding  them  in  their  hands  during 
weeks  and  months,  the  money  that  was  coming  from  London,  not  to  speak  about 
deceit  that  they  cheated  us  like  when  they  were  receiving  for  us  money  in  English 
pounds  and  dollars,  and  were  selling  them  on  the  black  market  and  to  us  gave 
only  a  small  part  of  it  in  dollars  and  pounds,  and  the  rest  according  to  the  official 
German  rate  that  was  maybe  10%  of  the  black  market  value,  By  that  way  they 
decreased  very  much  the  sums  that  had  been  sent  for  us.  We  had  to  act  in  such 
conditions  in  the  Polish  underground  and  that  was  her  real  face.”27 

Jan  Karski,  the  righteous  among  the  nations,  an  emissary  of  the  Polish  Underground, 
who  brought  before  the  political  leaders  of  the  Allies,  the  horrors  of  the  extermination 
of  the  Jews,  met  also  Schwarzbart  and  Zygielbojm  in  December  1943  in  London,  and 
to  them  he  brought  the  message  of  the  leaders  Jewish  Underground,  whom  he  met  in 
the  Warsaw  Ghetto:  “Still  a  certain  number  of  the  Jews  can  be  rescued,  if  to  the 
Homeland  would  be  sent  money,  which  will  allow  smuggling  Jews  outside  Ghetto,  and 

cover  the  cost  of  their  hiding  on  the  Aryan  side . For  the  remaining  in  the  ghetto  is 

needed  money,  for  medicines,  food  and  clothes.  For  everything  is  needed  money-  hard 
currency  to  be  sent  immediately,  for  the  thousands  of  Jews  that  is  a  matter  of  life  and 
death.28” 

The  facts  provided  here  cannot  leave  even  a  shred  of  doubt  that  thousands  Jews 
already  under  the  care  of  Jewish  organization  perished  because  of  lack  of  funds,  funds 
deposited  for  them  by  the  Jewish  organizations  abroad.  Thousands  of  others  who  still 
could  have  been  saved  perished  because  financial  aid  did  not  reach  them. 


CHAPTER  V 


How  the  system  of  distribution  of  the  Jewish  money  worked. 


1 .  How  came  the  instructions. 


The  instructions  for  the  payments  to  the  Jewish  organization  in  the  occupied  Poland 
came  from  London.  They  were  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  of  the  Polish 
government  in  exile:  “Mr.  Grabowiecki  announced  to  me  then  that  what  obliges  the 
Delegate  Office  are  the  instructions  coming  from  London,  and  on  that  matter  he  will  ask 
for  explanation.”  That  was  the  answer  that  received  “Mikolaj”  the  representative  of  Bund  from 
Mr.  “Grabowiecki”  from  the  Delegate  Office.1 

Or:  “I  paid  to  Bund  33  th.  dollars,  in  the  result  of  your  instructions,  please  instruct  if 
the  payment  of  25  th.  dollars  is  well-founded.”2  (Delegate  to  Mikolajczyk-then 
Minister  of  Inner  Affairs) 


2,  To  whom  the  instructions  were  sent. 


Kazimierz  Iranek-Osmecki  explains  the  procedure  of  issuing  the  instructions: 

“By  two  roads  the  announcement  about  the  civil  dispatches  was  made.  The  branch  VI 
(special)  of  the  staff  N.W.  (Naczelny  Wodz)  of  the  commander-in-chief  informed  the 
command  of  AK,  by  radiogram  providing  details  about  the  plane,  the  parachutists  the 
content  of  the  belts  and  its  destination.  Simultaneously  the  Ministry  of  Internal  Affairs 
informed  the  Delegate  of  the  Government,  also  by  radiograms,  about  the  money  destined 
for  the  civil  authorities,  providing  also  details  about  identification  marks,  the  contents  of 
the  belts  and  the  addressees.”3 


3,  Sending  information  about  the  money  deposited  bv  the  Jewish  organization. 

The  representatives  of  the  Jewish  organizations  in  the  National  Council  in  London- 
Ignacy  Schwarzbart,  representing  Zionist  organizations  and  Szmul  Zygielbojm 
representing  Bund,  and  with  the  death  of  Zygielbojm—  Emanuel  Szerer  could  send 
information  to  Z.K.N.  and  Bund  in  Poland,  it  had  to  pass,  however,  a  double 
censorship  of  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile,  generally  the  officials  of  the  Ministry  of 
Inner  Affairs  in  Poland  and  the  Delegate  Office  in  the  “Homeland” — ‘V  Kraju ”  in  the 
occupied  Poland.  That  information  was  as  good  as  the  meaning  of  the  word- 
information  not  binding  Polish  authorities. 


4.  How  the  money  was  brought. 

We  shall  return  to  the  Chapter  IH  of  this  book  p.  20  quoting  Iranek-Osmecki  asserting 
that  “In  total  the  Jewish  organization  in  Poland  received  through  the  agency  of  the 
Delegate  of  the  Government  in  Poland,  in  foreign  currency  brought  by  AK 
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parachutists,  more  than  one  million  dollars”  and  later  that:  “It  can  be  assumed,  that 
by  the  agency  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government,  Bund  received  from  the  West, 
brought  by  parachutists  of  AK,  the  following  sums...”  Iranek-Osmecki  goes  also  into 
the  smallest  details  how  the  belts  with  the  money  were  attached  to  the  parachutists. 
Later  Iranek-Osmecki  emphasizes  the  number  of  planes  and  parachutists  lost  during 
the  flight  operations  to  Poland,  he  certainly  wants  to  dramatize  the  aspect  of  the  human 
sacrifices  of  the  Polish  Underground  in  helping  the  Jews. 

One  may  ask  himself,  nevertheless,  only  one  simple  question:  How  the  hell,  those  AK 
parachutists  were  flown  forth  and  back  from  England  to  Poland?  Let  us  quote  the 
historian  Pobog-Malinowski4 

“From  February  1941,  the  couriers  were  thrown  from  time  to  time  from  the  planes 
coming  in  the  nights  from  Great  Britain  to  Poland.  All  in  all  28  couriers  and  emissaries 
of  the  Government  and  political  parties  were  thrown  over  Poland.  That  air  connection 
was  one-sided-from  London  to  Poland.  Only  in  April  and  summer  1944,  the  planes 
from  Italy  landed  three  times  in  Poland  in  order  to  pick  up  special  representatives  of  AK 
staff  and  political  parties.” 

Let  us  quote  also  a  telegram  from  the  Polish  government  to  “Sobol”-the  Delegate3: 

“The  contents  of  the  whole  post  are  not  always  dropped  with  the  parachutist,  because  the 
trunks  and  the  belts  are  dropped  independently  of  parachutists,  and  only  the  post  is 
dropped  with  the  parachutists”.5 

That  is  true  that  after  the  Polish  uprising  two  couriers  -’’Borowik”  and  “Kret”  were 
dropped  with  the  money: 

“The  situation  in  Warsaw  and  the  tragic  end  of  the  uprising  caused  the  need  of  a  direct 
contact  with  the  Delegate  Office.  With  that  aim  the  Government  sent  two  people  with  the 
task  of  handing  over  money,  equipment  and  to  resume  contact  with  you”6 

That  is  true  that  when  Iranek-Osmecki  was  dropped  for  the  first  time  to  Poland  in 
December  1940  he  was  carrying  with  him  money  ,  but  that  was  not  the  rule  but 
exception.  The  normal  procedure  was  dropping  money  from  the  air,  just  as 
described  by  Emanuel  Singer-  a  Jew,  who  served,  as  a  Pole,  in  AK  unit  collecting  the 
drops: 

“My  commandant  in  the  AK,  the  righteous  among  the  nations,  was  Andrzej  Krzemin-a 
“Director  of  Import”,  under  such  disguise  hid  himself  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stanislaw 
Lubczynski,  the  commandant  of  the  group,  “of  the  parachute  drops  London-Warsaw, 
living  now  in  USA. 

He  put  to  the  disposal  of  several  Jews  who  escaped  from  the  ghetto,  the  apartment  of  his 
relatives  and  friends,  till  they  found  an  apartment,  and  provided  them  with  false 
documents. 


a  “Sobol”-Jan  Stanislaw  Jankowski-the  Delegate  of  the  Polish  Government  in  Poland,  appointed  also 
Vice-Prime  Minister  of  the  Polish  Government 
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I  also,  after  arriving  to  Warsaw,  availed  myself  from  the  hospitality  of  his  relatives  or 
friends,  who  instructed  me  how  to  find  an  apartment  for  my  family,  who  was  still  in  the 
Ghetto  of  Lwow.  In  our  first  encounter  in  the  apartment  of  Ziuta,  that  is  Binka 
Windreich,  Lubczynski  checked  my  documents  and  told  me  and  that  they  are  not 
“ mocne ”,  or  strong  enough.  I  gave  him  my  photos,  and  after  a  few  days,  received  a 
Kennkarte ,  and  a  set  of  documents  as  an  official  in  the  service  of  Generalgouvemement, 
together  with  as  special  letter  to  the  police,  instructing  to  assist  me  in  the  fulfillment  of 
my  duties  as  inspector  on  behalf  Landsmrtschaftabteilung,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Lubczynski  recruited  me  to  his  group  in  AK.  Not  only  that  he  gave  me  a  moral  support, 
but  secured  for  me  a  permanent  salary  as  an  active  member  of  AK,  which  provided  a 
modest  but  sufficient  sustenance,  for  me  and  my  family.  The  same  related  to  the  other 
four  Jews,  who  were  in  his  group.  At  the  same  time  he  forbade  us  to  intermingle  with 
each  other  for  the  sake  of  security.  Nobody  besides  him  knew  that  we  are  Jews,  besides 
his  niece,  who  knew  one  of  us-now  Tadeusz-  from  the  pre-war  times.  But  besides  him 
she  was  aware  of  nobody  else.  That  was  our  luck,  because  after  the  arrest  of  Lubczynski 
the  niece  revealed  to  the  command  of  AK  that  Tadeusz  is  a  Jew,  and  that  she  knows  him 
from  the  pre-war  times  and  does  not  trust  him. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stanislaw  Lubczynski  was  an  extraordinary  man,  not  of  the  type  of 
the  pre-war  Polish  officer.  That  high  ranking  officer  and  a  landowner,  shared  nothing  in 
common  with  the  usual  haughtiness  of  the  exclusive  Polish  officer  caste.  He  was  a 
modest  and  really  a  good  man. 

Due  to  him  were  saved,  all  members  of  his  group,  M.  Beiler  with  his  wife  and  daughter, 
Binka  Windreich  with  her  mother  presently  in  Poland,  myself  Singer  Emanuel  with  wife 
and  son,  and  Stefa  Liberman  with  four  children  now  in  Israel.  Besides,  he  helped  the 
family  Kugel,  and  another  two  Jewish  families,  whose  name  I  forgot,  to  move  from 
Lwow  to  Warsaw.  To  many  Jews  he  provided  documents,  rendered  help  and  comfort. 
Together  with  Dr.,  Mandel  we  sent  a  notarial  acknowledging  of  his  activities  on  behalf 
of  the  Jews,  together  with  our  gratitude. 

Before  the  war  I  visited  once  with  my  brother-in-law  our  friend  Dr.  Liebman  a  Jew,  and 
an  estate  owner  in  Podolia.  During  our  sojourn  there,  we  came  to  know  his  neighbor,  a 
great  landowner,  Mr.  Stanislaw  Lubczynski,  also  captain  in  the  Polish  army.  That 
acquaintance  decided  my  family  and  mine's  fate.  During  the  German  occupation  Mr. 
Stanislaw  Lubczynski  now  “Andrzej”  lived  in  Warsaw  and  was  a  high-ranking 
commander  of  the  Polish  underground  army  AK,  something  like  a  commander  of  a 
battalion  but  for  special  tasks.  That  battalion  consisted  of  3  detachments,  each 
commanded  by  an  officer.  “Andrzej”  smuggled  four  Jews  into  AK  that  is  my  brother  in 
law,  his  wife  Matylda  Beiler,  Ziuta  -Binka  Windreich  and  myself. 

“Andrzej”  gave  me  a  new  identity  card,  the  document  from  Arbeitsamt  Labor  Office  and 
an  acknowledgment,  that  I  am  an  official  of  the  Generalgouvemement.  Besides,  he  gave 
me  a  special  letter  from  the  government  office  to  the  police  authorities  with  an 
instruction  to  give  me  all  assistance,  in  fulfilling  my  duties  as  the  inspector  on  behalf  of 
Abteilung  Landwirtschaft  the  “Department  of  Agriculture”.  Everything  was  forged  but 
on  genuine  blanks  stolen  by  the  members  of  our  organization,  working  in  those  offices.  I 
was  introduced  to  AK  and  started  to  work,  but  the  payment  started  to  receive  only  after  a 
certain  period  of  time.  From  that  moment  I  had  no  worries  how  to  earn  my  living.  I  took 
my  oath  of  allegiance  before  “Korwin”  my  direct  commander,  in  the  presence  of  other 
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officers,  swearing  obviously  on  the  Holy  Trinity  ’’that  in  no  case  I  will  denounce  my 
comrades,  that  will  fight  until  the  victory,  and  if  necessary  will  die  with  honor. 

I  found  myself  in  a  group,  of  which  task  was  to  collect  materials  dropped  from  the 
airplanes  coming  from  England.  Those  materials  included:  arms,  munitions,  explosives, 
paper  and  gold  dollars,  and  the  post  for  the  Delegate  of  the  Polish  Government  in 
Warsaw.  The  explosives  were  used  for  immediate  subversive  activities  against  the 
German  army  that  is  to  blow  up  German  military  train  going  to  the  eastern  front.  The 
arms  and  the  munitions  were  transported  to  Warsaw  and  here  distributed  to  stores 
scattered  in  the  whole  Warsaw. 

Each  day  we  received  an  order,  on  what  time  and  which  premises  we  had  to  present 
ourselves.  Sometimes  there  was  an  intermission  of  one  or  two  days  in  our  activities.  In 
our  secrete  premises  we  were  always  ready  to  use  our  arms.  Those  were  new  American 
“colts”,  which  we  received  in  one  of  the  drops.  Coming  to  the  premises  we  knocked  the 
agreed  watchword.  If  somebody  knocked  otherwise,  we  catch  our  arms,  while  one  of  us 
was  going  to  open  the  door. 

Great  drops  took  place  rarely,  because  of  logistic  problems;  on  the  other  hand  small 
drops  continued  all  the  time.  That  was  an  arduous,  very  dangerous,  and  nerve-racking 
work.  A  great  satisfaction  for  me  was  that  each  day  passing  the  train  route  I  saw 
locomotives  tom  apart,  which  did  not  reach  the  front. 

The  work  in  the  organization  straighten  my  spine,  I  stopped  being  the  frightened,  hunted 
Jew.  The  German  stopped  being  for  me  awful.  I  knew  that  I  could  fight  against  them 
with  arms,  intelligence  and  self-control. 

The  first  time  that  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  German  was  on  the  market  place,  where  I 
wanted  to  buy  some  food.  I  did  not  have  any  compromising  materials  with  me.  Suddenly 
the  place  was  surrounded  by  a  detachment  of  SS-men  and  Gendarmerie.  Shooting  with 
automatic  pistols  under  our  legs-they  shouting:  “Halt,  halt,  Hande  hoch  ”  I  raised  my 
hands  up  together  with  the  others.  When  the  atmosphere  calmed  down  I  looked  around 
and  saw  not  far  away  from  me  a  young  SS-man  with  an  automatic  pistol  in  his  hands.  I 
shouted  to  him:  “Siel  ich  habe  keine  Zeit  hier  zu  stehen,  ich  bin  in  Dienst”  “You!,  I 
don't  have  time  to  wait  here,  I  am  in  service”.  He  approached  me;  I  dropped  my  hands 
slowly  down,  and  quietly  reached  my  pocket  taking  my  documents.  I  took  out  my 
German  Ausweiss,  of  the  official  in  the  Generalgouvemement  and  presented  to  him.  He 
read  it,  checked  if  I  resemble  the  picture  on  the  document  and  returned  it  to  me 
announcing:  “Sie  sind  frei”.  “You  are  free”.  I  walked  away  with  slow  steps. 

When  a  greater  drop  was  about  to  take  place,  it  was  always  in  the  night.  Earlier  the 
place  of  the  drop  was  surrounded  by  the  attachments  of  AK  the  so-called  reserves, 
mobilized  for  that  night.  They  were  armed  with  automatic  pistols  and  revolvers.  Our 
detachment  with  a  radio  transmitter,  after  establishing  contact  with  the  pilots  circling 
above  gave  the  instruction:  “drop”.  After  the  drop,  the  materials  were  buried  and 
camouflaged  (concealed).  We  knew  that  the  furious  Germans  will  come  next  day  and 
search  out  the  whole  territory,  but  in  the  night  they  preferred  not  to  take  risk.  Only  after 
a  certain  period  of  time,  out  detachment  dug  out  the  materials,  loaded  it  on  a  truck  and 
drove  to  Warsaw.  We  convoyed  the  truck,  with  our  revolvers  ready  to  shoot,  and  with 
the  fear  contracting  our  throat. 
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This  distribution  of  the  material  inside  Warsaw,  to  various  stores  was  done  by  what  was 
called  “rickshaw”  which  was  a  tricycle  bike  with  a  box  in  the  front  for  goods.  .  I  was  the 
rickshaw  driver  in  our  detachment  and  had  at  Grojecka  Street  a  special  garage  for  my 
rickshaw.  One  day  I  had  to  transfer  a  greater  quantity  of  explosives.  For  the  disguise,  on 
the  packages  sat  a  girl,  a  liaison  officer  of  our  detachment.  It  had  to  appear  as  if  I  am 
carrying  goods  for  some  shop,  and  the  girl  a  saleswomen  is  taking  care  of  the  goods.  The 
materials  had  to  be  transported  from  one  side  of  the  city  to  another.  I  was  just  turning 
from  Zelazna  Street  to  Twarda  Street,  when  from  a  side  street  drove  in  a  truck  full  of 
German  gendarmes.  My  heart  sunk  inside  me.  I  knew  that  if  we  will  be  caught  we  would 
perish  in  awful  tortures.  I  slowed  a  bit.  A  moment  of  terrible  uncertainty.  The  truck  with 
the  gendarmes  turned  also  into  Twarda  Street,  but  continued  forward,  and  drove  away.  I 
felt  the  emptiness  of  relief,  and  turned  to  the  girl  with  a  smile:  “Oh  those  Germans  had 
real  luck,  that  they  succeeded  to  escape”,  I  tried  to  be  funny,  but  still  felt  the  pulse 
beating  fast  and  strong  in  my  throat. 

Leaving  my  home,  and  bidding  farewell  to  my  wife  in  the  morning  was  like  preparing 
myself  for  a  serious  medical  operation,  and  the  odds  of  returning  home  safely  were  the 
same.  And  I  was  leaving  for  such  duties  several  hundreds  times.  In  the  evening,  coming 
home,  I  was  jumping  from  the  train  even  before  it  came  to  a  full  stop.  I  wanted  to  see  as 
soon  as  possible  my  wife,  who  I  knew  was  standing  in  the  window  and  waiting  for  me. 
Each  day  in  the  morning  I  was  comforting  her  “Don't  worry  everything  will  be  fine,  like 
yesterday”,  in  such  constant  tension  days,  months,  and  years,  passed  by. 

When  the  Polish  uprising  broke  up  in  Warsaw  at  the  end  of  July  1944,  we  were  busy  for 
the  first  two  days  transferring  arms,  ammunition,  and  explosives.  On  August  3, 1  found 
myself  on  Powisle,  with  an  aim  of  transferring  the  arms  from  our  magazine  on  Tamka. 
After  transferring  the  arms,  we  were  attacked  by  the  tanks.  I  was  wounded  and  crushed 
by  a  wall.  I  lied  two  days  in  a  cellar,  and  later  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans.  Here 
for  the  last  time  I  availed  myself  of  my  documents  and  on  Praga  -on  the  eastern  bank  of 
Vistula  River,  was  released.  I  succeeded  to  reach  my  home  in  Hoszowka,  where  the 
front  was  approaching.  I  stayed  in  the  cellar  wounded  for  two  months.”8 


5.  To  whom  the  money  was  first  handed. 

Here  once  again  we  will  quote  Iranek-Osmecki: 

“After  collecting  the  money  on  the  receiving  post  of  AK,  the  belts  with  the  money  were 
stashed  far  away  from  the  place  of  the  drop,  and  later  transferred  secretly  to  Warsaw 
where  they  were  handed  to  the  cell  of  AK-which  was  in  charge  with  the  contact  with  the 
West,  the  so  called  “Import”,  where  the  money  was  stashed.  From  here  the  money 
destined  for  the  Delegate  of  the  Government,  and  for  the  Jewish  organizations  were  sent 
to  the  Financial  Department  of  the  Office  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government.  And 
finally  from  here  the  money  was  paid  to  R.P.Z.  which  remitted  it  according  with  the 
destination,  to  the  Jewish  National  Committee,  Bund  and  other  Jewish  organizations.”9 

That  means  that  the  Jewish  organizations  did  not  receive  directly  the  money  destined 
for  them  after  they  reached  Poland,  but  only  through  R.P.Z,  -the  Relief  Council  for  the 
Jews,  which  was  an  agency  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government,  and  under  its  complete 
control,  and  only  according  to  instructions  received  from  London  as  already 
mentioned. 
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6,  The  wording  of  the  instruction  could  have  been  straightforward,  or  have  several 

nuances. 


To  bring  a  few  examples: 

“Following  (telegram)  No.  96,  I  clarify,  that  Schwarzbart  deposited  10  th.  (English) 
pounds  for  the  Central  Committee  of  Zionists--  I.P.P.S.  (Irgun  Poalej  Zion  Right),  that  is 
equivalent  to  40  th.  dollars.  Please  pay  “w  miare  mozliwosci”  to  the  extent  of  your 
possibility...”10 

Or: 


“Please  pay  15  th.  10  th.  still  for  clarification . instructed  to  pay  to  Berezowski  on  22 

July”11 

Or: 


“At  the  beginning  of  July  1944  I  gave  to  the  Special  Staff  instruction  to  transfer  and 
hand  over  to  the  D.R.  in  the  Country  sixty  thousand  dollars,  including  hundred 
thousands  from  Joint,  with  a  wish  to  pay  50,000  for  Bund  and  50,000  for  Z.K.N. 
Besides,  please  pay  to  R.P.Z.  money  paid  by  the  Jewish  Agency,  from  which  part  was 
already  sent,  the  rest  on  the  nearest  occasion.  That  sum  please  pay  immediately”12. 


7.  The  general  purport  of  the  instructions  was  to  siphon  off  the  money  destined  for 

Jewish  organization  to  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews—  the  R.P.Z.  which  was  an 

agency  of  the  Delegate  Office  and  under  its  entire  control. 

Here  several  examples  The  first  document  concerns  the  payment  to  Z.K.N.  of  100,000 
dollars  by  Joint,  and  20,000  dollars  by  the  Jewish  Congress: 

“...  from  Joint,  sent  in  the  Post  No.  17,  for  the  assistance  of  the  Jews  in  Poland  100,000 
dollars.  That  sum  should  be  utilized  by  the  Jewish  Committee  (meaning  -RP.Z.-my 
remark)  under  the  control  of  the  Delegate.  Paid  by  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  for  aid 
and  rescue  of  the  Jews,  under  the  control  of  the  Delegate  20,000  dollars”13 

More  about  that  payment  see  p.  26-28  in  the  chapter  in  of  that  book 

The  second  document  concerns  two  payments  the  payment  of  10,000  dollars  and 
23,000  dollars  for  Bund  is  from  October  6,  1943: 

“From  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee  (received)  10  th.  dollars,  was  given  to  the  disposal 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  had  assigned  it  for  the  Delegate  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Jews  through  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews  at  the  Delegate  Office  (meaning  - 
R.P.Z.-my  remark).  In  the  post  No.  16,  was  23,000  $  -for  the  same  aim,  and  2,  000  $ 
for  the  peasants  in  Lubelski  District.  Only  in  the  telegram  from  New  York  was  a 
reference  asking  Berezowski  for  acknowledgment.  I  think  that  that  the  whole  sum 
should  be  to  the  disposal  of  the  Delegate  through  the  Relief  Council  for  the  Jews  at 
the  Delegate  Office”14  (see  item  appendix  4  item  No.  2) 
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About  the  payment  of  10  th.  dollars  we  read  in  the  summary  of  payment  prepared  by 
Schwarzbart,  item  No.  3:  “By  the  instruction  of  payment  in  the  post  No  17  from 

6.X.  1943  from  the  paid  by  the  Jewish  Labor  for  Bund-  10,000  $-”15  (see  appendix 
No.  5).  Therefore  it  is  certain  that  the  money  was  destined  for  Bund,  and  for  Bund 
only. 

About  the  payment  of  23,000  dollars  mentioned  in  the  telegram  we  read  also  in  the 
same  summary  of  payment  prepared  by  Schwarzbart,  item  No.  2:  “Instruction  of 
payment  in  the  post  No.  16  from  4.EX.1943  by  the  Jewish  Labor  for  Bund  -23,000 
$”16  (see  appendix  5).  However  in  the  already  mentioned  instruction  from  October  6, 
1943  sent  from  London  (see  appendix  4).  the  recipient  became  R.P.Z.  and  not  Bund. 
About  the  payment  of  23,000  dollars  we  have  another  document,  from  02.09.43: 

“Dispatch  No.  10 

On  August  2,  the  Jewish  Labor  in  USA  paid  twenty-five  thousands  dollars,  from  which 
two  thousands  as  aids  for  the  displaced  peasants  in  Lublin  district.  The  rest  destined  for 
the  assistance  to  the  Jews  and  maintaining  them  outside  ghetto,  pay  to  Trojk^tV’17  (See 
appendix  6,  item  No.  1) 

The  Jewish  Labor  in  United  States  by  its  own  volition  out  of  25,000  $  gave  instruction 
to  pay  2.000  $  “for  the  peasants  in  Lubelski  District”,  and  the  rest  for  Bund.  The 
Minister  of  Inner  affair  in  Poland  decided,  however,  “that  that  the  whole  sum  should 
be  to  the  disposal  of  the  Delegate.”  and  finally  that  the  rest  the  -23,000  $,  is  to  be 
paid  to  “Trdjkqt”  -that  is  to  the  Polish  Peasant  Party-and  for  the  Jews-Nothing!  In 
that  instruction  from  02.09.43  in  the  document  existing  in  London  SPP  archive  there 
are  handwritten  correction,  and  so  in  the  typed  sentence:  “The  rest  destined  (*)  for 
the  assistance  to  the  Jews  and  maintaining  them  outside  ghetto,  pay  to  Trojkqt. ”(**)”, 
was  added  handwritten  correction:  above  the  line  at  the  place  I  marked  here  by  (*): 
“dla  Berezowskiego”-  “for  Berezowski”  (Berezowski-was  the  representative  of  Bund), 
and  after  the  end  of  the  sentence,  which  I  marked  here  by  (**)  are  squeezed  the  words 
“dwa  tys”  -“two  th”.  So  in  this  post-mortem  beautification  somebody  wanted  to  make 
an  impression  that  the  instruction  was  to  pay  for  Bund-  23,000  th.  $,  and  only  2  th.  $ 
for  “Trdjkat”-the  Peasant  Party.  (As  can  be  seen  in  the  appendix  No.  6) 

Marek  Arciszewski,  the  treasurer  of  R.P.Z.  later  in  his  book  published  in  1971  in 
Warsaw  wrote:  “At  the  same  time  the  Council  “Rada”  received  23.  th.  dollars  from 
abroad  from  an  unknown  donor  ~od  nezncmego  ofiarodawcy ”18 

The  next  documents  concern  the  payment  of  200,000  dollars  for  the  Jews.  About  that 
payment  we  read  in  the  summary  of  payment  prepared  by  Schwarzbart  item  No.  13 
(See  appendix  5.  p.88): 

“Instruction  of  payment  by  the  telegram  No.  186  for  the  Z.K.N.  -50,000  $,  for  Bund 
50,000  $  coming  from  the  payment  of  Joint,  Besides  for  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews- 
RPZ-paid  by  the  Zionist  organization  50,000  $  from  the  government  funds,  and  50,000  $ 
from  the  Government  funds  for  Z.K.N.  -together  200,000  $”19 


a  “Trdjk^t”  or  Triangle-is  the  crypto-name  for  the  Peasant  Party 
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From  that  document  is  clear  that  the  200,000  $,  had  to  be  distributed  between  Z.K.N,  - 
100,000  $,  Bund  50,000  $,  and  RPZ  50,  000  $ 

About  that  payment  we  have  another  document  from  27.07.1944,  sent  by  “Orkan”- 
then  the  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs.  (See  appendix  7)  In  this  document  we  read: 

“In  the  beginning  of  July,  I  gave  to  the  Detachment  of  the  Special  Staff  (instruction)  to 
carry  on  and  pay  to  the  Delegate  in  the  Country  six  hundreds  thousand  dollars,  including 
hundred  thousand  dollars  from  Joint,  with  a  wish  to  pay  fifty  thousands  for  Bund,  and 
fifty  Zydowski  Komitet  Narodowy  (Jewish  National  Council-  Z.K.N.) 

Besides  I  ask  to  pay  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews  (R.P.Z.) 
from  the  Government  funds  and  fifty  thousands  dollars  to  Z.K.N.  paid  by  Jewish 
Agency,  from  which  part  was  sent,  the  rest  on  the  nearest  occasion.  Those  sums  please 
pay  immediately. 

Orkan”20 

Here  we  see  that  the  payment  of  50,000  $  for  Z.K.N.  and  50,000  $  for  Bund  remained  in  the 
frame  of  a  “wish”  only,  while  the  payment  of  50,000  $  for  Z.K.N.  and  R.P.  Z.  had  to  be  paid 
“immediately” 

Another  transformation  of  the  instruction  concerning  the  200,000  $,  took  place  on 
August  9,  1944  that  13  days  later,  (see  appendix  8).  In  this  document,  the  last  words 
“those  sums  please  pay  immediately”  are  not  existing,  but  only  later  added  by 
handwriting,  and  above  the  typed  date  of  August  9,  1944,  is  handwritten  27.  VII,  1944 

On  October  1944  we  have  still  another  transformation  of  that  payment,  (see  appendix  9)  and  in 
that  document  from  X.  1944,  directed  by  “Orkan”  to  District  Delegate  in  Krakow8,  we  read 
among  other  things: 

“The  situation  in  Warsaw  and  the  tragic  end  of  the  uprising  brought  up  the  necessity  of  a 
direct  contact  with  a  District  Delegate.  With  that  aim  the  government  sent  two  people 
with  an  aim  to  hand  over  money  (591,225  dollars)  and  equipment.... 

....  independently  of  the  above  sum  the  army  should  pay  you  600,000  dollars,  which 

received  from  the  Government  with  an  aim  of  dropping  it  in  the  country.  In  that  sum  is 

included  the  amount  of  100,000  dollars  destined  for  the  Jewish  Council  at  the  Regional 

Office  of  the  Delegate... for  the  assistance  for  the  Jews.  Those  are  money  of  the  Jewish 

American  organizations.  Please  pay  the  above  money  of  100,000  dollar  immediately 

1 

after  remitting  payments  to  the  army . ” 

In  conclusion  what  started  on  July  27,  1944  with  an  instruction  to  pay  150.000  dollars 
to  the  Jewish  organizations  and  50,000  dollars  for  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews, 
ended  in  October  1944  with  an  instruction  to  pay  100,000  dollars  for  “the  Jewish 
Council  at  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Delegate”  which  virtually  meant  for  the  Jews 
nothing!  And  so  it  was  as  we  shall  see  in  the  vol.  V  Chapter  VII  of  the  series  of  my 


a  After  the  Polish  uprising,  instead  of  one  central  delegate,  there  started  to  function  district  delegates.  Here  we 
are  speaking  about  DR.  OK.  KR.-  Delegat  Rz^du  Okr<?gu  Krakowa-”Delegate  of  the  Government  for  the 
District  of  Krakow.  By  the  way  that  function  was  held  here  by  “Socha” 
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books.  All  four  documents  are  presented  in  the  appendices:  6,  7,  8,  and  9.  We  may  also 
now  repeat  with  all  certainty  that  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews  served  to  divert 
money  of  the  Jewish  organizations  abroad,  destined  for  the  Jewish  organizations  in 
Poland  into  the  hands  of  the  RP.Z.  under  entire  control  of  the  Delegate. 

And  what  about  the  money  of  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews—  RP.Z.  do  we  know 
how  it  was  spent?  The  treasurer  of  RP.Z.  was  Marek  Arczynski  from  SD  - 
Stronnictwo  Democratyczne  “the  Democratic  Party”,  and  that  was  strictly  a  political 
appointment,  allegiance  to  the  Delegate  Office  was  his  only  obligation.  In  the  trial 
against  Michal  Weichert  after  the  war,  during  his  testimony  in  the  Special  Criminal 
Court  Arciszewski  declared: 

“I,  —  as  a  social  activists,  acting  “ sztabowo ”  by  (-orders  from  headquarters-)  and  from 
above,  -  could  not  approach  the  matter  from  that  point  of  view,  if  he  (Weichert)  will 
save  20-30  Jews  but  abandon  appropriate  attitude  towards  the  Nation  and  the  State. 
Preserving  life  of  a  few  persons  stood  in  no  proportion  to  it.”22 

The  few  Jewish  members  of  R.P.Z.  had  no  access  to  the  money  administration  of 
RP.Z.  Miriam  Peleg  Marianska,  the  Jewish  member  of  RP.Z.  in  Krakow  writes  in  her 
memories:  “I  cannot  report  exact  details  about  money  problem  of  the  RP.Z.  Council  in 
Krakow,  because  they  were  reported  in  closed  meetings  in  which  I  have  not 
participated.”23.  Mgr.  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  the  chairman  of  RP.Z.  in  Krakow,  wrote 
after  the  war: 

“We  tried  to  collect  or  to  preserve  the  documentation,.,  our  accounts  and  receipts  which 
after  all  got  bogged  somewhere  in  the  nooks  and  comers  of  the  Jagiellon  library  hidden 
too  well....  We  employed  the  writer  Mrs.  Czapska.  As  far  as  we  know  only  an 
insignificant  percentage  of  the  materials  “survived”  the  occupation,  or  was  found.”24 
(See  appendix  18) 

In  his  letter  to  the  attorney  Mr.  Kobryner,  writes  Mr.  Weichart  from  “JUS”: 

“  On  the  question,  directed  in  the  second  trial  on  January  5,  1946,  by  the  defender  to 
Dobrowolski-the  Chairman  of  RP.Z.  in  Krakow...  if  RP.Z.  prepared  its  financial  balance? 
the  witness  answered  “all  receipts,  and  other  documents  of  the  activity  of  RP.Z.  were  burnt 
or  lost  in  the  Warsaw  upstanding.”  The  Krakow  branch  of  R.P.Z.  could  not  adduce  to  the 
excuse  the  receipts  were  burnt.  In  spite  of  that  I  did  not  hear  they  ever  gave  report  how  they 
spent  the  money  they  had  received.” 

That  is  simply  untrue  that  the  financial  data  of  Zegota  that  is  of  RP.Z.  had  been  lost, 
Kalski  admitted  in  a  letter  which  I  will  quote  in  full  later  on  (on  p.  62):  “that  I  have  the 
entirety  of  the  Archive  of  DR  regarding  Zegota.” 


8,  The  part,  which  RP.Z.  played  in  collecting  Jewish  money  abroad. 

In  the  trial  against  Michal  Weichert  after  the  war,  during  his  testimony  in  the  Special 
Criminal  Court  Marek  Arciszewski  the  treasurer  of  R.P.Z.  declared: 
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“I  stood  at  the  head  of  R.P.Z.  organization,  in  the  composition  of  which  entered 
representatives  of  the  Polish  political  g  roups  like  Stronnictwo  Ludowe,  PPS,  and  the 

representatives  of  the  Jewish  world  which  concentrated  in  the  Coordinating  Committee. 

At  the  beginning  of  our  activity,  we  informed  the  world  be  means  of  radio-telegrams 
about  the  German  crimes,  which  took  place  in  our  country,  and  we  wanted  to  receive 
funds -in  cash  for  carrying  on  our  action.”26 

Witold  Bienkowski  (Kalski)  the  representative  of  the  Delegate  in  R.P.Z.  in  a  written 
statement  deposed  by  on  December  9,  1947,  before  Mr.  Edward  Stock,  the  prosecutor 
of  the  Civic  (Social)  Court  in  Warsaw  against  Michael  Weichert  testified  among  other 
things: 

“  (I  discharged  the  duty)  as  the  head  of  the  Special  Department  of  the  Delegate  Office 
and  besides  as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  the  Entirety  of  the  Jewish  Affairs  in  the 
Delegate  Office.  That  was  in  the  end  1942.  After  R.P.Z.  the  Council  for  Aid  to  the  Jews- 
’’Zegota”  was  organized,  was  created  a  direct  political  connection  with  Z.K.N.,  Bund, 
and  with  the  Coordinating  Committee  of  Z.K.N.  and  Bund.  In  order  to  reinforce  the 
action  of  assisting  the  Jews,  aroused  as  the  first  problem,  the  necessity  to  concentrate  all 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Polish  Government,  the  Polish  and  Jewish  society  in  order  to 
mobilize  all  financial  and  security  means.  My  cooperation  with  the  lawyer  Leon 
Feiner  and  Dr.  Adolf  Berman  went,  before  all,  on  the  line  of  alarming 
foreign  countries  in  order  to  assure  great  donation  from  the  organized 
Jewish  societies  in  England,  Palestine  and  United  States.”27 

Mobilizing  funds  from  the  Jewish  organizations  abroad  for  R.P.Z.  was  performed  not 
only  through  the  Jewish  organizations,  but  also  independently  of  them,  here  one 
example—  a  telegram  of  “Sobol”—  the  delegate  Jankowski  to  “Orkan”  the  Minister  of 
Inner  Affair-then  Wladyslaw  Banaczyk  sent  on  July  21,  1944,  received  in  London  on 
04.08.1944: 

“We  need  immediate  financial  help  in  the  sum  of  15,000,000  millions  zlotys 
monthly  for  160,000  Jews  in  the  camps  in  that  80,000  in  Lodz  and  40,000 
outside  camps . 

I  send  a  telegram  of  R.P.  Z.  and  support  their  demands.”28 

The  purpose  of  the  Polish  authorities  was  to  impress  the  Jewish  organizations,  that  by 
contributing  heavily  to  R.P.Z.,  tens  if  not  hundreds  of  thousands  Jews  could  still  be 
saved  even  in  August  1944,  a  four  months  before  the  Germans  had  been  expelled  from 
Poland. 


9.  Keeping  in  the  dark 

To  enshroud  the  information  about  the  Jewish  money  in  a  fog  of  uncertainty  and 
confusion  was  the  rule  of  the  game,  we  could  already  learn  from  the  chapter  No.  IV, 
that  not  only  the  leaders  of  Bund  and  Z.K.N.  in  Poland,  had  no  idea  what  is  going  on, 
but  even  some  representatives  of  the  Delegate' s  Office  and  of  the  Polish  underground, 
with  whom  the  Jewish  organizations  came  in  an  everyday  contact,  knew  nothing.  On 
the  other  side  in  the  West  the  situation  was  no  better.  The  last  financial  report  that 
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Schwarzbart  in  London  received  till  the  end  of  the  war  in  Poland  was  from  May  24, 
1944  (see  item  5a-f  in  table  (d)  on  p.  17).  The  last  financial  report  that  Bund  sent  to 
London  was  from  December  02,1944  (see  items  9a-d  in  table  (b)  p.  14),  speaking 
about  the  last  payment  of  24  th.  Dollars  received  “during  the  Warsaw  Uprising”, 
without  giving  any  specific  date  for  those  payments  (see  also  p.  21  in  Chapter  El). 

Besides  the  documents  already  quoted,  I  would  like  to  quote  here  other  documents, 
first  the  already  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Karina  Fiszman-Kaminska  (on  p.  40)  letter  of 
Lucian  from  London,  which  I  will  quote  here  in  full: 

“C.K.R.  Z.M.P.  Bund 

Dearest,  I  had  until  now  no  occasion,  after  the  tragic  death  of  "Artur"3,  to  write  to  you. 
Abut  the  causes  of  his  death  you  are  probably  well  informed.  He  hoped  in  such  a  way  to 
bring  to  the  forefront  of  public  attention  that  terrible  crime,  which  is  every  day  being 
committed  against  you.  That  was  the  gist  of  his  letter  to  the  President,  to  the  Prime 
Minister  and  to  us.  We  do  everything  in  our  power  to  moblize  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
to  influence  the  governments,  in  order  to  wrench  away  from  the  hands  of  the  German 
hangmen  their  sword.  Generally  we  are  being  told,  that  everything  depends  on  the  course 
of  the  war.  Only  that  for  us  that  war  is  already  lost.  We  try  also  to  moblize  for  you 
certain  financial  means.  To  that  moment  we  have  sent  on  your  name  the  sum  of  73,000 
$,  besides  you  should  have  received  10,000  dollars  sent,  by  the  American  Labor 
Committee  and  remitted  into  the  hands  of  the  Prime  Minister  for  you.  I  know  that  you 
had  some  difficulties  in  receiving  some  sums.  But  that  had  been  clarified  with  the 
Delegate  of  the  Government.  Please  send  on  my  name  the  receipt  for  the  received  money, 
if  possible  with  the  date  of  their  receipt.  In  the  nearest  time  we  will  try,  to  send  you 
further  sums.  The  worst  thing  is  that,  we  do  not  have  from  you  for  a  long  any  news.  . 

On  our  telegraphic  questions  we  do  not  receive  any  answers.  I  kiss  You,  Lucjan.  London 
October  4,  1943.”29 

I  will  quote  here  another  document  of  the  representative  of  Bund  in  Poland,  from 
13.03.44,  a  petition  to  the  Delegate  the  Government  in  the  Homeland,  (the  lower  right 
comer  of  the  document  is  torn  off): 

“I  apply  to  the  Mr.  Plenipotentiary  on  the  following  matter: 

Today  was  handed  to  us  the  following  telegram: 

'We  transmit  telegram  of  Szerer  (Bund  in  London)  for  Berezowski  (Bund  in 
Poland).  5,000  dollars  for  the  Bund,  which  I  paid,  will  be  sent  to  Berezowski. 
Besides  (please)  send  the  receipts  of  Berezowski.  We  expect  from  Berezowski  the 
reports  and  receipts  of  the  former  sums.  The  lack  of  receipts  is  very  unpleasant. 

What  is  happening  with  the  Jewish  Council?  Please  send  us  the  most  important 
news  by  telegram. 

Emanuel  Szerer.  Member  of  Rady  Narodowej-the  National  Council. 

February  3,  1944- 
Received  on  March  13,  1944'. 


a  “Artur”  crypto-name  of  Szmul  Zygielbojm  who  committed  suicide 
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From  the  above  telegram  arises,  that  our  representatives  abroad,  had  received  until 
February  3,  1944  no  telegrams  on  the  above-mentioned  matters,  and  no  receipts,  reports, 
and  statements. 

I  point  out  that  in  the  last  months  we  have  sent  to  our  representatives  abroad,  a  whole 
series  of  telegrams,  and  besides  on  November  15—18  pages  statement,  in  which  letter 
was  included  all  required  from  us  information.  With  regards  to  the  telegrams  and  reports 
we  had  been  assured,  that  they  had  been  sent  and  handed  over. 

From  the  mentioned  telegram  arises,  that  before  February  3,  it  was  assigned  to  us  by  the 
member  of  the  National  Council  Dr.  Emanuel  Szerer  the  sum  of  5,000  dollars,  which 
until  now  we  did  not  receive. 

Finally  in  regard  to  the  required  receipts,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  us  with  all  the 
approved  to  us  money  from  abroad,  and  the  date  of  their  dispatches,  the  persons  or  the 
institutions  from  whom  it  has  been  sent,  finally  to  pay  us  all  the  sent  money...  (The  lower 
part  right  edge  of  the  document  is  missing)”30 

Mrs.  Karina  Fiszman-Kaminska,  in  her  already  mentioned  articles  writes: 

“The  letters  sent  by  “Mikolaj”  (Leon  Feiner)  to  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  in 
May  1943  (letter  of  Mikolaj  to  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  from  28.05.1943, 
202/XV  t.  2,  -k.  339)  and  in  June  43  (letter  of  Mikolaj  to  the  Delegate  of  the 
Government  from  16.06,1 943 -202/I-t.  2,  k.  340)  allow  to  assume  that  part  of  funds 
sent  for  Bund  were  blocked  by  the  organs  of  DR.”31 

The  two  documents  were  quoted  by  me  in  chapter  IV,  pp  33-35.  Mrs.  Karina  Fiszman- 
Kaminska  continues: 

“..  a  fact  strengthened  also  by  the  effort  of  Leon  Feiner  to  send  a  telegram  to  Jan 
Stanczyk-the  Minister  of  Labor  and  Social  Welfare  in  the  emigration  government  in 
London.” 

And  that  document  I  will  quote  here: 

“From:  Berezowski  (Leon  Feiner) 

To:  Jan  Stanczyk-the  Minister  of  Labor  and  Social  Welfare-London 

From  all  remitted  to  us  payment  by  Artur  (Zygelbojm),  the  Delegate  Office  did  not  pay 
to  us  about  half  of  it,  due  to  the  Government  instructions.  Also  from  Szerer  we  did  not 
receive  money  or  any  news  at  all.  I  am  worried.  For  reason  of  complete  lack  of  cash 
death  threatens  to  the  masses  of  people.  As  the  representative  of  Bund  and  your  friend,  I 
ask  you  fervently,  about  immediate  urging  of  sending  immediate  instruction  to  the 
Delegate  about  payment  of  the  overdue  money.  I  am  asking  in  any  case  for  an  answer 
9.8.43”32 

And  Mrs.  Karina  Fiszman-Kamihska  continues: 

“That  telegram  of  Berezowski  from  9.8.43  was  only  a  proposal  of  a  telegram.  Its 
dispatch,  however,  was  never  affected.  On  23.8.1943,  the  representative  of  the 
Delegate  in  R.P.Z.,  received  from  the  Presidential  Office  of  the  Delegate,  a 
letter” 
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That  letter  I  will  quote  here: 

“From  Romecki  (Presidential  Office  of  the  Delegate) 
To  Wencki:  (Representative  of  the  Delegate  in  R.P.Z.) 


“The  telegram  of  Berezowski  to  Stanczyk  will  nor  go,  because  before  its 
dispatch  I  have  sent  a  telegram  urging  the  matter  of  the  money  deposited  by  Zygelbojm. 
Approving  a  loan  is  not  feasible  because  of  lack  of  fund.  I  instructed  in  the  meantime  our 
financial  cell  to  pay  10  th.  dollars  according  to  the  received  telegram. 

Romecki 

23.Vni.43”33 

Yes!  The  Delegate  of  the  Polish  Government  was  blocking  not  only  the  money  of 
Bund  but  also  their  letters. 

But  if  somebody  is  looking  for  another  proof  that  both  money  and  the  letters  were 
blocked,  I  prepared  in  the  appendix  No  1  and  2  a  list  of  all  radiograms  and  reports  sent 
by  Z.K.N.  and  Bund  from  Poland  to  London.  We  can  see  in  the  list  of  Z.K.N.  (See 
appendix  No.  1)  that  after  sending  their  last  report  on  24.05.44,  (see  item  No.  21)  until 
the  end  of  the  German  occupation  of  Poland-the  first  half  of  January  1945,  only  3 
radiograms  from  Poland  were  received  in  London  as  can  be  seen  in  the  items  No.  22, 
23,  and  24  The  first  two  repeat  pathetically  on  03.06.44  and  28.07.44  the  120,000  $, 
received  in  Poland  on  March  1944,  and  paid  partially  to  the  Jews  in  May  1944  (See 
items  No.  5f  in  the  table  (d)  on  page  14  of  chapter  II,  see  also  pp.  27-28,  Chapter  IH) 
like  to  signal  in  that  only  possible  way  that  Z.K.N.  did  not  receive  anything  else;  and 
the  last  one  from  25.10.44  says:  “We  need  great  and  quick  help,  report  later.  Bogucki” 

As  to  the  Bund  if  we  look  in  the  appendix  No.  2  we  can  see  that  after  their  report  from 
15.11.43,  (see  item  No.  11)  till  the  end  of  the  war  the  Bund  6  telegrams  were  sent,  all 
complaining  about  lack  of  money,  all  specify  or  imply  lack  of  contact. 


10.  Inventing  a  cover  story 

A  lie  has  one  shorter  leg,  and  eventually  must  trip  up.  On  January  16,  1945,  when 
Poland  was  already  liberated  from  the  Nazi  predators,  M.  Serafifiski  the  Head  of 
Department  of  National  Minorities  in  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  in  the  Polish 
government  in  exile,  called  up  and  read  to  Dr.  Schwarzbart  a  message  from  Poland, 
which  Schwarzbart  recorded  in  a  letter  on  17.01.1945: 

‘Yesterday  evening  at  11  o’clock  A  Serafnski,  the  deputy  of  the  manager  of  the 
Department  of  National  Minorities  in  the  Ministry  of  the  Inner  Affair  communicated  me 
by  telephone  the  text  of  the  following  telegram,  which  arrived  from  the  County.  Sent 
from  Poland  on  January  5,  1945,  arrived  in  London  on  January  9,  1945  from  the 
Delegate,  it  reads: 

'To  Ignacy! 

From  April  we  did  not  receive  money.  Send  a  telegram  with  an  instruction  (my 
emphasize)  of  payment  of  120,000  dollars  for  Borowski.  The  needs  are  enormous. 
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Jozek  Grajek,  Borowski,  Antek  Wisla'”34 

On  January  18,  1945,  the  touched  to  the  marrow  Schwarzbart  wrote  to  Serafinski: 

“To  the  Ministry  of  the  Inner  Affairs 
To  the  Manager  of  the  National  Minorities 

Very  honorably  Councilor 

On  January  16,  1945  in  the  night  you  have  been  kind  to  communicate  me  the  text  of  the 
telegram  which  arrived  from  the  Country,  signed  by  Jozef  Grajek,  Borowski,  Antek, 
Wisla.  Those  are  names  of  the  members  of  the  Z.K.N.  I  am  obviously  astounded  to  the 
quick,  that  the  undersigned,  or  Z.K.N.  for  that  matter  did  not  receive  money,  in  spite  that 
in  the  period  till  January  at  least  several  hundreds  thousands  were  sent  from  the  money 
from  Joint,  the  Polish  Government  and  Jewish  Agency  addressed  to  ZKN,  independently 
of  the  money  sent  to  Bund.  I  hardly  can  grasp  such  situation. 

In  our  yesterday  conversation  I  pointed  out  to  some  discrepancy  between 
the  telegram  and  one  number  given  in  the  report  of  Z.K.N.  from  May  1944. 

It  is  possible  that  from  that  telegram  was  excluded  the  word  “the  rest”  from 
120,000  dollars.  (My  emphasize)  But  even  after  that  sum  from  May  1944  were  sent 
from  here  hundreds  of  thousands  dollars.  It  seems  in  the  light  of  the  last  telegram,  that 
from  the  hundreds  of  thousands  (dollars)  Z.K.N.  did  not  receive  anything.  I  cannot 
realize  myself  that  situation. 

During  the  day  of  yesterday  came  to  us  all  kind  of  news  from  Poland  that  I  don't  know 
at  that  moment  if  our  contact  is  possible  temporarily  or  if  it  lasts.  I  suppose  that  to  some 
measure  it  will  exist  even  in  the  present  conditions. 

In  view  of  the  situation  I  don’t  want  to  enter  into  criticism  of  the  facts  that  considerable 
dispatches  had  not  been  paid,  but  I  restrict  myself  only  to  the  ardent  request  that  the 
government,  or  the  Ministry,  for  that  matter,  without  any  delay  will  issue  an 
instruction  (my  emphasize)  to  the  DR  -Delegat  Rzqdu-  the  Delegate  of  the 
Government-  immediately  to  pay  to  Z.K.N.”35 

I  doubt  very  much  if  that  telegram  that  Mr.  Searafinski  read  on  the  telephone  to 
Schwarzbart  exists.  I  did  not  find  copy  it  in  the  archive  of  SPP  in  London.  Schwarzbart 
felt  that  there  is  something  fishy  about  the  instruction  of  payments  of  120,000  dollars, 
the  receiving  of  its  half  was  reported  by  Z.K.N.  in  its  May  report  and  arriving  of  the 
whole  sum  in  Poland  reported  in  a  few  other  telegrams,  but  he  let  himself  be  trapped, 
and  cajoled  into  writing  text  of  a  telegram  on  January  18,  1945  to  be  sent  to  Poland: 

“To  the  Ministry  of  Internal  Affair 

To  be  handed  over  to  the  Department  of  the  National  minorities 
I  am  asking  kindly  to  send  to  ZKN  in  Poland  the  following  telegram: 

'I  received  your  telegram  from  January  5.  From  April  the  Government  had  sent  to  you 
and  Bund  from  the  money  of  Joint,  its  own  and  the  Jewish  Agency  several  hundreds 
thousands  dollars.  The  demanded  by  you  instructions  is  being  sent.  Sent  telegram 

about  the  situation . is  sending  further  money  of  Joint  desirable' 

Ignacy”36 
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Following  Schwarzbart' s  letter,  the  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs  Mr.  Berezowski  sent  a 
following  telegram: 


“From:  Minister  Berezowski  Date:  29.1.45 

To:  Delegate  of  the  Government  for  the  Country 

Please  send  this  telegram  of  Schwarzbart  to  Zydowki  Komitet  Narodowy  (Jewish 
National  Council) 

'I  received  your  telegram  from  January  5.  From  April  the  Government  had  sent  to 
you  and  Bund  from  the  money  of  Joint,  its  own  and  the  Jewish  Agency  several 
hundreds  thousands  dollars.  The  demanded  by  you  instructions  is  being  sent.  Sent 
telegram  about  the  situation.... Telegraph  if  sending  further  money  of  Joint 
desirable' 


Ignacy' 

I  accept  receiving  the  telegram  No.  334  P.N.  P.  176. ”37 

That  telegram  which  I  will  present  as  Appendix  No.  20,  had  to  serve  as  the  cover  for 
the  payment  of  “several  thousands  dollars”,  which  both  organizations  never  received. 
Besides,  using  the  naive  or  stupid  Schwarzbart  in  that  plot  of  inventing  the  cover  story 
for  the  money  stolen  from  ZKN,  the  name  of  Szerer  will  also  be  used  in  addition  for 
the  cover  story  for  the  money  stolen  from  Bund,  as  I  will  show  at  the  end  of  this 
Chapter. 

I  will  show  in  the  Chapter  No.  VII  how  improbable  was  sending  money  to  the  Jewish 
organizations  by  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile  after  the  Soviet  army  expelled  the 
Germans  from  Poland.  However  now  I  will  again,  quote  Mrs.  Karyna  Fiszman- 
Kaminska  with  regard  of  the  non-received  funds: 

“The  demands  of  Mikoiaj  caused  protracted  correspondence  between  different  organs 
of  the  Delegate-among  them  “Wieza”  (Crypto-name  of  the  Presidential  office  of  DR.) 
and  “Roj”-(Department  of  inner  affair  of  DR.)  So  for  example  in  March  1944,  from 
the  Presidential  Office  of  DR,  was  issued  a  letter”38 

I  will  quote  here  that  letter  in  full,  but  before,  I  want  to  express  my  reservation.  That 
letter  was  not  sent  from  “the  Presidential  Office  of  DR”  but  by  “Kalski”-alias  Witold 
Bienkowski,  the  representative  of  DR  in  RPZ,  who  signed  the  letter: 

“To:  the  director  Mr.  Muszynski-department  of  Inner  Affairs  of  DR 
To:  From  Romecki  (Presidential  Office  of  the  Delegate) 

Because  the  'Clients'  of  Zegota3  start  to  express  more  and  more  vivid  concern  and 
interest  with  the  technique  of  instructions  for  their  payments,  I  anticipate  now  and 
certainly  in  future  very  unpleasant  situation  on  the  subject  of  war  finances  with  regard  to 

r 

the  received  sums.  As  I  was  informed,  the  “Zrodlo”  -’’Source”  (the  Financial  Section  of 


8  “Zegota”  crypto-name  for  R.P.Z. 


63 


DR)~  does  not  posses  cover  on  the  paid  until  now  money  for  the  Jewish  organizations. 
Not  being  able  to  provide  to  “Zrodlo”  the  instruction  of  payments  because  I  do  nor  have 
it,  I  kindly  ask  you  for  instruction  of  preparing  and  sending  me  back  the  copies  of  the 
instructions  on  all  current  Jewish  sums.  Those  copies  are  for  me  indispensable  because  I 
have  the  entirety  of  the  Archive  of  DR  regarding  Zegota.  The  lack  of  the  relevant 
documents  could  in  the  future  prove  catastrophic,  and  possession  now  of  those 
instructions  would  contribute  undoubtedly  to  the  final  orientation  with  regard  to  the 
situation  on  that  issue.  I  am  asking  kindly  to  respond  to  my  request,  anyway  for  the 
answer 

Kalski,  22.3.44” 

The  war  was  coming  to  its  end,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  for  the  Jews  in  Poland  it  ended. 
Now  was  the  last  moment  to  cook  up  those  instructions,  in  order  to  have  a  cover  for 
all  those  money  that  had  been  siphoned  off  from  the  Jews.  The  only  problem  was  that 
on  all  telegrams  directed  to  Z.K.N.  was  signed  Schwarzbart,  and  only  later  they  were 
sent  by  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  to  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  in  Poland  to  be 
handed  over  to  Z.K.N.  So  there  was  a  need  to  induce  Schwarzbart  to  sign  that  letter 
and  for  that  purpose  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  invented  that  fictitious,  clumsy  and 
non-existent  (!),  in  my  opinion  telegram,  which  supposedly  came  from  Poland,  an 
undertaking  in  which  they  succeeded.  Besides,  the  Minister  Berezowski  himself  wrote 
another  telegram: 

“From  Minister  Berezowski  London  January  17,  1945 
To  the  Delegate 

Please  pay  twelve  thousands  seven  hundreds  to  Z.K.N.  paid  by  the  Zionist  Organizations 

Berezowski 

(handwritten):  24.1.45  Mr.  Dobrowolski  clarifies  that  it  refers  the  sum  transferred  to  the 
Delegate  before  3.1.45  but  was  forgotten  to  give  instruction. 

(-)  Signature”39 

The  last  telegram  of  this  kind  was  sent  from  London,  signed,  supposedly,  by  Szerer  the 
representative  of  Bund  in  London.  It  was  sent  to  the  Delegate  on  January  30,  1945.  I 
will  quote  its  contents: 

“We  are  further  overwhelmed  by  concern  over  you.  We  try  to  contain  a  contact  with 
you.  We  try  to  help.  Send  the  name  of  the  delegate,  if  possible  proposed  a  conference. 
The  support  of  Prime  Minister  promised.  However,  great  your  own  effort  will  be  needed. 
Our  stand  is  as  following: 

'With  Russia  we  want  to  be  in  friendship  and  understanding,  warranting  to  Poland 
real  freedom,  independence  and  democracy.  The  most  vital  thing  is  not  the  eastern 
borders,  but  achieving  real  freedom.  To  the  “Kwadrat3”  “Square”  we  are  in 
opposition,  but  we  recognize  it  as  representing  Poland' 

How  is  with  your  finances.  Over  391  th.  dollars  is  owed  to  you,  deposited  here,  since  the 
time  of  closing  your  report  from  16.XI.1943.  We  expect  your  receipts,  demand 
payment...”40 


a  “Kwadrat”-”Square”-crypto-name  for  Stronnictwo  Narodowe”  “National  Party”-with  an  open  anti-Semitic 
agenda 
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I  am  not  only  speaking  about  the  wrong  arithmetic,  because  “since  the  time  of  closing 
(Bund)  report  from  16.XI.1943”,  is  owed  to  them  416  th.  dollars  (497,338-81.000) 
and  not  391  th.  dollars.  I  am  not  speaking  only  about  the  date  of  January  30,  a  date 
when  no  more  existed,  or  could  have  existed  any  contacts  between  the  Delegate  and 
the  Jewish  organization  in  Poland,  a  point  to  which  I  will  return  in  the  chapter  No  VU. 
What  I  would  like  to  speak  here  is  about  the  political  implication  of  that  letter,  which  is 
so  absurd,  so  preposterous  so  grotesque,  that  deserves  no  more  than  a  sneer  and  a 
scoff. 

Because  what  it  says  is,  that  Szerer,  who  with  the  end  of  the  Polish  occupation 
finished  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  the  Polish  National  Council  as  the  representative  of 
the  Polish  Bund  in  London,  supposedly,  crowned  himself  to  be  the  leader  of  the  Polish 
Bund,  whose  abode  will  be  in  exile!  in  London!,  and  that  all  that  the  Polish  Bund  can 
do,  is  to  send  a  delegate  for  the  conference  in  London.  And  that  he,  Szerer,  also 
decided,  by  himself,  that  the  Polish  Bund  will  support  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile, 
placing  themselves,  thus,  against  the  new  Polish  Socialistic  Government  in  Poland.  And 
that  the  Polish  Bund  will  support  that  Government  in  Exile,  who  even  during  the  war 
and  the  worst  Jewish  tragedy  did  not  stop  planning  restrictions  and  forced  emigration 
for  the  Jews  after  the  war,  and  will  place  themselves  against  the  new  Socialist 
Government  in  Poland  which,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  opened  all  gates  before  the 
Jews  and  abolished  all  restrictions  against  them,  almost  the  Bund's  dream  comes  true.  I 
allow  myself  to  conclude  that  only  a  paranoiac  delusion  could  invent  such  an  absurd 
idea  and  such  a  letter. 

There  is  another  version  of  that  letter  in  the  book  “Home  Army  in  the  Documents”41 
and  here  we  read  that  the  letter  was  sent  by  Arciszewski  himself-the  Prime  Minister  of 
Poland,  and  here  we  read  also  that  the  date  was  changed  from  January  30  to  January 
25.  It  seems  that  he  who  edited  that  book  understood  that  the  date  of  January  30 
would  be  too  farfetched.  Both  versions  of  the  letter  are  presented  in  the  appendices  10 
and  11. 

When  and  why  were  stopped  the  payments  for  the  Jews  entirely,  and  if  the  instructions 
given  after  the  war,  could  have  reached  the  addressees,  or  be  effective  at  all,  will  be  the 
subject  of  chapter  No.  VII. 


Chapter  VI 


Jan  Karski  and  his  involvement  in  transferring  money  of  Jewish 
organization  abroad  to  the  to  the  Jews  in  the  occupied  Poland. 


There  is  probably  no  more  popular  Polish  personality  to  be  remembered  for  his 
endeavor  to  rescue  and  assist  the  remnants  of  the  Polish  Jewry,  and,  probably  no  one 
else  who  so  forcefully  presented  to  the  West  the  real  extent  of  their  destruction,  than 
Jan  Karski.  In  the  mid  November  of  1942  he  was  sent  on  an  official  mission  on 
behalf  of  the  Polish  Underground  to  London.  Before  leaving,  he  met  leaders  of  the 
Jewish  Underground  to  listen  to  their  plea  and  their  demands  from  the  Allied 
governments  and  the  Jewish  organizations.  Prior  to  leaving  Poland  Karski  visited 
Warsaw  ghetto,  and  the  extermination  camp-Belzec  to  acquaint  himself  at  first  hand 
with  Jewish  suffering  and  persecutions.  Of  course  that  the  paramount  aim  of  his 
mission  was  to  win  support  of  the  Allied  government  and  the  public  opinion  to  the 
activity  of  the  Polish  Underground. 

After  arriving  in  London  he  recounted  dutifully  and  faithfully  the  message  of  the 
Jewish  leaders,  reinforced  by  his  own  experience  and  his  sincere  compassion  to  the 
suffering  of  the  Jews.  He  met  a  great  number  of  prominent  persons,  among  them 
Polish  political  leaders:  President  Raczkiewicz,  Prime  Minister  Sikorski,  and  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  Mikolajczyk;  Jewish  leaders  like  Ignacy  Schwarzbart  and  Emanuel 
Szerer;  and  members  of  British  government  and  parliament.  In  June  1943  he  was  sent 
for  a  two-months  visit  to  United  States  on  a  propaganda  mission.  Here  again  he  met  a 
host  of  distinguished  personalities  with  President  Roosevelt  at  the  top.  He  met 
Roosevelt’s  closest  political  advisors,  like  William  Bullitt,  Adolf  Berle,  and  members 
of  Roosevelt's  so-called  brain  trust  Ben  Cohen,  Oscar  Cox,  and  Leon  Henderson. 
Later  he  met  Jewish  leaders  and  prominent  men  like  Stephen  Wise,  Nahum  Goldman, 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Felix  Frankfurter,  David  Dubinsky  and  Sidney  Hillman,  Rabbi 
Weiss  and  others;  he  held  meetings  with  leaders  of  Jewish  organizations,  including 
the  American  Branch  of  the  Reprezentacja,  the  American  Jewish  Congress,  the  World 
Jewish  Congress,  the  American  Jewish  Committee,  the  American  Jewish  Joint 
Distribution  Committee,  the  American  Federation  of  Polish  Jews,  and  the  Bund. 

His  mission,  however,  brought  no  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  Allied  governments  to 
the  question  of  the  rescue  of  the  Jews;  it  did  not  become  their  strategic  aim  in  the 
Second  World  War.  Karski  did  not  even  achieve  changing  the  attitude  of  his  own 
Polish  government  in  exile,  and  finally  his  mission  did  not  change  the  fate  of  the  Jews 
in  Poland.  After  the  war  he  remained  in  United  States  dedicating  himself  to  an 
academic  career.  In  spite  of  all  he  was  found  commendable  by  Yad  Vashem  to  be 
honored  as  the  Righteous  Among  the  Nations,  and  later  accorded  the  honorary 
citizenship  of  the  State  of  Israel.  Those  who  saw  the  picture  of  Lanzman  “Holocaust” 
could  not  remain  unmoved  by  his  testimony.  He  was  (he  died),  certainly,  a  true  friend 
of  the  Jewish  Nation.  Jan  Karski  described  in  details  his  mission  in  his  book  “The 
Secrete  State”,  which  I  am  not  going  to  quote.  I  will  quote,  however,  two  articles 
published.  The  first  one  is  Niespetniona  Misja,  “The  Unfulfilled  Mission”: 

Jan  Karski,  alias  Jan  Kozielewski,  bom  in  1914  in  Lodz,  now  Professor  of  political 

studies  in  the  University  of  Washington,  graduate  of  the  University  of  Jan  Kazunierz 
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in  Lwow,  entered  in  late  years  diplomatic  service.  Mobilized  in  1939,  in  the  rank  of  a 
second  lieutenant  of  cavalry  artillery,  fell  into  Soviet  captivity,  from  where  he 
succeeded  to  escape,  and  after  many  adventures  returned  in  autumn  1939  to  Warsaw, 
where  immediately  he  established  a  contact  with  the  Polish  underground 
organization . 

After  convalescence  he  worked  in  the  Krakow’s  ZWZ,  led  by  Gen,  Bor-Komorowski, 
from  May  1941,  he  served  in  Warsaw  in  the  Bureau  of  Information  and  Propaganda  of 
ZWZ.  In  the  autumn  1942,  "Witold"  receives  his  consecutive  task.  This  time  he  had  to 
go  to  London.  About  that  particular  mission,  and,  as  a  matter,  part  of  it,  relating  to  the 
extermination  of  the  Polish  Jews,  I  spoke  in  Chicago  with  Professor,  who  came  here 
from  Washington,  for  a  series  of  meetings  and  lectures  among  other  a  meeting 
organized  by  the  American  Foundation  of  the  Polish-Jewish  Studies. 

Karski  recollects  his  meeting  with  the  Jewish  representatives,  which  took  place  in  the 
darkness,  in  the  hall  of  a  ruined  building  in  the  suburbs  of  Warsaw.  To  the  meeting 
came  two  men  who  presented  themselves  by  crypto-names  as  the  representatives  of 
Bund  and  Zionists,  and  presented  him  the  postulates  to  be  presented  to  the  allied 
powers: 

1.  Public  declaration,  that  preventing  physical  extermination  of  the  Jews  is  one  of 
the  war  aims  of  the  Allies. 

2.  Informing  the  German  nation,  by  radio,  leaflets,  and  every  other  media  about  the 
crimes  committed  by  their  government  on  the  Jews.  The  names  of  the  German 
officials  and  officers  participating  in  that  action,  the  exact  facts  and  the  applied 
methods,  should  be  publicly  revealed. 

3.  Public  and  formal  appeal  to  the  German  nation  to  exert  pressure  on  its  own 
government  with  the  aim  of  stopping  the  extermination 

4.  If  such  a  pressure  would  not  be  exerted,  the  responsibility  for  the  crimes  will  rest 
on  the  whole  German  nation 

5.  Public  and  Formal  declaration  that  if  the  extermination  will  not  be  stopped,  the 
government  of  the  Allied  nations,  will  assume  extraordinary  steps,  which  will 
include: 

a.  Selected  objects  in  Germany  will  be  bombarded.  The  Germans  will  be 
informed  that  the  bombardment  is  the  retaliation  for  the  crimes  against  the 
Jews. 

b.  The  German  prisoners  of  war  will  be  informed  about  the  crimes  of  their 
government  those  declaring  loyalty  to  the  Nazi  authorities  will  be  accounted  as 
responsible  for  the  crimes  committed  by  the  German  Government 

There  was  one  more  postulate  that  had  to  be  delivered  exclusively  to  Gen  Sikorski,  and 
also  to  Schwarzbard  and  Zygelbojm.  My  interlocutors,  mentioned  about  the  going  on 
preparation  for  the  armed  action  in  Ghetto.  Younger  elements  of  the  ghetto  prisoners 
planned  an  armed  struggle.  They  told  me  about  declaring  a  war  against  the  Third  Reich, 
and  that  they  applied  to  “Armia  Krajowa”  the  Home  Army  for  supply  of  arms,  and  that 
they  had  met  with  refusal.  The  Jews  are  Polish  citizens.  They  had  right  to  arms  for  the 
struggle  with  the  common  enemy,  independently  of  the  result  of  the  struggle.  If  the 
soldiers  of  the  Home-Army  have  those  arms,  the  Jews  have  also  the  right  to  the  arms. 
They  demanded  that  Gen.  Sikorski  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Polish  army  will 
change  the  attitude  of  the  Home  Army,  and  that  he  will  issue  an  order  to  the  Home 
Army.  The  representatives  of  Jewish  underground  demanded  that  I  deliver  the  message 
about  the  arms  to  Gen.  Sikorski,  to  Zygielbojm  and  Schwarzbard. 

When  I  heard  that,  I  told  them  that  I  couldn’t  assume  upon  myself  that  postulate.  I  told 
them:  'I  understand  you,  I  understand  your  situation,  but  I  am  a  soldier  of  AK,  and 
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cannot  deliver  such  a  message  behind  the  back  of  commandant  of  AK,  who  is  my 
superior.  Only  if  you  will  authorize  me  to  contact  the  commandant  of  AK,  I  will 
present  yours  complaint,  and  ask  for  comments". 

Both  agreed  without  hesitation.  I  sought  that  contact.  Obviously  it  was  not  easy.  After 
all  I  was  only  a  simple  lieutenant.  Because  I  worked  then  in  BiP,  I  applied  for  that 
contact,  through  my  direct  superior- Jerzy  Makowiecki.  He  sent  me  to  his  superior  col. 
Jan  Rzepecki.  I  did  not  tell  him  about  the  aim  of  the  planned  conversation  with 
“Grot”,  but  only  that  it  has  bearing  to  my  mission  to  London,  about  which  they  both 
knew.  After  further  efforts  I  succeeded  to  receive  agreement  for  the  contact. 

During  the  conversation  was  present  col.  Rzepecki.  First  Gen.  Rowecki  praised  me  for 
my  attitude,  later  he  expressed  amazement,  that  the  Jewish  leaders  delivered  to  me 
such  a  message  behind  his  back,  when  he  knows  them  and  is  in  contact  with  them.  He 
also  possessed  information  about  some  intentions  in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto.  That  is  true 
that  the  Jews  applied  to  him  for  supply  of  arms.  Something  he  gave  them  but  that  was 
very  little.  However  he  himself  had  not  enough  amounts  of  arms.  Whatever  arms  we 
have  is  not  sufficient,  as  he  must  assure  arms  for  sabotage  and  diversionary  activity 
against  the  Germans,  and  for  the  partisan  units,  fighting  in  the  forests.  The 
commandants  of  respective  regions  appeal  incessantly  about  supply  of  the  arms. 
Therefore  in  majority  of  cases,  he  remits  to  them  money  and  not  arms,  as  the  arms  can 
be  bought  from  the  Germans  or  on  the  black  market.  So  he  recommended  to  his 
subordinate  commanders,  that  the  Jews  would  take  care  about  the  arms  by  their  own 
capacity.  Besides,  he  as  the  commandant  of  AK,  has  as  specific  tasks  for  execution, 
besides  the  current  struggle  of  struggle  and  diversion,  the  most  important  aim  of  AK, 
is  building  up  reserves  of  arms,  in  order  that  in  the  proper  moment,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  know  when  that  moment  will  occur,  to  stab  the  Germans  in  the  back.  He 
is  military  commandant;  all  undertaking  of  his  people  action  should  have  a  military 
significance.  Whatever  “ruchawka”  disturbance  will  be  in  the  Ghetto  it  cannot  have 
such  significance,  the  Germans  will  stifle  it,  I  remember  that  he  used  the  expression 
"in  a  few  hours". 

Today  is  known,  that  he  was  very  much  mistaken.  The  uprising  in  Ghetto  lasted  over 
3  weeks,  and  the  Germans  suffered  during  the  fights  heavy  losses. 

It  is  so,  but  then  I  understood  his  position,  just  as  I  understood  the  attitude  of  the  Jews. 
At  the  end  of  the  conversation  the  General  ascertained  that  he  is  a  well  disciplined 
soldier,  and  if  from  London  he  will  receive  an  instruction,  of  delivering  arms  with  a 
detailed  list  of  sort  of  arms  to  be  delivered  to  the  Ghetto,  that  order  he  will  execute.  In 
the  present  time  assistance  with  arms,  in  such  proportion  as  the  Jews  require 
overpasses  his  competence.  The  decision  in  that  matter  must  take  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

That  instruction,  like  all  the  others  I  faithfully  delivered  first  to  Zygelbojm  and 
Schwarzbard,  and  later  to  Gen.  Sikorski.  As  far  as  the  Polish  government’s  reaction  is 
concerned  and  further  result  of  my  mission,  I  simply  am  not  aware  of,  I  was  only  a 
courier;  my  role  was  only  transferring  information. 

After  all,  extermination  of  the  Jews  was  something  that  until  then  had  no  precedence 
in  the  human  history.  Nobody  was  prepared  to  accept  all  the  cruelty,  which  had 
happened.  That  is  not  true--  that  often  is  written  that  I  was  the  first,  who  related  to  the 
West  all  the  truth  about  the  fate  of  the  Polish  Jews.  There  were  others.  The 
information  reached  by  mediation  of  the  Polish  underground  radio,  which  all  time  of 
war,  had  been  in  the  disposition  of  the  Szef  Walki  Cywilnej-  the  Chief  of  the  Civil 
Struggle-Stefan  Korbonski,  there  were  in  the  West  Jewish  fugitives.  The  tragedy  was 
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that  the  information  had  not  been  believed,  not  from  bad  will,  simply  the  facts  had 
surpassed  imagination.  Anyway,  I  was  meeting  with  disbelief  even  among  the  Jews, 
when  I  reported  about  the  fate  of  the  Polish  Jews  to  the  supreme  court  judge  in  USA- 
Felix  Frankfurter,  at  the  end  he  told  me:  'I  am  not  able  to  believe  in  it'.  That 
conversation  took  place  in  front  of  our  ambassador  in  Washington  Jan  Ciechanowski. 
Upon  hearing  that  the  ambassador  protested:  'lieutenant  Karski  is  on  an  official 
mission,  behind  him  stands  the  authority  of  my  government.  You  cannot  tell  him  that 
he  is  lying' .  Frankfurter  answered:  'I  do  not  assert  that  he  lies,  I  told  that  I  am  not  able 
to  believe  it,  and  that  is  difference' .  With  distrust  I  was  confronted  many  times. 

Earlier  already  in  Paris  were  sent  through  the  mediation  of  Aleksander  Kawalkowski- 
the  Chief  of  Polish  Underground  in  the  occupied  France,  various  reports,  among  them 
report  about  the  situation  of  the  Jews,  elaborated  by  Henryk  Wolinski,  Ludwik 
Widerszal  and  Stanislaw  Herbst  all  employees  of  BiP,  that  report  more  than  40  pages, 
prepared  on  microfilm,  I  had  concealed  in  the  key  holder. 

Only  after  return  of  Sikorski,  I  started  wider  contacts  with  the  British  officials.  I  had 
an  occasion,  to  speak  with  four  members  of  the  then  highest  authorities,  of  the  war- 
cabinet;  I  spoke  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affair  Sir  Anthony  Eden;  with  the  leader 
of  conservatives  party  Lord  Claiborne;  with  Arthur  Greenwood  from  the  Labor  Party; 
and  with  the  chairman  of  Board  of  Trade  Hugh  Dalton.  Besides,  I  spoke  several  times 
with  Lord  Shelburne,  responsible  for  the  contacts  with  the  underground  movement  in 
the  occupied  Europe,  with  the  British  and  American  ambassadors  at  the  Polish 
government,  with  an  influential  parliament  member  Miss  Ellen  Wilkinson,  and  many 
other  persons. 
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To  each  of  those  meetings,  I  prepared  myself  very  carefully,  I  knew,  that  I  must  speak 
shortly,  as  in  any  moment,  my  interlocutor,  could  terminate  our  meeting.  Generally  I 
prepared  20-minutes  general  report,  in  which  to  the  Jewish  affairs  I  dedicated  4-5 
minutes.  The  reaction  was  various,  Eden  for  example  cut  me  short  saying:  'The  report 
of  Karski  has  reached  us,  the  affairs  will  receive  proper  attention' . 

Many  years  after  the  war,  from  the  book  of  the  British  historian  Martin  Gilbert, 
"Auschwitz  and  the  Allies",  I  came  to  know,  that  from  my  relation  reported  to  Prof. 
Kot,  who  was  sincerely  concerned  with  the  fate  of  the  Jews,  and  also  based  on  the 
microfilms  sent  earlier  from  Paris,  was  prepared  a  detailed  report,  relating  to  the 
extermination  the  Jews  in  Poland.  That  report  the  Polish  government  handed  to  Mr.  A. 
L.  Oysterman,  the  liaison  between  the  Jewish  World  Congress  with  the  British 
Foreign  Office,  according  to  Gilbert  who  supported  his  work  upon  British  archives, 
opened-as  known-30  years  after  the  war  to  the  public.  Already  on  November  26, 
1942,  the  member  of  the  British  Parliament  Sydney  Silverman  handed  a  report  to  the 
Undersecretary  of  Steeds  --Richard  Love.  When  I  spoke  with  Eden— and  that  was  in 
the  February  1943,  my  report  could  be  known,  and  maybe  therefore,  among  many 
questions  he  asked  me,  no  one  was  concerned  with  the  Jewish  question.  Greater 
interest  in  the  fate  of  the  Jews,  manifested  Lord  Selbom,  who,  however,  told  me  very 
sincerely,  that  the  postulates  of  the  Polish  Jews  are  impossible  to  fulfill,  as  the  main 
aim  of  the  allies  is  winning  the  war,  and  everything,  which  has  no  strictly  military 
significance,  must  be  regarded,  as  a  'side  issue'.  Zygelbojm  was  a  tragic  figure  and 
his  suicide  did  not  change  Jewish  situation. 

In  the  meeting  with  Roosevelt,  besides  nicely  sounding  generalities  he  did  not  tell 
anything  concrete,  concerning  Polish  and  Jewish  affairs.  He  told  only  that  Poland  has 
in  the  White  House  a  friend,  and  the  criminals  will  be  punished  after  the  war. 
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A  few  years  ago,  I  read  a  relation,  from  the  press  conference  of  John  Pehl.  He  was  the 
first  director  of  the  American  Refugee  Board,  an  institution  which  task  was  providing 
relief  for  the  refugees,  specially  the  Jewish  ones  from  the  countries  of  occupied 
Europe.  And  so  on  that  conference,  when  he  was  asked  about  my  mission,  he  told: 
'the  mission  of  Karski  moved  the  President,  Karski  changed  the  attitude  of  the 
president  and  the  Department  of  State.  Roosevelt  demanded  immediately,  creation  of 
American  Refugee  Board.  We  started  the  activity  in  February  1944.  However  then  it 
was  too  late. ' 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  position  of  the  American  interlocutors  in  the  relation  to  the 
dramatic  postulates  of  the  Polish  Jews,  which  I  had  presented  them.  Wherever  I  could, 

I  presented  those  postulates,  some  of  the  interlocutors  e.g.  Rabbi  Wise,  the  leader  of 
the  American  Jews,  was  interested  with  some  details.  He  specially  was  inquiring 
about  the  matter  of  blank  passport,  however,  about  the  result  of  the  mission  I  was  not 
informed. 

As  far  as  the  Jewish  part  of  my  mission  is  concerned,  as  is  known,  it  ended 
unsuccessfully.  6  millions  Jews  perished  and  nobody  handed  them  effective 
assistance,  neither  any  government,  nor  any  nation,  nor  the  church.  The  assistance,  a 
heroic  assistance  was  furnished  solely  by  individuals.” 

The  interviewer: 

“After  the  war,  when  the  full  extent  of  the  German  crime  became  known,  the  voices 
of  surprise  were  unanimous.  The  revealed  facts  were  declared  as  revelation.  But  all 
those  facts  had  been  known  earlier,  how  to  understand  that  attitude?” 

Karski: 

“Partly  by  hypocrisy,  because  all  who  wanted  to  know,  knew  about  the  crimes  of  the 
Germans  against  the  Jews,  not  only  due  to  me.  The  reports  were  numerous.  If  in  spite 
of  it  the  full  truth  could  not  penetrate  that  was  not  only  due  to  ill  will.  After  all, 
holocaust,  a  systematical  extermination  of  the  whole  nation,  happened  only  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history,  the  humanity  was  not  prepared  for  such  a  thing.  From  here 
that  consciousness  disowned  even  the  most  reliable  evidences  and  testimonies.  Some 
things,  the  mind,  the  heart,  the  conscience,  could  not  accept  as  true.”1 

The  second  article  that  I  am  going  to  quote  is Nie  chcq  bye  sqdzia-'l  don't  want  to  be 
a  judge”  -  The  interview  with  Jan  Karski”;  the  interview  took  place  in  May  1994: 

“It  would  be  the  most  important  and  proud  day  of  my  life  to  receive  the  honorary 
citizenship  of  Israel.  Before  all,  from  the  religious  point  of  view  I  feel  so,  as  if  I  would 
reach  the  source  of  my  religious  faith,  Christianity,  after  all,  derived  from  the  Jewish 
tradition.  In  the  high  school  in  Lodz,  on  the  name  of  Marshal  Pilsudski,  which  I 
attended,  I  was  met  only  with  kindness,  friendship,  and  assistance  on  behalf  of  my 
Jewish  colleagues.  And,  now  after  so  many  years  I  feel  as  if  they  accepted  me  to 
themselves.  I-a  Pole,  an  American,  a  Catholic,  -became  also  an  Israeli.  Nothing  more 
beautiful  could  happen  in  my  life. 

No  government,  in  general,  nobody,  made  sufficiently  enough  for  saving  the  Jews. 
Could  the  American  do  more?  In  the  State  Department  I  spoke  with  a  specialist  on 
Russian  matters-Charles  Bohlen,  a  member  of  the  team  of  the  Roosevelt  councilors, 
Adolph  Berle,  and  the  director  of  the  strategic  services  William  Donoven.  I  did  not 
percept  in  them  some  special  animosity  towards  the  Jews. 
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The  problem  depended  on  something  else.  A  legend  was  created  that  I  was  the  first, 
who  informed  the  world  about  the  holocaust.  That  is  a  mere  nonsense;  they  knew  it 
earlier.  After  all  Europe  was  covered  by  English  intelligence.  The  world  Jewish 
Congress  had  their  own  source  of  information,  they  were  Jewish  refugees,  and  all  they 
supplied  to  Great  Britain  and  United  Stated  information  about  what  is  happening  in 
Poland.  I  was  meeting  the  most  influential  men,  in  the  allied  camp.  The  Jewish  tragedy 
was  for  them  disagreeable  maybe  even  painful.  But  the  Jews  had  no  their  own  state  and 
government,  they  did  not  participate  in  the  war  consultation  of  the  allied  nation. 
Therefore  for  the  allies  it  was  a  painful  thing,  but  in  a  military  and  strategic  sense--of 
the  tenth-rate  significance. 

I  told  Bohlen:  the  Jews  want  to  be  sent  passport  blanks,  but  original.  They  want  also 
entry  visas;  the  German  authorities  of  middle  grade  authorities  for  a  lot  of  money 
would  be  ready  to  let  the  Jews  out.  Bohlen  answered  me:  'Mr.  Karski,  we  are  in  a 
country  where  rule  not  people  but  laws.  We  cannot  grant  visas  to  people,  whose  names, 
nationalities,  and  citizenship  is  not  known.  The  Congress  in  1924  approved  an  act 
which  established  national  emigrational  quotas,  and  only  Congress  can  change  them' 

I  am  too  old  to  judge  people.  That  was  the  position  of  the  State  Department.  They  were 
also  other  demands  of  the  Jews,  for  example:  let  the  allies  declare,  that  the  stopping 
extermination  of  the  Jews,  will  become  part  of  the  war  strategy  of  the  allies.  I  imparted 
the  messages  to  Americans  and  heard  in  return:  'From  the  sheer  start  of  the  war 
Goebel's  propaganda  preached  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  war  was  provoked  by  the 
Jews,  carried  on  by  the  Jews,  and  bringing  advantage  to  the  Jews.  If  we  would  declare 
that  stopping  extermination  of  the  Jews  is  the  allies  war-strategy  one  may  not  know  if 
our  own  people  would  not  start  thinking:  maybe  Goebels  is  right?  Why  only  Jews? 
Why  not  Poles,  Frenchmen,  Belgians?  An  elder  Englishman  told  me:  'Mr.  Karski,  can 
you  assure  us,  that  your  own  nation  would  not  look  on  it  with  aversion?  I  had  no 
answer  for  it. 

There  was  a  proposition  to  fling  over  Germany  millions  of  leaflets,  revealing  all  truth 
about  extermination  of  the  Jews,  with  a  hope,  that  the  German  nation  would  exert  an 
influence  on  their  own  government  to  stop  the  genocide.  On  that  I  received  an  answer 
'with  leaflets  that  war  is  not  going  to  be  won.  The  war  we  would  win  by  throwing 
bombs.  Secondly— such  an  action  can  only  increase  anti-Semitism  in  Germany.  Thirdly- 
-our  pilots  risk  their  life  for  throwing  bombs  and  not  leaflets,  therefore,  whatever 
proposition  was  put  forward,  it  occurred  to  be  impossible.  Most  frequently  was 
repeated  the  slogan,  that  the  most  effective  way  to  help  the  Jews  was  winning  the  war. 

Exactly  on  July  22,  1943,  the  main  aim  of  my  mission  was  then  to  send  a  message  from 
the  Polish  underground,  not  from  the  Jews.  What  was  in  question  was  organization  of 
the  Polish  underground  movement,  the  position  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government, 
about  the  underground  parliament,  Home-Army,  press  and  so  on.  I  had  also  a  mission 
to  convey  a  message  from  the  Jewish  underground-from  the  Zionist  and  Socialist 
leaders.  I  spoke  about  the  Jewish  problems  3  minutes.  On  that  and  other  meetings  with 
the  allied  politicians,  it  was  difficult  to  develop  that  subject,  because  they  used  to  stop 
me,  and  I  could  not  tell  to  Roosevelt,  or  Eden:  don’t  stop  me.  Then  I  was  losing  the 
trend  of  my  thought  and  often  could  not  even  return  to  that  subject  again.  Roosevelt 
was  putting  question  also  on  the  Jewish  problem.  But  the  Jews  forget,  that  those  people 
did  not  discuss  with  me  the  subject,  they  allow  me  to  tell  whatever  I  liked,  and  put 
questions.  It  was  not  my  task  to  put  the  questions.  Secondly,  Sikorski,  Mikolajczyk, 
Kot  and  Retinger  who  directed  my  activity  all  forewarned  before  meeting  with 
Roosevelt:  "'that  he  is  a  formidable  man,  we  are  in  need  of  him,  our  fate  depends  on 
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him,  therefore  he  shouldn’t  be  provoked  and  antagonized' .  I  had  also  to  take  that  into 
consideration. 

Speaking  about  bad-will  of  Spilberg  is  not  clever.  Secondly~not  all  Poles  were  angels. 
anti-Semitism  existed  in  Poland  from  generations  and  exists  even  today,  when  there  are 
no  Jews.  During  the  occupation,  in  the  occupied  Poland  came  into  being  a  new 
profession:  " szmalcownicy ",  there  were  so  many  of  them,  that  the  Jews  asked  me,  to 
influence  Sikorski  to  authorize  the  Polish  underground  authorities,  to  expose  those 
criminals,  to  compromise  them  before  Polish  society,  and  if  it  won’t  help,  to  sentence 
them  to  death. 

Many  Jews  had  always  grievances  to  the  Poles,  that  they  did  too  little  to  save  them.  I 
had  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  tens  of  lectures  among  die  Jewish  society.  Really  there 
exist  such  kind  of  accusations.  My  answer  is  always  the  same:  no  nation  did,  after  all,  a 
lot,  the  Christian  Church  had  not  done  a  lot,  the  government  of  countries  had  not  done  a 
lot,  millions  of  Jews  perished.  After  the  war  all  nations,  governments  and  churches, 
having  awareness  of  horrid  cruelty,  try  to  whitewash  the  history.  They  say:  'we  helped' 
and  often  exaggerate,  and  that  is  understandable.  I  also  understand  that.  From  the  other 
side,  most  of  the  Jews  who  survived,  survived  because  somebody  helped  them. 

Holocaust  has  no  precedence  in  history.  There  are  Poles  who  are  telling:  'we  also  had  a 
holocaust' .  It  shouldn’t  be  spoken  so.  That  is  a  he.  Poland  during  the  war  was  crucified, 
went  through  martyrdom.  The  Germans  wanted  to  destroy  Polish  intelligentsia,  wanted 
to  turn  Slavanian  nations  into  slaves,  but  Hitler  did  want  to  kill  all  non-Germans, 
because  over  whom  would  the  Germans  rule?  With  the  Jews  was  otherwise.  All 
European  nations  bore  sacrifices,  but  all  Jews  were  victims.”2 

If  Karski’s  activity  did  not  help  the  Jews,  it  helped  very  much  the  Polish  Government 
in  Exile  to  mobilize  funds  from  the  Jewish  organizations,  and  here  I  will  quote  David 
Engel  from  his  book  “Facing  Holocaust”: 

“Karski  had  most  emphatically  not  been  dispatched  to  the  United  States  to  speak  about 
the  murder  of  Polish  Jewry,  and  there  is  no  indication  that  he  did  so  in  any  of  his 
meetings  prior  to  his  audience  with  Roosevelt.  In  his  discussion  with  the  president, 
however,  he  raised  the  matter  on  his  own  initiative.  At  the  time  Roosevelt  did  not 
appear  to  Karski  to  show  much  interest  in  this  subject.  Nevertheless  within  several 
hours  of  the  meeting  Ambassador  Ciechanowski,  who  had  served  as  Karski's 
interpreter,  received  a  hand-delivered  message  from  the  White  House  containing  a  list 
of  prominent  Americans  and  others  whom  the  president  thought  Karski  should  meet. 
Included  in  the  list  were  Stephen  Wise,  Nahum  Goldman,  Supreme  Court  Justice  Felix 
Frankfurter,  and  other  prominent  figures  on  the  American  Jewish  scene.  It  was  at  this 
point,  evidently,  that  a  decision  was  made  to  incorporate  Karski's  eyewitness  testimony 
about  the  Warsaw  ghetto  and  the  execution  of  Jews  into  his  mission  and  to  attempt  to 
reap  a  reward  from  it  for  Polish  diplomacy.  On  9  -10  August,  in  New  York  "Karski 
held  seven  separate  meetings  with  leaders  of  Jewish  organizations,  including  the 
American  Branch  of  the  Reprezentacja,  the  American  Jewish  Congress,  the  World 
Jewish  Congress,  the  American  Jewish  Committee,  the  American  Jewish  Joint 
Distribution  Committee,  the  American  Federation  of  Polish  Jews,  and  the  Bund.  He 
also  met  with  such  prominent  Jewish  figures  in  the  American  labor  movement  as  David 
Dubinsky  and  Sidney  Hillman. 

From  the  reports  that  he  submitted  to  London  during  his  stay  in  the  United  States, 
Karski  appears  to  have  viewed  his  discussions  wit  Jewish  leaders  as  highly  satisfactory. 

In  particular,  he  noted,  "it  made  a  good  impression  ...  that  an  'Aryan  [aryjczyk]  brought 
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up  Jewish  matters.  He  believed  that  those  who  had  heard  him  speak  had  sensed  that  he 
was  indeed  moved  by  the  fate  of  the  Jews  in  Poland  and  wanted  to  help  them  somehow, 
as  much  as  possible."  He  also  indicated  that  he  had  tried  "to  create  the  impression  that 
sympathy  and  an  understanding  of  Jewish  affairs  were  to  be  found  among  the  Polish 
population."  He  did  this  in  the  first  place  by  stressing  that  the  underground  Government 
Delegacy  was  involved  in  extending  aid  to  Jews.  In  addition  he  made  reference  to  the 
fact  ("which  by  the  way,"  he  told  the  government,  "is  true")  that  a  branch  of  the  Polish 
Socialist  Party  and  the  Bund  were  cooperating  in  conspiratorial  work.  "This  point  of 
my  presentation"  he  reported,  "aroused  the  interest  of  all  of  the:  Jews,  no  matter  what 
their  [ideological  convictions  or  party  affiliation,"  adding  that  "being  able  to  refer  to 
this  fact  makes  an  excellent  impression  and  helps  the  Polish  cause  greatly  in  American 
Jewish  circles."  To  be  sure,  the  courier  noted,  "almost  all  [of  the  Jewish  leaders]  asked 
me  assiduously  whether  anti-Semitism  still  existed  in  Poland,”  but  he  felt  that  he  had 
been  able  to  make  them  understand  "that  in  the  present  atmosphere  in  the  country  it  is 
simply  not  possible  for  any  Pole,  whatever  his  political  convictions,  to  declare  himself 
openly  to  be  an  anti-Semite  or  to  express  solidarity  with  German  methods."  Indeed,  he 
observed  that  "almost  all  emphasized  that  they  saw  in  my  good  will  and  sincere  desire 
to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Jews  in  Poland  proof  of  a  change  in  the  atmosphere  towards 
Jews  within  the  Polish  community." 

Karski  suggested  further  that  the  positive  impression  that  he  had  made  was  likely  to 
redound  to  Poland's  political  benefit.  . . . 

Rather  characteristic  was  the  utterance  of  Rabbi  Wise  (president  of  the  American 
Jewish  World  Congress.  At  the  end  of  our  discussion  he  spoke  several  words  directed, 
as  it  were,  toward  Poland.  He  said,  "Seeing  how  honestly  and  wholeheartedly  you  are 
working  to  help  our  people,  how  you  are  taking  risks  in  order  to  assist  the  Jewish  cause, 
though  you  are  not  a  Jew,  I  want  to  stress  to  you  that  my  goal  and  the  object  of  my 
work  is  the  rebirth  of  a  great  and  independent  Poland  in  which  the  Jewish  people  will 
be  able  to  live  freely  on  the  basis  of  equal  rights  with  all  denizens  of  the  Polish  state. 
The  fact  that  you  are  here  and  can  speak  to  us  shows  how  strong  the  Polish 
underground  movement  is.  Poland  shall  rise  again!” 

Karski's  positive  evaluation  of  the  results  of  his  meetings  with  Jewish  leaders  was 
seconded  by  Sylwin  Strakacz,  Polish  consul-general  in  New  York,  who  had 
participated  as  an  observer  in  the  various  discussions.  "In  all  cases,"  Strakacz  noted  in  a 
report  to  Ciechanowski,  “Mr.  Karski's  remarks  made  a  tremendous  impression  upon  his 
listeners-  commenting  further  that  "the  Jewish  organizations  have  high  regard  [for  the 
fact]  that  the  Polish  government  is  working  closely  together  with  them  and  has 
dispatched  to  them  on  the  first  occasion  one  of  the  highest  officials  of  underground 
Poland  to  report  on  the  situation  in  the  homeland.  Although  he  felt  that  he  could  not 
predict  "what  concrete  results  Mr.  Karski's  mission  would  bring,"  he  professed  absolute 
certainty  "that  the  two  days  of  his  [Karski's]  presence  here  galvanized  the  entire  Jewish 
community  and  gave  us  a  trump  card  of  the  first  magnitude  in  cultivating  good 
relations  between  the  local  [Polish]  authorities  and  the  Jewish  organizations." 

Both  Karski  and  Strakacz  indicated  quite  clearly  in  their  reports  what  they 
believed  that  trump  card  was.  "Before  I  left  New  York,"  Karski  wrote,  "Rabbi 
Wise,  together  with  Messrs.  Goldman  and  Baldman  of  the  World  Jewish 
Committee,  invited  themselves  to  me  wishing  to  find  out  the  most  effective  way  to 
deliver  aid  to  the  Jews  in  Poland.  Elsewhere  Karski  indicated  that  the  Joint 
Distribution  -Committee  had  decided  immediately  to  send  $500,000  in  assistance 
to  Polish  Jewry,  promising  that  "of  course  this  aid  will  also  encompass  ’the  most 
unfortunate  from  among  the  Poles,  '  “and  that  it  had  asked  Karski  how  it  ought  to 
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go  about  doing  so.  Strakacz,  too,  noted  this  interest,  observing  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Polish  Jews  had  asked  a  similar  question.  In  response,  Karski 
consistently  argued  that  it  was  virtually  impossible  to  distribute  any  funds, 
supplies,  documents,  or  other  items  intended  for  Jews  under  Nazi  occupation  in 
Poland  except  through  the  channels  maintained  by  the  Polish  government-in-exile 
and  the  Polish  underground.  He  assured  his  listeners  that  "it  is  absolutely 
unthinkable  [nieprawdopodobne]  and  even  technically  impossible  for  aid 
transmitted  to  the  Jewish  population  in  Poland  in  any  form  to  be  used  by  any 
elements  other  than  the  Jewish  ones"  and  that  use  of  Polish  government  conduits 
would  "guarantee  the  greatest  efficiency  and  the  fairest  distribution"  of  whatever 
was  sent.  Karski  felt  his  argument  had  won  the  day:  where  Wise  and  Goldman 
had  initially  expressed  the  hope  of  establishing  "an  immediate  link  with  the 
Jewish  underground  movement  in  the  homeland  independent  of  and  not 
controlled  by  the  Polish  government,"  by  the  conclusion  of  their  meeting  they  no 
longer  insisted  upon  this  point. 

Indeed,  in  subsequent  weeks  those  with  whom  Karski  had  spoken  approached 
Polish  authorities  with  concrete  requests  for  cooperation  in  rescue  and  aid 
activities  along  the  lines  that  the  courier  had  discussed.  In  September  the  Joint 
Distribution  Committee  transferred  $  100,  000  of  the  $500,000  it  had  discussed 
with  Karski  to  the  Polish  Embassy  in  Washington  with  a  request  that  the 
government  state  how  and  to  whom  those  funds  would  be  paid  in  the  occupied 
homeland.  At  around  the  same  time  the  World  Jewish  Congress  and  the  Jewish 
Labor  Committee  arranged  for  a  similar  transfer  of  $45,000.  With  a  promise  of 
an  additional  $155,000  to  follow.  The  Jewish  Agency  designated  an  additional  of 
10,  000  for  the  Polish  government  to  distribute  among  forty-nine  specified 
communities.  Arieh  Tartakower  sent  the  government  a  list  of  nineteen  prominent 
Jewish  activists  in  occupied  Poland,  in  accordance  with  what  he  claimed  had  been 
Karski's  suggestion  that  the  underground  was  prepared  to  help  them  escape  to  a  neutral 
country.  Tartakower  added  that  Jewish  organizations  would  participate  in  whatever 
costs  the  Polish  agencies  might  incur  in  carrying  out  this  request. 

....  The  government  might  therefore  have  used  that  necessary  connection— now 
reinforced  by  the  desire  of  Jewish  organizations  to  send  funds  and  other  forms  of 
assistance  to  the  homeland,  against  the  background  of  the  goodwill  that  Karski's 
mission  had  engendered  to  improve  its  standing  in  the  eyes  of  world  Jewry,  in  the  hope 
of  sealing  off  the  inroads  that  Soviet  propaganda  had  purportedly  made.  It  does  not 
appear,  however,  that  government  policymakers  realized  the  political  potential  inherent 
in  this  situation.  On  the  contrary,  no  follow-up  to  Karski's  mission  was  planned,  and 
evidently  no  efforts  were  made  by  the  government  to  develop  a  regular  procedure  for 
transferring  funds  from  Jewish  organizations  to  occupied  Poland  The  Jewish  National 
Committee  and  the  Bund  in  underground-the  two  primary  recipients  of  Jewish  aid  from 
abroad-complained  of  irregularities  in  the  delivery  of  funds  and  Schwarzbart,  who 
attempted  to  investigate  the  fate  of  funds  entrusted  to  the  government,  seems  to  have 
encountered  difficulties  in  obtaining  information  from  official  sources  on  "  the  nature 
and  amount  of  assistance  actually  distributed  Moreover,  Schwarzbart  was  unable  to 
extract  from  the  government  a  commitment  to  supply  substantially  increased  monies 
from  its  own  budget  for  the  rescue  of  Jews  The  government,  in  short,  does  not  appear 
to  have  shown  much  interest  at  this  time  in  playing  the  trump  card  that  the  Karski 
mission  seemed  to  have  given  it.” 


CHAPTER  VH 


What  happened  with  the  money  for  the  Jews  after  the  Polish  uprising? 


In  their  last  financial  report  from  02.12.1944,  the  representative  of  Bund  in  Poland 
speaks  about  the  last  payment  of  “24th.  dollars  during  the  Warsaw  Uprising”  (See  Ch. 
Ill,  p.  21  of  this  book).  The  Polish  uprising  in  Warsaw  took  place  between  31.07.44 
and  02.10.1944.  The  last  financial  report  of  Z.K.N.  was  sent  on  24.05.1944.  Mr. 
Serafmski  the  Head  of  Minority  Department  in  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs,  reads  to 
Dr.  Schwarzbart  on  the  telephone  on  17.01.1945  the  text  of  the  telegram  of  Z.K.N. 
from  January  05,  1945  to  the  effect  that  “From  April  (they)  did  not  receive  money”.  One 
may  question  the  authenticity  of  that  telegram,  but  not  its  truth,  Mr.  Serafmski  was 
certainly  acquainted  with  the  facts.  So  what  happened  after  the  Polish  uprising?  We 
may  learn  it  from  the  telegram  sent  by  “Orkan”-Banaczyk  Wladyslaw-the  Minister  of 
Inner  Affairs  -in  October  1944  from  London  to  the  delegate: 

“After  the  fall  of  Warsaw  and  the  mass  deportation  to  the  camps,  increased 
tremendously  the  need  of  providing  material  help.  To  the  extent  of  influx  of  the  cash, 
reserving  the  necessary  sums  for  organizational  purposes,  please  pay  through  the 
charitable  organizations  or  directly  to  persons  being  in  a  difficult  situation,  the  necessary 
money,  with  an  aim  to  allay  their  misery.”1 

And  from  the  telegram  the  Commandant  of  sub-district  West,  to  the  Commandant  of  District 
Warsaw-  Wisla: 

“Great  inflow  of  the  soldiers  of  AK  and  civil  population  from  Warsaw 

“To  the  territory  of  Halerow  are  coming  more  and  more  AK  soldiers  from  Warsaw,  be  it 
as  wounded  in  the  hospitals,  be  it  as  healthy  evacuated  with  the  civil  population.  Besides, 
there  are  complete  attachments  like  “Wysocki”  (Major  Stanislaw  Babiarz)  from  Ok^cie 
and  Wirtuoza  (unknown)  from  Mokotow.  All  in  a  very  grave  situation  apply  for 
financial  help.  I  am  asking  for  instructions  in  the  sphere  of  assistance  and  appropriating 
adequate  financial  means.  In  the  face  of  prolongation  of  the  present  situation  and  the 
incoming  winter  the  matter  of  assistance  very  urgent. 

Halerowo”2 

We  also  learn  from  the  already  quoted  telegram  sent  by  “Orkan”-Banaczyk 
Wladyslaw-the  delegate,  that  “both  couriers  Borowik  and  Kret  are  taking  an  overall 
amount  of  money  of  591,225  American  dollars”,  and  that  “Independently  of  the  above 
mentioned  amount  of  money,  the  army  should  pay  you  a  sum  of  600,000  dollars”  from 
which  200,000  dollars  were  destined  for  the  Jews.  And  that  proves  that  the  money 
continued  to  arrive  from  West  to  the  occupied  Poland. 

Again  we  learn  from  the  document  No.  1340  published  in  the  book  “Armia  Krajowa  w 
Dokumentach”-”The  Home  Army  in  the  Documents”3  that  the  Minister  of  Internal 
Affairs  Berezowski  Zygmunt  informed  the  Delegate  about  261,163  dollars  being 
dropped  over  Poland  on  November  22,  1944,  from  which  133,963  were  destined  for 
the  Jews.  We  also  learn  from  another  document  sent  from  London  on  January  10, 
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19454,  that  the  packages  dropped  on  “18.XI.44  ...were  acknowledged  by  Roman”. 
There  seems  some  confusion  with  regard  to  the  places  of  the  drops  after  the  Polish 
uprising,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  money  continued  to  be  dropped.  Money  from  which 
the  Jews  did  not  receive  even  one  dollar. 

With  the  approaching  Soviet  offensive,  the  expulsion  of  the  German  army  and  an 
impending  communist  rule  in  Poland,  the  Polish  Underground  started  its  preparation 
for  the  future.  General  Brigadier  Leopold  Okulicki-  “Niedzwiadek”,  who  was 
appointed  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Home  Army  on  October  1,  1944,  wrote  on 
10.01.45  about  “The  financial  situation  and  the  anticipation”5  published  in  the 
document  1381  in  volume  V  of  the  “Home  Army  in  the  Documents”,  and  in  that 
document  we  read: 

“1)  The  situation  of  cash  on  1.1.45  two  millions  paper  dollars  and  25  thousand 
golden  dollars  and  8  million  marks 

2)  Monthly  expenditure  on  military  activities  about  60,000  million  Polish 
zlotys  and  4  millions  marks 

3)  The  expenditure  on  the  welfare  of  the  families  of  the  killed,  for  the  imprisoned 
AK  soldiers  and  those  in  the  prison  camps,  for  the  wounded  AK  soldiers  and  the 
invalids  -45  million  Polish  zlotys.  For  principal  reasons  we  cannot  shirk  from 
helping  those  people. 

4)  the  present  rate  of  currency- 1  paper  dollar  in  the  banknote  of  100  dollars- 180 
Polish  zlotys 

5)  For  the  activity  of  “Nie”  for  the  period  of  the  two  coming  years  should  be 
prepared  ahead  a  deposit  on  the  territories  amounting  to  2  millions  paper 
dollars,  and  as  much  as  possible  “czerwoncow”-(Russian  currency) 

6)  In  expectation  of  moving  the  front  to  the  West,  should  be  deposited  in  the  district 
and  distributed  to  the  counties  for  the  quarterly  donation  in  hard  currency  amounting 
to  1  million  dollars. 

With  regard  to  it  I  ask  for  a  quick  dispatch  of  6  millions  dollars” 

Termit  (Okulicki  Leopold)” 

As  we  can  see  the  Polish  Underground  was  preparing  itself  financially  for  guerrilla 
activity  for  the  next  two  years  against  the  forthcoming  communist  rule  in  Poland, 
under  already  new  established  name  “Me”—  “No”.  No  more  “Home  Army”,  because 
the  Polish  government  in  London,  could  not  openly  fight  against  Russia  in  Poland,  one 
of  the  allies,  fighting  against  Nazi  Germany,  but  under  a  new  name,  first  “Nie”  and 
later  “WIN”.  The  problem  was  even  more  acute  because  if  before,  the  Polish 
government  in  exile  could  demand  financial  assistance  from  the  allies  for  the  Polish 
Underground  fighting  Germany,  now  they  could  not  demand  from  them  to  subsidize 
their  sabotage  activities  against  the  Polish  pro-Soviet  regime,  soon  recognized  by  the 
allies. 

With  the  necessary  dissolution  of  the  Home  Army  even  that  some  will  continue  to 
serve  under  a  new  framework.  Home  Army  needed  also  to  prepare  substantial  financial 
resources  for  the  discharge  of  all  soldiers,  as  can  learn  it  from  the  document  No.  1395: 

“Commandant  of  the  district  of  Radom  to  the  local  inspectors  and  commandants  of 

detachments:  The  executive  orders  about  dissolving  of  AK. 
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To  the  inspectors  and  commandants  of  the  attachments,  strictly  secrete: 

Based  on  the  order  of  the  command  of  the  Military  Forces  in  the  country  from  19.1.45, 
AK  will  be  dissolved.  I  am  sending  the  order  in  full  version. 

The  soldiers  are  released  from  the  oath.  The  full-time  employed  soldiers  should  be  paid 
three-months  allowance.  All  soldiers  should  receive  20  paper  dollars.  The  detachments 
are  to  be  dissolved. 

Do  act  in  according  with  the  apparatus  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Government.  Further 
orders  will  be  given. 

“Ein”-Zientarski  Jan-Commandant  of  AK  in  the  District-Radom-Kielce”6 

And  that  what  we  read  in  the  report  of  the  commandant  of  the  District  Warsaw-West: 

“I  report  that  on  January  17,  the  whole  territory  was  captured  by  the  Russian  army. . . . 

With  regard  to  received  instructions,  I  ordered  dissolution  of  the  detachments  of  AK, 
stashing  the  possessed  arms,  and  3 -months  payments  to  the  permanent  servicemen...” 

Pobog-Malinowski  in  his  book,  estimates  that  “in  the  spring  of  1944  due  to  further  influx, 
and  the  incorporation  of  “Batalionow  Chlopskich”  the  “Battalions  of  the  Peasants” 
AK-the  Home  Army  surpassed  300,000  soldiers”.8 

One  may  realize  what  vast  resources  the  Polish  underground  military  command  needed 
for  its  own  purpose.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  last  thing  they  contemplated  at  that 
time  was  to  use  their  reserves  for  the  Jews. 

Now  let  us  examine  if  it  was  even  possible  to  send  money  during  the  Soviet  invasion, 
or  close  to  it?  We  read,  about  the  situation  on  January  3,  1945,  in  the  “Home  Army  in 
the  Documents”: 

“Activity  on  the  front:  increased  activity  of  the  Soviet  air  force  and  artillery . The 

Germans  expect  the  winter  Russian  offensive.  In  the  region  of  Kielce  increased  activity 
of  the  Soviet  parachutists  dropped  for  reconnaissance  purposes. 

The  general  situation: 

The  conditions  for  the  conspiratorial  work  are  aggravating  by  each  day.  The  condition 
of  free  movement  very  hard,  and  in  many  cases  impossible...”9 

And  later  during  the  Soviet  invasion  was  it  possible?  we  read  in  the  “Home  Army  in 
the  Documents  volume  V  p.  509  that  on: 

“January  12,  1945-  the  Soviet  Army  started  offensive  in  the  South  of  Poland 
January  14,  1945,  -the  Soviet  army  captured  Chmielnik  and  Pinczow  and  cut 

off  the  railway  between  Kielce  and  Krakow 
January  15,  the  Soviet  army  seized  Kielce 
January  16,  the  Soviet  Army  seized  Czestochowa 
January'  17,  the  Soviet  army  entered  Warsaw 
January  19,  the  Soviet  army  seized  Krakow,  Lodz,  Kutno  and  Mlawa” 

We  read  also  in  the  “Home  Army  in  the  Documents”  Gen.  Okulicki's  situation  report 
from  January  19,  1945: 
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“The  Soviet  offensive  by  its  speed  took  the  Germans  by  surprise,  so  it  did  us. 
Czestochowa  was  captured  on  Monday  afternoon,  Radomsko  on  the  same  day.  Piotrkow 
on  18.1.45,  Warsaw,  Pruszkow,  Grodzisk  on  18.1.45.  The  German  front  was  smashed 
into  smithereens.  Strong  Soviet  columns  penetrated  further  to  the  West.  The  fighting 
continues  in  considerable  depth.  The  Germans  are  in  panic  and  appear  lacking  forces  to 
overcome  the  situation.  The  Soviet  forces  very  strong  especially  armor  forces.  Vigorous 
activity  of  air  force  from  both  sides..., 

I  myself  with  a  greatly  reduced  staff  move  into  conspiracy  to  develop  “ Nie ”10 

So  could  and  would  the  Allies  continue  their  flights  to  the  arena  of  the  most  fierce 
battles  between  Soviet  and  German  army  in  order  to  drop  money  and  equipment  to 
the  Polish  underground,  and  for  what  purpose?  The  answer  to  that  question  is  given  in 
a  letter  written  by  the  British  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  His  Majesty—  Anthony 
Eden  to  the  Polish  Ambassador  in  Londom  to  Count  Edward  Raczynski,  on  December 
22,  1944,  included  among  the  documents  of  the  “Home  Army  in  the  Document”: 

“  Top  Secret 

To  His  Excellency 
Count  Edward  Raczynski 

My  Dear  Ambassador  Raczynski, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  December  in  which  you  enclosed  a  Memorandum 
requesting  the  continuance  of  British  support  to  the  Polish  Underground  Movement 
firstly  by  means  of  dropping  operations  to  Poland,  secondly  by  the  dispatch  of  a  British 
Military  Mission  to  the  “Polish  Home  Army”,  and  thirdly  by  the  maintenance  of 
communications  with  Poland  under  the  same  conditions  as  has  existed  until  now. 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a  reply  yet  about  either  the  continuance  of  dropping 
operations  to  Poland  or  the  dispatch  of  a  British  Military  Mission  to  the  Polish  Home 
Army,  which  are  still  under  consideration. 

I  also  regret  that  I  must  inform  you  that  His  Majesty’s  Government  cannot  withdraw 
their  decision  that  the  conditions  under  which  communications  is  maintained  by  your 
Government  with  their  representatives  in  Poland  must  now  be  revised  in  the  light  of 
changed  circumstances.  I  should,  however,  make  it  clear  that  what  His  Majesty’s 
Government  is  asking  is  not  that  a  ban  should  be  placed  upon  all  communication  to 
Poland,  but  simply  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  communications  of  other  Allied 
Government  in  London  with  their  own  home  countries,  control  should  be  exercised  so 
that  His  Majesty’s  Government  are  aware  of  all  the  messages  that  pass  between  Poland 
and  this  country.  The  effect  of  the  measures  of  control  at  present  proposed  will  merely  to 
withdraw  the  altogether  exceptional  privileges  which  the  Polish  Government,  alone 
among  the  Allied  Government  established  in  this  country,  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  this 
respect  and  thus  to  place  them  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  other  Allied  Governments. 

I  must  therefore  ask  that  the  Polish  authorities  should  cooperate  in  the  new  arrangement 
of  which  they  have  already  been  informed,  by  which  copies  of  all  communications  to  and 
from  Poland  will  be  deposited  in  plain  language  text  with  representatives  of  the  British 
services  concerned,  who  will  be  allowed  to  have  access  to  the  Polish  ciphers  to  enable 
them  to  check  the  texts  when  they  so  desire. 

Yours  sincerely 


Anthony  Eden' 
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That  Memorandum  implies  that  already  since  December  5,  1945  the  dropping 
operations  over  Poland  were  suspended,  and  ascertains  that  since  December  21,  had 
been  stopped  altogether.  It  also  introduces  censorship,  over  all  “messages  that  pass 
between  Poland”  and  Great  Britain.  The  Polish  government  in  exile  had  certainly  to 
look  after  alternative  ways  of  supply,  because  they  could  not  use  any  more  Allies 
planes,  to  fight  against  legitimate  government  in  Poland,  which  continued  to  fight 
against  the  Nazi  Germany. 

That  assumption  is  proved  by  another  document  of  the  Delegate  himself  from 
December  2,  1944  to  the  Polish  Prime  Minister  in  London: 

“Response  to  No.  266 

We  received  no  packages  and  the  army  has  no  notification” 

We  learn  that  two  months  after  the  Soviets  expelled  the  Germans  from  Poland,  that  is 
on  March  1 1,  1945,  the  Polish  underground  still  did  not  establish  an  alternative  supply 
line  “the  bridge”: 

“To  Min.  Berezowski 

...money  in  spite  of  my  desperate  appeals  you  did  not  provide  to  us.  The  bridge  from 
September  till  the  middle  of  January  you  did  not  organize 

Delegate- Alarming” 1 3 

But  what  happened  after  the  Germans  were  expelled  and  a  new  regime  was 
proclaimed,  even  earlier?  Already  On  December  31,  1944,  the  acting  until  then,  on  the 
eastern  territories  of  Poland  liberated  by  the  Russians,  the  pro-Soviet  Komitet 
Wyzwolenia  Ncirodowego  “The  Committee  of  National  Liberation”  decided  to  change 
its  name  to  “The  Temporary  Polish  Government”.  Could  the  new  Polish  pro-Soviet 
authorities  allow  their  deadly  enemy  to  receive  money  from  the  West? 

The  Delegate  of  the  Polish  Government  in  London,  the  local  Council  of  Ministers,  the 
apparat  of  the  Delegate  Office,  the  district  and  local  delegates,  the  Council  of  National 
Unity,  and  the  leaders  of  political  organizations  received  on  January  26,  1945,  a 
“repeated  Instruction”  from  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Polish  Government  in  London 
“not  to  expose  themselves”14.  And  what  about  the  previous  AK  unit  receiving  the 
money?  The  “Home  army”  soldiers  were  officially  dismissed  on  January  19,  1945, 
according  to  the  order  of  Gen.  Okulicki,  which  we  can  read  in  the  document  No.  1391, 
on  p.  239,  vol.  V,  of  the  “Home  Army  in  the  Document15.  But  I  present  the  same 
document  in  the  appendix  No.  19  of  my  book.  And  in  the  lower  margin  of  that 
document  is  written:  “The  appeal  was  handwritten  on  January  16.1.45  in  the  light  of 
the  candle  in  Czestochowa  in  the  train  station,  where  (Gen.  Okulicki)  was  employed  as 
a  cleaner”,  and  that  means  that  the  Chief  in  Command  of  the  Home  Army  Gen. 
Okulicki  himself  went  into  conspiracy  even  earlier.  And  with  the  dissolution  of  AK  also 
the  crew  of  the  previous  posts  collecting  drops  (which  stopped  arriving)  had  been 
dismissed. 

And  what  about  all  the  previous  logistics  of  supplying  money  for  the  Jews?  We  have 
learnt  already-  (in  Chapter  No.  V)-  that  all  the  money  which  came  via  Polish 
Government  in  Exile  for  the  Jews  in  Poland,  reached  first  R.P.Z.,  which  according  to 
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Arczynski  the  treasurer  of  R.P.Z. -Zegota  ended  its  activity  on  January  16,  1945:  “The 
last  meeting  of  Zegota  in  Milanowek  (took  place)  on  January  16,  1945”16 

And  what  about  the  Jewish  underground  organizations-Z.K.N.  and  Bund,  the 
recipients  of  the  money?  We  learn  from  Adolf  Berman,  that: 

“The  Jewish  underground  movement  was  active  in  Poland  till  the  last  moment,  till 
January  17,  1945,  till  the  day  on  which  penetrated  Warsaw  and  its  vicinity  the  army  of 
the  Soviet  Union”17 

But  even  the  money  destined  for  the  Jews  at  the  beginning  of  January  1945  did  not 
reach  the  Jews: 

“At  the  beginning  of  January  1945,  RPZ  was  informed  about  approving  of  a  sum  of 
160,000  that  money,  however,  as  transpired  from  the  report  of  Arczynski  had  not 
been  received.”18 

And  here  I  will  quote  also  Mgr.  Stanislaw  W.  Dobrowolski  the  chairman  of 
“Krakow’s  Zegota”  -R.P.Z.,  which  was  the  main  and  the  only  branch  of  R.P.Z.  after 
the  Warsaw  Uprising.  And  so  wrote  Mr.  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski,  in  “Nasz  G/as”: 

“In  the  last  weeks  before  liberation  of  Krakow,  we  received  information 
about  great  drop  of  money  for  R.P.Z.  Regretfully  those  dollars  never 
reached  us,  and  only  later  it  became  known  to  me,  that  the  drop,  allegedly, 
took  place,  but  the  money  was  seized  by  AK.”19  (See  appendix  No.  1 8) 

And  what  about  the  relation  of  the  new  Polish  Underground  of  “Nie”  and  “Win” 
towards  the  Jews,  of  those  units  of  AK  which  were  not  disbanded  or  did  not  disband 
themselves?  An  interesting  insight  to  that  question  we  find  in  the  article  of  Stanislaw 
Jerzmianowski-”' In  the  Trap',  Contribution  to  the  history  of  the  liquidation  of  the 
Polish  independence  in  1945  by  the  Soviet  occupants”.  In  his  article  Jerzmianowski 
brings  recollection  of  his  deceased  friend  “Zbyszek”,  who  served  in  AK,  first  in 
Warsaw,  later  in  the  district  Lublin,  and  after  the  Soviets  liberated  Poland  from  the 
Nazi  occupation,  or  what  Jerzmianowski  calls  “liquidated  the  Polish  independence” 
continued  to  fight  against  the  new  invaders  under  command  of  “Orlik”.  About  one  of 
the  episodes  which  “Zbyszek”  described  to  him,  writes  Jerzmianowski: 

“After  the  success  of  the  action  near  Zelechow  during  which  were  taken  135  prisoners, 

...  among  the  people  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  “Orlik”  was  a  Jew  from  UB-Urzqd 
Bezbieczenstwa  “The  Office  of  Security”.  On  the  next  day  came  running  to  the  quarters 
of  tine  partisans  a  fourteen  years  old  brother  of  that  Jewish  prisoner  in  order  to  ransom 
him.  He  brought  with  him  10,000  zlotys.  “Orlik”  who  in  principle  was  shooting  down  all 
“bezpieczniakow”  “security  men”  shot  down,  this  time  not  only  the  Jewish  prisoner,  but 
also  his  younger  brother.  The  boy  was  killed  because  he  was  a  Jew.  Later  on,  not  once 
will  occur,  that  besides  “ubekow”  -”UB-men”  for  “Orlik”  was  another  category  of  those 
to  be  put  to  death-the  Jews.  He  put  on  equal  rank  the  “bezpiecznik”  the  “UB-man”  and 
the  Jew.  What  was  the  reason  of  that  attitude?  If  only  the  post-Onerowskiea  inclination. 


a  “Onerowskie”  of,  or  coming  out  of  ONR-Oboz  Narodowo  Radykalny-fascist  organization  founded  in 
April  1934  in  Warsaw 
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his  personal  anti-Semitism?  Certainly,  all  other  motives-even  if  existed-could  not  clarify 
that  grim  puzzle.  The  fact  is  that  in  that  period,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  on  the  territory 
from  which  the  Germans  were  expelled,  it  were  especially  the  Jews,  the  survivors  of  the 
murdered  out  nation,  which  constituted  that  small  group,  who  most  sincerely  greeted  the 
Red  Army,  as  liberator,  the  pledge  of  their  rescue  and  return  to  life.  Therefore  in  the 
days  and  months  of  post-war  anarchy,  dissemination  of  lawlessness  and  crime,  the 
feeling  of  loneliness  among  alien  surroundings,  of  constant  threat  to  life,  that  the  Jewish 
survivors,  sought  support  and  protection  with  the  Soviet  authority  they  expected  from 
them  safeguard  for  their  life,  so  endangered  during  the  mass  genocide.  That  must  not 
necessarily  results,  and  in  most  cases  did  not  result  from  pro  Communists  sympathies. 
The  sufficient  reason  was  the  need  to  leave  the  bunker,  the  hiding  place  in  which  they 
spent  years-and  to  commit  their  personal  security  to  the  only  then  really  existing 
authority.  It  concerned  with  preserving  the  life  so  miraculously  saved.  If  that 
understandable  dependence  brought  subjection  and  obligations?  Was  NKWD  demanding 
compensation,  special  services  from  the  “podopiecznych”-those  they  protected?  It  could 
happen,  but  not  only  among  the  Jews,  but  also  among  the  peasants  and  the  workers. 
After  all,  the  majority  of  the  security  agents  and  “UB-men”  who  fell  into  Orlik's  hands, 
were  not  Jews.  But  the  watchword  “the  Jews  are  guilty  of  everything”  renewed  on  many 

on 

occasion,  found  in  Orlik  a  disciple  and  a  champion” 

That  tendency  existed  not  only  on  an  individual  level,  to  quote  Kluz  Stanislaw  from  his 
book  “W  Potrzasku  Dziejowym  WIN  na  szlaku  AK”-”In  the  Historical  Trap,  WIN  in 
the  Footsteps  of  AK”: 

“Stalin,  seizing  Poland  and  imposing  on  it  a  communist  regime,  could  not  rely  on  the 
Poles,  and  even  on  the  Polish  communists  from  the  Polish  underground,  afraid  of  their 
“nationalist  deviation”.  In  view  of  it  the  most  important  political  power,  he  gave  to  the 
communists  of  Jewish  descent... 

‘Win”  in  its  activity  in  the  Country  in  the  years  1945-1952,  meets  the  Jews  on  other 
platform  than  any  other  national  minorities.  With  the  Jews  had  to  deal  as  public 
prosecutors,  judges  members  of  UBa  and  PPRb,  and  therefore  those  who  persecute  and 
arrests  the  members  of  “WIN”21 

Struggle  against  the  Jews  became  now  the  watchword  for  the  whole  Polish 
Underground.  To  show  my  point  even  stronger  I  will  turn  to  the  Polish  historian  Jan 
M.  Ciechanowski.  Ciechanowski  himself  served  in  AK,  participated  in  the  Warsaw 
Uprising,  was  awarded  with  the  “Cross  of  Bravery”.  After  the  war  he  studied  in 
London  School  of  Economics  and  Political  Science,  where  he  took  his  doctor's  (Ph. 
D)  degree,  and  later  continued  his  historical  research.  In  his  book  “Powstanie 
Warszawskie”-”the  Warsaw  Uprising”  Ciechanowski  quotes  a  telegram  sent  by 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  whole  Polish  army  in  London  to  Bor  Komorowskic 

“Because  the  Soviets  will  create  local  administration,  in  order  to  prove  to  the  Poles  that 
“Moskals”  did  not  come  to  rule  Poland-for  reason  it  is  important  to  come  out  with  an 
initiative  of  getting  under  control  all  local  administration.  (SPP-telegram  of  the  in 
Command  in  London  to  the  commandant  of  AK,  7.VH.1944,  L  dz.  5480)22 


a  UB-Urzad  Bezpieczensrwa-the  Office  of  Security-the  Polish  version  of  NKVD 
b  PPR-Polska  Partia  Robotnicza  -the  Polish  Communist  Party 

c  Bor-Komorowski-Commander  in  Chief  of  AK-Home  Army,  until  the  end  of  the  Warsaw  Uprising. 
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Ciechanowski  continues:  “With  regard  to  it  Bor-Komorowski  advised: 

“To  mobilize  spiritually  the  Polish  society  into  the  struggle  with  Russia,  not  excluding 
those  elements,  who  could  fall  under  Soviet  influence,  and  to  serve  to  the  decomposition 
of  the  unanimous  Polish  front.”23 

And  Ciechanowski  concludes: 

“From  that  telegram  arises  that  Gen.  Bor-Komorowski  was  ready  to  fight  against  all 
those  elements,  who  in  his  opinion,  threatened  the  purposes  and  interests  of  London  in 
Poland.”24 

And  the  Jews  constituted  such  an  element.  For  the  Polish  Underground  now  the  Jews 
stopped  being  a  victim,  they  became  an  enemy,  we  read  in  the  “Home  Army  in  the 
Documents:  “In  the  prison  the  soldiers  of  AK  persecuted..,  NKWD  with  assistance  of 
the  remaining  Jews  organize  bloody  orgies”25.  Here  in  that  document  published  in  the 
name  of  AK,  we  don't  have  accusation  against  specific  Jews,  cooperating  with  the 
Soviets,  here  we  have  accusation  against  the  Jews  as  such.  The  Jews  the  survivors  of 
the  holocaust  became  for  the  Polish  new  underground  a  prime  target  of  their  attacks, 
they  became  a  trump  card,  a  cohesive  factor  which  will  allow  them  to  consolidate  the 
whole  Polish  population  against  the  new  pro-Soviet  regime  in  Poland. 

So  when  Min.  Berezowski  the  Polish  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs  in  London  writes  about 
an  instruction  given  (in  London)  on  January  17,  1945,  to  pay  12,700  dollars  to  ZKN, 
“money  that  was  sent  before  03.01.45  but  the  instruction  about  it  was  forgotten”26 
who  was  going  to  fulfill  that  instruction,  and  how? 

And  when  the  same  Berezowski  sends  on  January  29,  1945  (!)  a  telegram  through  the 
“Delegate  to  Z.K.N.  with  Schwarzbart' s  assurance  “that  the  demanded  from  you 
instruction  is  going  out”27,  who  was  going  to  fulfill  and  how,  that  instruction  that  was 
still  “going  out”? 

And  when  the  Polish  Prime  Minister  in  London  himself!  Mr.  Arciszewski,  sends  on 
January  30,  1945  a  telegram,  supposedly,  of  Szerer  from  London  to  the  Delegate  (who 
himself  was  in  hiding  and  hunted)  for  Bund  in  Poland  with  an  information  that  “since 
your  report  from  16.XI.43,  is  owed  to  you  above  391  th.  dollars... demand  its 
payment”28,  so  from  whom  Bund  has  to  demand  that  payment? 

And  therefore  it  is  clear  that  all  those,  alleged,  instructions  which  originated  from  the 
Polish  Government  in  Exile  to  pay  the  Jewish  organizations  after  January  17,  1945  had 
been  one  big  deception,  a  cover  up  of  the  organized  theft  of  the  Jewish  money,  in 
which  all  highest  echelons  both  of  the  Polish  government  in  Exile,  and  of  the  Polish 
military  and  the  civilian  underground  authorities  in  the  occupied  Poland  had  been 
involved. 

But  if  a  miracle  of  all  miracles  in  the  world  would  occur,  and  the  Polish  Government  in 
Exile  and  the  Polish  Underground  would  return  the  money  to  the  Jews,  would  it  also 
include  the  interests  on  the  bodies  of  the  Jews  who  perished  because  that  money  did 
not  reach  them?  Could  the  things  done  be  undone?  Could  the  Jews  be  repaid  for  that 


82 


awful  omission?  Is  that  a  matter  of  pure  accountancy,  of  financial  balance?  Of  debt 
overdue?  So  what  difference  would  it  make? 

Therefore  I  repeat  once  more  in  the  most  emphatic  way  that  sending,  or  rather 
fabricating  those  telegrams  after  January  17,  1945,  with  instructions  of  payment  to  the 
Jews,  was  a  mere  charade,  and  a  very  bad  joke. 

But  if  the  Polish  officials  and  authorities  “anticipated  certainly  in  future  very  unpleasant 
situation  on  the  subject  of  war  finances  with  regard  to  the  received  sums”  they  could 
rest  in  peace,  the  only  reaction  came  from  Dr.  Schwarzbart  on  January  18,  1945,  as 
quoted  already  on  p.  61 : 

“In  view  of  the  situation  I  don't  want  to  enter  into  criticism  of  the  facts  that  considerable 
dispatches  had  not  been  paid,  but  I  restrict  myself  only  to  the  ardent  request  that  the 
government,  or  the  Ministry,  for  that  matter,  without  any  delay  will  issue  an  instruction 
to  the  DR  -Delegate  Rzqdu-  the  Delegate  of  the  Government-  immediately  to  pay  to 
Z.K.N.” 

Unbelievable,  -the  war  ended,  so  there  was  nothing  for  Schwarzbart  to  be  afraid  of  the 
consequences.  The  lifeline  of  the  Jews,  their  main  artery  has  been  completely  cut  off 
since  April  1944  till  the  end  of  the  war,  and  did  not  function  even  earlier,  and  in  the 
consequence  thousands  if  not  tens  of  thousands  Jews  perished  and  he  Schwarzbart  the 
leader  of  the  Polish  Jewry  in  London,  its  representative  towards  the  Polish 
Government,  and  its  only  mouthpiece  towards  the  whole  world,  “does  not  want  to 
enter  into  criticism  that  considerable  dispatches  had  not  been  paid”,  and  only  asks  that 
the  financial  debt  will  be  paid. 

To  be  true  to  the  facts  one  thing  should  be  added.  When  on  January  18,  1945  Dr. 
Schwarzbart  in  response  to  Serafinski's  telegram  has  written  to  him  that  “I  hardly  can 
grasp  such  situation”,  it  should  not  have  come  to  him  as  a  surprise.  Schwarzbart  was 
aware  much  earlier,  than  January  16,  1945,  that  the  money  from  the  West  is  not 
reaching  the  Jews  in  Poland,  and  here  I  will  quote  Mr.  Stota,  who  cites  Dr. 
Schwarzbart' s  diary  from  autumn  1944:  “I  will  never  forgive  Mikolajczyk  of 
...cheating  me,  that  in  the  years  1941  and  1942  the  money  went  to  the  Country  for  the 
Jews”29. 

And  what  about  “Berman”  Adolf  Borowski,  the  representative  of  Z.K.N  and  KK 
towards  the  Polish  underground  in  Poland,  he  is  defending  the  Polish  Underground, 
and  the  whole  system  and  so  he  testified  on  October  28,  1945  before  the  Special 
Criminal  Court  in  the  trial  against  Weichart  from  JUS: 

“In  the  period  after  the  Polish  uprising,  when  the  (-Polish-)  underground  organization 
was  broken  followed  disorganization.  At  the  end  of  December  or  the  beginning  of 
January  1945,  we  received  news,  that  a  sum  of  150,000  $,  was  sent  for  all  organization 
but  was  paid  into  improper  hands”30 

So  when  even  Dobrowolski  the  chairman  of  Krakow's  R.P.Z.,  (a  Pole)  admits  that  the 
money  was  “seized  by  AK”  in  Berman’s  version  the  money  was  “paid  into  improper 
hands”,  or  another  version  of  Berman:  “from  abroad  did  not  come  any  money”  (See  p. 
46) 


CHAPTER  Vm 


What  happened  with  the  200,000  dollars? 


In  order  to  prove,  as  written  on  p.  28,  that  the  last  payment  of  200  th.  dollars,  did 
indeed  reach  the  Polish  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  -I  shall  present  in  this  chapter  5 
documents.  The  first  one,  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  I.  Schwarzbart:_ 

London,  January  3,  1945 

To  Z.K.N.  in  Poland 

“I  acknowledge  your  telegram  from  October  25,  1944,  signed  by  Bogucki.  I  returned 
from  America,  Reiss  remained  for  a  shirt  time.  We  send  you  a  letter  on  November  23, 
and  today  more  extensive.  From  Joint  was  sent  to  you  further  200  th.  dollars.  The 
Delegation  of  the  Rescue  Council  will  go  shortly  to  France.  Did  Borowski  and  Antek 
send  telegram  about  your  composition,  and  about  situation  in  the  camps?  Joint  sent  aid 
for  the  Jews  on  the  eastern  territory  of  Poland.  From  Bund  are  coming  news,  from  you 
not,  why.  Weizman  in  Palestine.  Regards  from  everybody.  Awaiting  news 
Schwarzbart”1 


The  second  one,  is  the  above  mentioned  letter  presented  by  the  Head  of  the 
Department  of  the  National  Minorities  in  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  (MSW)  Mr. 
Serafinski  for  approval  to  Minister  Berezowski: 

“Department  of  National  Minorities  London  January  3,  1945 

A  note  for  Mr.  Minister 

To.  Mr.  Minister 

Please  send  this  letter  to  Z.K.N.  in  Poland 

The  Member  of  the  National  Council  Dr.  I.  Schwarzbart  applied  to  the  Department  of 
National  Minorities  with  a  request  about  sending  the  below  mentioned  telegram  to 
Z.K.N.  in  the  Country: 

“I  acknowledge  your  telegram  from  October  25,  1944,  signed  by  Bogucki.  I  returned 
from  America,  Reiss  remained  for  a  shirt  time.  We  send  you  a  letter  on  November  23, 
and  today  more  extensive.  From  Joint  was  sent  to  you  further  200  Th.  dollars.  The 
Delegation  of  the  Rescue  Council  will  go  shortly  to  France.  Did  Borowski  and  Antek 
send  telegram  about  your  composition,  and  about  situation  in  the  camps?  Joint  sent  aid 
for  the  Jews  on  the  eastern  territory  of  Poland.  From  Bund  are  coming  news,  from  you 
not,  why.  Weizman  in  Palestine.  Regards  from  everybody.  Awaiting  news 

Schwarzbart 

The  head  of  Department 
A.  Serafinski 

Handwritten: 

“To  be  sent  3/1 45  (-)  signature 
Received  for  dispatch  4.1” 
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The  third  one,  consist  of  two  parts,  the  second  one  which  is  the  verbatim  letter  of 
Dr.  Schwarzbart,  as  shown  above,  and  the  first  one,  written  in  the  name  of  the 
“Party  of  the  Hebrew  State”  (some  most  strange  and  non  existing  creature).  The  letter 
received  the  registration  number  of  the  second  one: 

“1 1/1  (handwritten  date  correction) 
London,  January  3  1945 

(To  the)  Delegate  (in  Poland) 

I  am  sending  telegram  for  Z.K.N. 

Berezowski  (Minister  of  Inner  Affairs): 

1 .  Partia  Panstwa  Zydowskiego  “Mifleget  haMedina  halwrit)  (“The  Party  of  the  Hebrew 
State”)  pays  homage  to  the  activity  of  Z.K.N.  in  the  face  of  the  tragedy  of  the  Jewish 
Jewry  and  asks  Z.K.N.  to  communicate  if  the  activists  and  the  sympathizers  of  the  Party 
of  the  Hebrew  State”  are  still  alive,  and  to  find  a  contact  with  them  if  possible.  “The 
Party  of  the  Hebrew  State”  will  willingly  send  a  delegate  to  the  Country,  if  exists  an  aim 
and  possibility. 

2. 1  acknowledge  your  telegram  from  October  25,  1944,  signed  by  Bogucki.  I  returned 
from  America,  Reiss  remained  for  a  shirt  time.  We  send  you  a  letter  on  November  23, 
and  today  more  extensive.  From  Joint  was  sent  to  you  further  200  th.  dollars.  The 
Delegation  of  the  Rescue  Council  will  go  shortly  to  France.  Are  Borowski  and  Antek 
Send  telegram  about  your  composition,  and  about  situation  in  the  camps.  Joint  sent 
aid  for  the  Jews  on  the  eastern  territory  of  Poland.  From  Bund  are  coming  news,  from 
you  not,  why.  Weizman  in  Palestine.  Regards  from  everybody.  Awaiting  news 

Schwarzbart”3 

The  fourth  one  is  like  the  third  one  but  with  a  remark  of  the  English  dispatcher: 

“I  acknowledge  receiving  a  telegram  to  be  sent  to  the  Country  No.  307/45” 

And  Handwritten  in  English: 

“Passed  for  transmission  A.  G.  Gardyne  P.  176”4 

The  fifth  one,  is  from  Gen.  Sikorski  Institute5,  it  consists  of  9  pages,  5  of  which 
constitute  the  list  of  the  inventory  of  the  packages,  which  I  will  not  present  here.  The 
four  other  ones,  I  will  present  here  in  a  chronology  sequence: 

The  first  page  from  April  5,  1945: 

“The  minutes  written  down  on  April  5,  1945,  in  the  Social  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Inner  Affairs  (MSW). 

Present  (at  the  meeting):  Dr.  Dobrowolski,  St. 

Nowak  Czeslaw  from  the  Social  Department  of  MSW 
Dr.  Serafihski  from  the  National  Minorities  Department  of  MSW 

By  the  minutes  of  receiving  the  equipment  brought  by  the  courier  Eng.  Kuhczynski 
written  down  on  April  4,  1945,  Mr.  Dr.  Serafihski  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  sum  of 
293,  846  $,  (-Two  hundreds  thousand  ninety  three  thousands,  eight  hundred  forty  six 
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USA  dollars  USA),  which  he  simultaneously  placed  as  a  temporary  deposit  in  the  Social 
Department  of  MSW.  Till  the  time  that  sum  will  be  deposited  in  the  Ministry  of 
Treasure  or  in  the  Polish  Bank. 

Today,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Undersecretary  of  State  Mr.  A.  Demidecki,  Mr.  Dr. 
Serafmski  took  out  from  the  deposit  placed  in  the  Social  Department  MSW  the  sum  of  $ 
220,000,  -(two  hundred  twenty  thousands  USA  dollars  USA),  which  sum  included  the 
deposited  money  of  Joint  in  the  amount  of  200,000  $,  and  the  deposited  money  of  Dr. 
Szerer  for  Bund  in  the  amount  of  20,000  $,  -with  an  aim  of  depositing  that  money  in  the 
Polish  Bank.  The  remaining  sum  of  $  73,  846  (Seventy  three  thousands  eight  hundreds 
forty  six  USA  dollars)  consisting  the  property  of  the  Polish  Government  was  further  left 
in  the  deposit,  of  the  Social  Department  of  MSW  till  further  instruction  of  MSW. 

The  sum  of  $  220,000  (two  hundreds  twenty  thousands  dollars)  was  today,  according  to 
the  letter  of  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs--  L.  Dz.  205/45  deposited  in  the  Polish  bank 
under  the  deposit  No.  161  do  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs  -Zygmunt 
Berezowski  and  the  Undersecretary  of  State  A.  Demidecki. 

(--)  (-) 

Dr.  Dobrowolski  St.  Dr.  Serafmski 

(“) 

CZ,  Nowak” 


The  second  page  is  from  April  14,  1945: 

“The  Department  of  National  Minorities 

14.IV.  1945 

Based  on  the  letter  of  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  from  5. IV.  1945  L  dz.  :  VIII- 
1/502/45  AS/DT.  Polish  Bank  received  as  deposit  till  April  20  (No.  Of  Dep.  166)  2 
packages  sealed  by  stamps  of  the  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs . 

The  Ministry  of  Internal  Affairs  asks  for  handing  the  above-described  deposit  to  the 
hand  Mr.  Antoni  Serafmski, 

Undersecretary  of  State 
A.  Demidecki 

To  the  Polish  Bank  in  place” 

The  third  page  from  April  16,  1945,  is  written  both  in  the  Polish  and  the  English  language: 
“Receipt 

I,  Undersigned  F.  Harold  Linder  acting  as  representative  and  on  behalf  of  the  American 
Joint  Distribution  Committee,  certify  hereby  the  receipt  of  the  amount  of  $  200,000  (two 
hundred  thousand  American  dollars.)  the  said  amount  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Polish  Government  in  London  by  the  American  Joint  Distribution  Committee  in 
December  1944  with  the  destination  to  be  distributed  as  relief  for  the  Jewish  Population 
in  Poland 

The  above  amount  was  paid  to  me  by  the  representative  of  the  Polish  ministry  of  Interior 
Mr.  A  Serafmski 
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London?  (sic-interrogation  mark)  April  16,  1945. 

Signature  Harold  A  Linder 
Vice  Chairman  A.J.D.C” 

The  fourth  page  is  from  May  12,  1945,  written  in  English: 

“May  12th,  1945 

Dear  Commander  Linder, 

This  is  only  to  confirm  by  writing  that  some  time  ago  instruction  was  given  to  hand  over 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Distribution  Committee  Mr.  M.  A.  Leavitt  the  amount  of 
200,000  dollars  which  some  time  ago  was  paid  to  the  Polish  Government  with  the  aim  to 
aid  the  Polish  Jews  in  Poland.  We  expect  very  shortly  information  about  the  carrying 
out  of  this  instruction. 

I  hope  that  thus  the  matter  will  be  settled  to  our  mutual  satisfaction. 

Thanking  you  once  more  for  your  kind  cooperation 

I  am 

Yours  sincerely 
Under  Secretary 

(--)  Signature 

A.  Demidecki 


(not  signed) 


Comdr.  Harold  F.  Linder 
Vice-Chairman 

American  Joint  Distribution  Committee 
1 1,  Lower  Regent  Street  W.  1” 


What  is  clear  from  the  fourth  page  is  that  the  200,000  dollars  from  Joint  remained  in 
England  at  least  until  May  12.  1945,  that  is  four  months  after  the  Germans  were 
expelled  from  Poland,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  after  the  World  War  n  ended,  just  like 
the  20,000  dollars  from  Bund.  What  is  most  strange  that  on  May  12,  1945,  the  Polish 
authorities  write  about  “carrying  out  instructions  of  aid  to  the  Polish  Jews” 

What  is  clear,  is  that  nowhere  was  spoken  of  returning  the  20,000  $  to  Bund 

What  is  not  clear  is  who  is  that  courier  Eng.  Kunczyftski  who  brought  that  “equipment”, 
which  included  money  and  from  where? 

What  is  not  clear  is  that — how  Comdr.  Harold  F.  Linder  the  Vice-Chairman  of  Joint 
received  the  money  back  on  April  16,  1945,  when  on  May  12  it  is  written  about 
“carrying  out  instruction”,  of  “aid  to  Polish  Jews  (which)  will  be  settled”?  Besides, 
that  document  is  not  signed  by  Comdr.  Harold  F.  Linder  the  Vice-Chairman  of  Joint. 

What  is  certain  that  the  money  was  not  sent  to  Poland  for  the  aid  for  the  Jews  on  May 
1945,  and  there  is  no  certainty  that  the  money  was  not  returned  to  Joint- AJDC. 
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All  five  documents  are  presented  in  the  appendices  13-17,  of  this  book. 

What  is  certain  that  200,000  $  which  was  destined  for  the  aid  to  the  Jews  in  the 
occupied  Poland,  never  reached  them.  If  it  was  returned  or  not  returned  to  Joint- 
AJDC,  is  of  much  lesser  importance.  Anyway  I  have  written  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Joint  with  a  question  if  Joint  received  back  that  money  specifically,  and  did  receive 
the  following  general  answer  on  February  15,  2001  from  Mr.  Shelley  Helfand- Archive: 

“..As  to  your  request  for  information  on  the  amounts  spent  by  JDC  in  Europe  and 
specifically  Poland  during  World  War  II,  our  1933-44  record  group  contains  a  large  of 
financial  documents  and  reports  scattered  throughout  our  collection.  Because  of  time 
constraints  and  shortage  of  staff  we  are  unable  to  research  your  topic  fully.  However,  if 
you  would  like  to  visit  our  archives,  or  to  designate  someone  to  come  in  and  do  the 
research  for  you,  we  would  be  happy  to  send  you  an  application  form” 


